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Foundational Theme - The Lord God is the One, True God
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.

Deuteronomy 6:4
Structural Theme (1) - God Redeems the Children of Israel and Enters into Covenant
And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: 

and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, 

which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

Exodus 6:7 

And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

1 Corinthians 10:2
Structural Theme (2) - God Gives the Law of Moses to the Children of Israel
Wherefore the law is holy, 

and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

Romans 7:12
Imperative Theme (1) - Israel's Faith in the God of Israel
Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: 

for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them.

Exodus 18:11
Imperative Theme (2) - Israel's Obedience to Mosaic Law
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 

that we might be justified by faith.

Galatians 3:24
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF EXODUS
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Exodus will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Exodus will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Moses was the author of the book of Exodus , writing during the period of Israel's wilderness journey.

I. The Title
There are a number of ancient titles associated with the book of Exodus.

A. The Ancient Jewish Title "These Are the Names" - Henry Swete says ancient Jews titled the five books of the Pentateuch, Proverbs , and Lamentations by identifying a key word in the opening verses. 3] The Hebrew title for Exodus was "Welesmoth" ( וְאֵ֗לֶּה שְׁמוֹת֙), which comes from the opening word of this book, meaning "and these are the names." Origen (c 185 - c 254) testifies to the use of this title by the Jews in his day. 4] Jerome (A.D 342to 420) was familiar with this title as well. 5] The titles ( שמות) and ( ואלה שמות) can be found in the standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 6]

3] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

4] Eusebius, the early Church historian, writes, " Exodus , Welesmoth, that Isaiah , ‘These are the names';" Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

5] Jerome says, "The second, Elle Smoth, which bears the name Exodus;" See Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

6] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77); Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: With Westminster Hebrew Morphology, electronic ed, (Stuttgart; Glenside PA: German Bible Society; Westminster Seminary, 1996, c 1925; morphology c 1991), in in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

B. The Modern English Title "Exodus" - Today, English bibles use the title " Exodus ," which finds it origin in the Greek title used in the LXX " έξοδυς ," which means "going out, away" in the Hebrew text (Gesenius). Henry Swete suggests this title came from Exodus 19:1, "… τῆς ἐξόδου τῶν υἱῶν ισραηλ ἐκ γῆς αἰγύπτου…" 7] Philo (20 B.C - A.D 50) called the book by its Greek name έξοδυς. 8] This Greek title was known by Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190). 9] The Vulgate uses the Latin title "Exodus (liber)," 10] from which the English title is derived. There are some variations to this title. For example, the Codex Alexandrinus uses the longer title έξοδυς αίγύπτου. 11] Since the title "Exodus" is used as far back as the LXX, Henry Swete and George Gray believe this title is "of Alexandrian and pre-Christian origin." 12] The Greek/English title reflects the contents of the book, which deals with Israel's exodus from Egypt.

7] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215.

8] Herbert E. Ryle, Philo and Holy Scripture (London: Macmillan and Company, 1895), xxii.

9] Eusbius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." See Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

10] Biblia Sacra Juxta Vulgatam Clementinam, ed. electronica (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

11] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 202.

12] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Numbers , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, editors Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903), xxi.

II. Historical Background
In the historical background, we will take a look at (A) the chronological dates of historical events in the nation of Israel, (B) Moses, the main character of Exodus through Deuteronomy , and (C) the construction of the Tabernacle.

A. Chronological Dates of Historical Events in the Nation of Israel - It is possible to add up the years of some historical events in the nation of Israel, and thus estimate chronological dates for these events. In the book of Genesis , we are told that Abraham leaves Haran at age of seventy-five ( Genesis 12:4); and Isaac is born when Abraham was one hundred years old ( Genesis 17:21; Genesis 21:5); and Jacob is born when his grandfather Abraham was one hundred sixty years old, and his father Isaac was sixty years old ( Genesis 25:26). We are told that the seventy souls of Israel went into Egypt when Jacob was one hundred thirty (130) years old ( Genesis 47:9). Thus, Israel and his sons went into Egypt two hundred and sixty (260) years after Abraham left Haran. We are told that the children of Israel spent either four hundred (400) years in Egypt ( Genesis 15:15, Acts 7:6), or four hundred thirty (430) years ( Exodus 12:40, Galatians 3:17). Thus, the Exodus from Egypt took place at least six hundred ninety (690) years after Abraham left Haran. We know that the Israelites spend forty years in the wilderness, and that the conquest of Canaan under Joshua took five years ( Joshua 14:10). We are told that from the time of the conquest of Canaan to Samuel is four hundred fifty (450) years ( Acts 13:20), which appears to be an estimate. We are told that King Saul reigned forty years ( Acts 13:21). King David reigned forty years ( 2 Samuel 5:4). King Solomon reigned forty years ( 1 Kings 11:42, 2 Chronicles 9:30). We are told that Solomon built the Temple four hundred and eighty (480) years after the Exodus , in the fourth year of his reign ( 1 Kings 6:1).

In working through these dates, there appears to be a discrepancy between the dates given in Acts 13:20, which says the period of the judges was 450 years, and 1 Kings 6:1, which says there were 480 years from the wilderness journey to King Solomon. The simplest way to reconcile these verses is to understand that the authors were giving estimated time periods.

Genesis 12:4, "So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran."

Genesis 17:21, "But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year."

Genesis 21:5, "And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him."

Genesis 25:26, "And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau"s heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them."

Genesis 47:9, "And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage."

Genesis 15:13, "And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;"

Acts 7:6, "And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred years."

Exodus 12:40, "Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years."

Galatians 3:17, "And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect."

Joshua 14:10, "And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old."

Acts 13:20, "And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet."

Acts 13:21, "And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years."

2 Samuel 5:4, "David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years."

1 Kings 11:42, "And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years."

2 Chronicles 9:30, "And Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years."

1 Kings 6:1, "And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon"s reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD."

B. Moses, the Main Character of Exodus Through Deuteronomy - The prophet Moses will be the main character in the books of Exodus through Deuteronomy. There are many references to Moses in the New Testament

1. Hebrews 3:2-5 - Moses was faithful to all of God's houses, as a servant.

Hebrews 3:2-5, "Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after."

2. Hebrews 11:24-29
By faith he suffered with the children of Israel.

By faith he left Egypt.

By faith he kept the Passover.

By faith he passed through the Red Sea.

Hebrews 11:24, "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh"s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned."

3. Acts 7:20-44 - Summary of Moses in Stephen"s sermon.

C. The Construction of the Tabernacle- The first lengthy description of the building of the Tabernacle is found in Exodus 24thru 31. This description is being given to Moses on the mount. He goes on top of the mount in chapter 24and he comes down from the mount in chapter 32. Then in chapters 35 thru 40, the Israelites are building the Tabernacle.

III. Authorship
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

IV. Date
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

V. Recipients
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 13]

13] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the children of Israel in the wilderness, the author of the book of Exodus chose to write using the literary styles of the historical narrative and the law. Thus, the first half of the book of Exodus is assigned to the literary genre called "historical narrative literature," and the second half is assigned to the literary genre called "law." 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 14]

14] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Exodus , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Exodus for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
The Pentateuch is woven together as the first major division of the Holy Scriptures with a three-fold thematic scheme. (1) Primary Theme- The primary, foundational theme of the Pentateuch is the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. (2) Secondary Theme- Each book of the Pentateuch has a secondary theme that supports this central theme, providing the evidence to prove that the God of Israel is one God, who had dominion over all other gods worshipped by depraved humanity. Collectively, the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch reveal the establishment of the nation of Israel above the nations of the earth through worship of YHWH, who has chosen Israel through His foreknowledge and divine election to be His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. The five books of the Pentateuch form a thematic scheme of God's plan of redemption for the nation of Israel and for the heathen nations with their secondary themes. This thematic scheme follows the structure found in Romans 8:29-30, which is predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. (3) The Third Theme- The third theme of the Pentateuch is an imperative theme, and it is also found in the Shema, where Moses commands Israel to love YHWH their God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength ( Deuteronomy 6:5). 

The book of Exodus offers a three-fold thematic scheme that supports the central claim of the Pentateuch, the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. Thus, the foundational theme of Exodus is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a theme shared by all five books in this division of the Holy Scriptures. The book of Exodus carries two secondary themes that emphasize justification and indoctrination. God redeemed the children of Israel, brought them out from Egyptian bondage, and He made a covenant with them as His people. He then gave Israel the Mosaic Law and had them build the Tabernacle in order to obey the Law. Because the book of Exodus has two secondary themes, it also has two imperative themes. Israel is to trust in the Lord their God as their redeemer and they were to obey the commandments and statutes delivered to them.

A. Primary Theme (Foundational): The Lord is the One, True God- The foundational, underlying theme of the book of Exodus is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a claim which states that the God of Israel is the one true and holy God, who is orchestrating a plan of redemption for mankind. The central claim of the Pentateuch supports the underlying theme of the Old Testament itself, which is the theme of God the Father's foreknowledge and divine election to redeem mankind through predestination, calling, justification, and redemption ( Romans 8:29-30). 

The Primary Theme of Exodus - The book of Exodus reflects the primary theme of the Pentateuch as the Lord demonstrates His omnipotence and redemptive nature. He delivers the children of Israel from bondage and sets them apart above all nations.

B. Secondary Theme (Structural): (1) Justification- God Redeemed the Children of Israel, and (2) Indoctrination- God Gave Israel the Mosaic Law - The secondary theme of the Pentateuch is the establishment of the nation of Israel by God's foreknowledge and divine election as His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. It is this holy nation that will give birth to the Messiah who will again restore righteousness upon the earth. We can easily see the secondary theme of the Pentateuch by examining the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch, which testify of predestination, calling, justification, indoctrination, divine service, perseverance, and glorification. The book of Exodus carries two of the secondary themes that make up the structure of the Pentateuch, that of justification and indoctrination. 

The Secondary Theme of the Individual Books of the Pentateuch- The secondary theme of the first part of the book of Genesis is the predestination of mankind to take dominion upon the earth, and theme of the second part is the origin of the nation of Israel, God's seed of righteousness, which He plans to use to accomplish the redemption of mankind. God will use several men who fulfilled their divine destinies to create the nation of Israel. These patriarchs, Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, will play leading roles in preparing for the establishment of this nation in much the same way the Gospels and the book of Acts reveals the origin of the Church and how men like Jesus Christ, Peter, Stephen, Philip the evangelist and Paul the apostle played leading roles in the establishment of the early Church. Thus, the book of Genesis is structured around the genealogies of these men of righteousness in order to explain its theme of the lineage of the nation of Israel. As the first part of the book of Exodus emphasizes deliverance, so do the Gospels testify of our redemption and set us apart from the world. As the last part of the book of Exodus emphasizes the doctrines of the nation of Israel, so to the Pauline Epistles establish Church doctrine. As the book of Leviticus establishes the order of worship for the Israelites, so does the Pastoral Epistles establish Church order. As the book of Numbers explains the perseverance of the "church" in the wilderness, so do the Catholic Epistles of Hebrews , James and 1Peter explain the perseverance of the Church. As the book of Deuteronomy is the second giving of the Law with stern warnings to persevere, so do the Catholic Epistles of 2Peter, 1, 2, 3John and Jude emphasize this same theme. Finally, the story of the conquest of Canaan in the book of Joshua is figurative of the Church entering into Heaven, as is emphasized in the book of Revelation. Note that we find two verses in the New Testament that allow us to look at the Old Testament in a figurative way of the Christian life.

Romans 15:4, "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope."

1 Corinthians 10:11, "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come."

(1) The Secondary Theme of Exodus: Justification ( Exodus 1-18) - The first part of the book of Exodus emphasizes the theme of Israel's justification before the Lord in that He redeemed them, brought them out from Egyptian bondage, and made a covenant with them at Mount Sinai so that they became His chosen people.

(2) The Secondary Theme of Exodus: Indoctrination ( Exodus 19-40) - The secondary theme of the book of Exodus is also the delivering of the Mosaic Law to the children of Israel at Mount Sinai. Before this holy mount Moses gave the people the Ten Commandments, which can be referred to as the "Moral Law." He then delivered to them many statutes and ordinances regarding daily living and service in the Tabernacle. This set of rules and regulations can be referred to as the "Civil Laws." The Ten Commandments became the foundation for the civil laws. Thus, the Ten Commandments dealt with a man's heart, while the civil laws dealt with a man's actions. Thus, the establishment of the nation of Israel through their covenant with God at Mount Sinai is the theme of the Pentateuch.

Jesus Christ expounded upon the Ten Commandments when He taught the Sermon on the Mount by teaching the people the true meaning of the Ten Commandments. He explained to the people the foundational laws from which the civil laws were derived. Jesus dealt with the heart of Prayer of Manasseh , because the people were confused with the endless civil laws that the Pharisees had heaped upon them through the centuries.

C. Third Theme (Imperative): (1) Justification -Trust in the Lord their God as Their Redeemer, (2) Indoctrination - Obey the Commandments and Statutes of the Mosaic Law- Because the book of Exodus has two secondary themes, it also has two imperative themes that are based upon the themes of justification and indoctrination. These two themes reflect the third theme of the Pentateuch, which is the command to love the Lord God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength.

(1) The Imperative Theme in Indoctrination ( Exodus 1-18) - Israel is to trust in the Lord their God as their Redeemer.

(2) The Imperative Theme in Calling ( Exodus 19-40) - Israel is to obey the commandments and statutes of the Mosaic Law that was delivered unto them.

IX. Literary Structure
The book of Exodus has two major divisions that reflect Israel's justification and indoctrination. We can see in the book of Exodus how the journey of the children of Israel represents our spiritual journey of sanctification as Christians.

1. Israel's Justification ( Exodus 1:1 to Exodus 18:27) - The emphasis of Exodus 1:1 to Exodus 18:27 is Israel's justification before God through the sacrificial atonement of the Mosaic Law. The Passover was the time when God cut a covenant with the children of Israel, and the Exodus testifies to His response of delivering His people as a part of His covenant promise of redemption. Israel's justification was fulfilled in their deliverance from the bondages of Egypt. Hebrews 11:23-29 highlights these events in order to demonstrate the faith of Moses in fulfilling his divine commission. These events serve as an allegory of the Church's covenant through the blood of Jesus Christ and our subsequent deliverance from the bondages and sins of this world.

2. Israel's Indoctrination ( Exodus 19:1 to Exodus 40:38) - The emphasis of Exodus 19:1 to Exodus 24:8 is Israel's indoctrination through the giving of the Mosaic Law. Israel's indoctrination was fulfilled in the delivery of the Ten Commandments by Moses, and in the writing of the many statutes that serve as practical rules in obeying the Ten Commandments. The building of the tabernacle ( Exodus 24:9 to Exodus 40:38) is Israel's response to obeying the commandments and statutes given to them by Moses. The giving of the Ten Commandments ( Exodus 20:1-26) is sometimes called the Moral Law; the giving of the statutes that accompany the Commandments ( Exodus 21:1 to Exodus 23:33) is sometimes called the Civil Law; and the instructions on building the Tabernacle ( Exodus 24:9 to Exodus 31:18) is sometimes called the Ceremonial Law. These events serve as an allegory of the Church's indoctrination by learning the Word of God. The Law represents the renewing of our minds so that we can serve the Lord. 

X. Outline of Book
Note the proposed outline for the book of Exodus:

I. Introduction: The Seventy Souls— Exodus 1:1-7
II. Israel's Justification (The Passover & Exodus)— Exodus 1:8 to Exodus 18:27—

A. The Birth of Moses— Exodus 1:8 to Exodus 2:10
B. Moses' Flight to Egypt— Exodus 2:11-22
C. Moses' Divine Commission— Exodus 2:23 to Exodus 4:17
E. Moses Leads Israel Out of Bondage— Exodus 4:18 to Exodus 13:16
1. Moses Returns to Egypt— Exodus 4:18-31
2. Moses' First Encounter with Pharaoh— Exodus 5:1 to Exodus 6:1
3. Aaron Become Moses' Spokesman— Exodus 6:2 to Exodus 7:13
4. The Ten Plagues— Exodus 7:14 to Exodus 11:10
a) The 1st Plague of Blood— Exodus 7:14-25
b) The 2nd Plague of Frogs— Exodus 8:1-15
c) The 3rd Plague of Lice— Exodus 8:16-19
d) The 4th Plague of Flies— Exodus 8:20-32
e) The 5th Plague of Diseased Livestock— Exodus 9:1-6
f) The 6th Plague of Boils— Exodus 9:7-12
g) The 7th Plague of Hail— Exodus 9:13-35
h) The 8th Plague of Locusts— Exodus 10:1-20
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-7 

Introduction: The Seventy Souls - Exodus 1:1-7 serves as an introduction to the book of Exodus. In this passage of Scripture the author tells us that the seventy souls belonging to Jacob went down to sojourn in Egypt, where they multiplied into a great nation. We find listed here the names of Jacob's eleven sons who came down into Egypt to find refuge during the time of famine. A complete list of names of these seventy souls is given in Genesis 46:26-27. The number seventy testifies to the fact that God divinely orchestrated the early founding of the nation of Israel.

The author does not give us a time frame in which to fit this introductory material. However, it becomes apparent that this passage echoes part of the Abrahamic prophecy that Israel will go down to Egypt, multiply, and come out four hundred years later ( Genesis 15:13-16). The book of Exodus will narrate the entire fulfilment of this prophecy.

Genesis 15:13-16, "And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full."

God had commanded Jacob to take his family into Egypt even though he believed that he must stay and dwell in the land of Canaan under the command of his fathers Abraham and Isaac. But what is the important in Scripture regarding these seventy men with their wives and children. It is because God had worked since the day He created Adam and Eve to raise up a righteous seed that would inhabit the earth and take dominion over it. Within the loins of these seventy men dwelt the nation of Israel. Within the loins of Judah was the Messiah who would bring redemption to this fallen world and bring about many righteous seeds. Up until now, only a few individuals scattered within the genealogy of Adam have been considered a righteous seed. Now God has seventy souls who have the potential to becoming fruitful and multiplying and becoming a nation. This is the very emphasis in Exodus 1:6-7 as the family of Jacob became a nation while in Egyptian bondage. God was preserving His precious seed in order to fulfil His command to Adam to be fruitful and multiply. These seventy souls have a destiny and God will work to insure that their destiny is fulfilled.

Illustration- I can see the importance of these seventy souls by watching my wife bring her family members to salvation one by one. She alone was a Christian, a righteous seed. But as she brings each loved one to faith in Christ Jesus, they become important and need to be protected and nurtured in Christ so that they can also reproduce more righteous seed within the Salcedo family. A lot of work has gone into bringing these loved ones to Christ, and this makes them precious. In the same way, God had worked throughout the history of mankind to produce a righteous family and now that He has seventy souls, God will preserve them and protect them securely. 

Exodus 1:1-7 — Introduction: The Seventy Souls (A Comparison to Seventy Nations in Table of Nations) - It is interesting to note that just as God called seventy nations at the tower of Babel to serve as the foundation for the nations of the earth, so did God call seventy souls to found the nation of Israel ( Exodus 1:1-7). We know that Moses called seventy elders to establish the laws of the nation of Israel ( Exodus 24:1, Numbers 11:24-25). Jesus trained seventy disciples to carry the Gospel to the world ( Luke 10:1; Luke 10:17).

Exodus 1:1 Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt; every man and his household came with Jacob.
Exodus 1:1 — Word Study on "Egypt" - Gesenius tells us the Hebrew word "Egypt" ( מִצְרַיִם) (H 4714) is the dual of ( מָצוֹר) (H 4693), and that the dual form of this name was possibly derived as a way of identifying Upper and Lower Egypt together. Strong says it means, "fortified, defence, or besieged places". PTW says the word "Egypt" means, "land of the soul of Ptah." BDB says this name means, "land of the Copts."

Exodus 1:1 — Comments - The "children of Israel: refers to the twelve sons of Jacob within the context of the introduction to the book of Exodus ( Exodus 1:1-7). The following verses ( Exodus 1:2-4) will list eleven of these sons, since Joseph already dwelt in Egypt.

Exodus 1:2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,
Exodus 1:3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin,
Exodus 1:4 Daniel , and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
Exodus 1:5 And all the souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy souls: for Joseph was in Egypt already.
Exodus 1:5 — Comments- That Isaiah , there were seventy men who came into Egypt, besides the women and children. Note Genesis 46:26-27.

Genesis 46:26, "All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob"s sons" wives, all the souls were threescore and six; And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten."

If we refer to the book of Genesis 46:1-27 we will find the names of these individuals listed in a genealogy.

Exodus 1:6 And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation.
Exodus 1:7 And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them.
Exodus 1:7 — Comments- Note a similar passage in Psalm 105:24, "And he increased his people greatly; and made them stronger than their enemies."



Verses 1-27 

Israel's Justification ( Exodus 1:1 to Exodus 15:21) - The emphasis of Exodus 1:1 to Exodus 18:27 is Israel's justification before God through the sacrificial atonement of the Mosaic Law. The Passover was the time when God cut a covenant with the children of Israel, and the Exodus testifies to His response of delivering His people as a part of His covenant promise of redemption. Israel's justification was fulfilled in their deliverance from the bondages of Egypt. Hebrews 11:23-29 highlights these events in order to demonstrate the faith of Moses in fulfilling his divine commission. These events serve as an allegory of the Church's covenant through the blood of Jesus Christ and our subsequent deliverance from the bondages and sins of this world.

The Exodus Out of Egypt - Exodus 1:1 to Exodus 18:27 describes God's judgment upon Egypt and Israel's exodus from bondage. In comparing the two Pharaoh's discussed in this section of the book it is important to note that the pharaoh who blessed the people of Israel during Joseph's life was himself blessed along with his nation. In stark contrast, the Pharaoh who cursed God's people was himself cursed with the death of his own first born, as well as his entire nation. God watches over His people and blesses those who bless them and He curses those who curse them ( Genesis 12:3).

Genesis 12:3, "And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."



Verses 8-10 

The Birth of Moses - Exodus 1:8 to Exodus 2:10 records the birth of Moses. 

Exodus 1:8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. 
Exodus 1:8 — Scripture References- Note as similar passage in Acts 7:18, "Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph."

Exodus 1:9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we:
Exodus 1:10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land.
Exodus 1:11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses.
Exodus 1:12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of Israel.
Exodus 1:12 — Comments- The purpose of afflicting the children of Israel was to keep the men weakened. 

The affliction of the Israelites is like afflicting Christians; the more persecution, the more they spread and grow (see Acts 8:3-4).

Acts 8:3, "As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word."

Exodus 1:13 And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour:
Exodus 1:14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour.
Exodus 1:15 And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah:
Exodus 1:15 — Comments - Jimmy Swaggart notes how the Lord honours and immortalizes these two women by forever recording their names in Scripture while leaving the most powerful monarch on earth dishonoured by omitting his named so that to this day scholars are now sure which king of Egypt gave this order. 15]

15] Jimmy Swaggart, "The Preaching of the Cross," Sonshine Radio, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, radio program, 22February 2011.

Exodus 1:16 And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a Song of Solomon , then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.
Exodus 1:17 But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive.
Exodus 1:18 And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children alive?
Exodus 1:19 And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them.
Exodus 1:20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.
Exodus 1:21 And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.
Exodus 1:21 — "that he made them houses" - Comments- English translations read this phrase in one of two interpretations. Either that God provided for them their own physical houses to dwell in, or God gave them their own families, with husbands and children, to bless them. 

Exodus 1:22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.
Exodus 2:1 And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.
Exodus 2:1 — Comments- The Scriptures tell us the names of the parents of Moses. His father was called Amram and his mother was Jochebed ( Exodus 6:20, Numbers 26:59, 1 Chronicles 6:3; 1 Chronicles 23:13). 

Exodus 6:20, "And Amram took him Jochebed his father"s sister to wife; and she bare him Aaron and Moses: and the years of the life of Amram were an hundred and thirty and seven years."

Numbers 26:59, "And the name of Amram"s wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whom her mother bare to Levi in Egypt: and she bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, and Miriam their sister."

1 Chronicles 6:3, "And the children of Amram; Aaron, and Moses, and Miriam. The sons also of Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar."

1 Chronicles 23:13, "The sons of Amram; Aaron and Moses: and Aaron was separated, that he should sanctify the most holy things, he and his sons for ever, to burn incense before the LORD, to minister unto him, and to bless in his name for ever."

Exodus 2:2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.
Exodus 2:2 — Comments- According to Hebrews 11:23, the fact that Moses' mother hid her child was an act of faith towards God. Therefore, God honoured her faith.

Hebrews 11:23, "By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king"s commandment."

Exodus 2:3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river"s brink.
Exodus 2:3 — "And when she could not longer hide him" - Comments- Acts 7:20 tells us that this was a period of three month (see also Hebrews 11:23).

Acts 7:20, "In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished up in his father"s house three months:"

Hebrews 11:23, "By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king"s commandment."

Exodus 2:4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.
Exodus 2:4 — Comments- I have two beautiful daughters, ages ten and eight, and a younger Song of Solomon , age three. These two daughters love their little brother more than anything else in this world. They would have stood by the river and watched out for their little brother as well, with their little hearts pounding with fear and anticipation about the outcome of this terrible dilemma. They, too, would have been brave enough to approach Pharaoh's daughter, boldly risking their own lives to protect their beloved brother (2009).

Exodus 2:10 — Word Study on "Moses"- The name "Moses" name means, "drawn out". Note this explanation of Moses' name from Clement of Alexandria, one of the early Church fathers. He says that the name was of Egyptian origin.

"Thereupon the queen gave the babe the name of Moses, with etymological propriety, from his being drawn out of ‘the water,'--for the Egyptians call water ‘mou,'--in which he had been exposed to die. For they call Moses one who ‘who breathed [on being taken] from the water.' It is clear that previously the parents gave a name to the child on his circumcision; and he was called Joachim. And he had a third name in heaven, after his ascension, as the mystics say--Melchi." (Clement of Alexandria, The Stromata, or Miscellanies, 123) 16]

16] Clement of Alexander, The Stromata, or Miscellanies, 123 , in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 2, eds. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (Buffalo, New York: The Christian Literature Publishing Company, 1885), 335.

Comments- It is interesting to note that Moses was drawn out of the same river in which the other Hebrew babies were being cast into and drowned ( Exodus 1:22). In later years, Moses and those baptised with him will be delivered, or "drawn out", from the Red Sea, and Pharaoh's army "of men" will be drowned by water. The very people that tried to drown God's children will themselves be drowned.

Exodus 1:22, "And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 11-25 

Moses' Flight to the Land of Midian - Exodus 2:11-22 records the flight of Moses to the land of Midian and his marriage to the daughter of the priest of this region. Moses knew that he was a Hebrew since childhood. The occasion of his flight was due to the fact that he killed an Egyptian and brought the wrath of Pharaoh against him. At some point in time Moses came to understand his future role in leading Israel out of bondage ( Acts 7:25). In Exodus 2:11-12 Moses tries to deliver the Israelites in the flesh. The result is murder. Moses had to learn after spending forty years in the wilderness that God will do things in His time, not man"s time or man"s ways. God's ways are not our ways ( Isaiah 55:8-9).

Acts 7:25, "For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not."

Isaiah 55:8, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts."

It is very likely that God"s plan was to deliver Israel by Moses without the forty-year exile of Moses in the wilderness. God"s promise was to deliver Israel after four hundred (400) years ( Genesis 15:13). Instead, Israel stayed in bondage for four hundred and thirty (430) years ( Exodus 12:40-41). Perhaps this thirty-year delay was caused by the rejection of Moses by the Hebrews in Exodus 2:13-15, when they accused Moses of being a killer; or, perhaps it was caused by Moses" efforts of trying to deliver the Hebrews before it was time. Thus, Moses would have acted in zeal, in the flesh, and not in the power of God.

Genesis 15:13, "And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;"

Exodus 12:40-41, "Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt."

Moses stayed in the wilderness for forty years. A forty-year period in the Scriptures represents a period of trial and testing. For example, God judged and tested Israel in the wilderness for 40 years for their rebellion; and Jesus was tested in the wilderness for forty days. Perhaps this thirty-year delay was a judgment on the Hebrews for rejecting Moses as their deliverer, causing him to go into exile for forty years.

Exodus 2:14 — "Who made thee a prince and a judge over us" - Comments- The Hebrews asked Moses who made him a prince or a judge over them. Later in the wilderness, God did make Moses a judge over Israel. This statement is a foreshadowing of his future role as a leader over Israel. It will become typical of how the children Israel are going to begin murmuring against Moses in wilderness. Note:

Exodus 18:13, "And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening."

Note the New Testament references to Exodus 2:14 :

Acts 7:27-28, "But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday?"

Acts 7:35, "This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush."

Exodus 2:15 — Comments- The land of Midian was just outside of Pharaoh's jurisdiction, so that Moses was safe there.

Exodus 2:15-22 — Moses and the Priest of Midian - Exodus 2:15-22 records the early years of Moses in the land of Midian. He marries a daughter of the priest of Midian, who bears him a son named Gershom.

Exodus 2:16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father"s flock.
Exodus 2:16 — "Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters" - Comments - We recall Melchizedek, the king and priest of Salem. The Scriptures record the fact that both were righteous in their priestly duties. Note that the Midianites were descended from Midian, the son of Abraham and Keturah ( Genesis 25:1-2). Therefore, Jethro could have easily followed in the faith of his forefather Abraham.

Genesis 25:1-2, "Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah."

Exodus 2:16 — "and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father"s flock" - Word Study on "the troughs" - Gesenius tells us that the Hebrew word "troughs" "rahat" ( רַהַט) (H 7298) literally means, "a watering trough" ( Genesis 30:38; Genesis 30:41, Exodus 2:16). He gives us its figurative meaning as "ringlets, curls (apparently so called from their flowing down)" ( Song of Solomon 7:5). BDB tells us that it means, "a trough, a hollow, a lock of hair," suggesting that this meaning may be dubious. Strong says it probably comes from an unused root meaning, "to hollow out." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used four times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "gutter 2, trough 1, gallery 1."

Genesis 30:38, "And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came to drink."

Genesis 30:41, "And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods."

Exodus 2:16, "Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father"s flock."

Song of Solomon 7:5, "Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and the hair of thine head like purple; the king is held in the galleries."

Exodus 2:18 — Comments- Reuel is the same individual as Jethro, or Jether and Hobab (see Exodus 3:1, Numbers 10:29).

Exodus 3:1, "Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb."

Numbers 10:29, "And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses" father in law, We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good concerning Israel."

Exodus 2:22 — Word Study on "Gershom" - Gesenius says the name "Gershom" ( גֵּרְשׁוֹן) (H 1648) means, "expulsion." Strong says it means, "a refugee." PTW says it means, "exile."

Exodus 2:24 — Comments- God cannot lie ( Numbers 23:19). He had a covenant with Abraham ( Exodus 3:7). Therefore, God was watching out for the children of Abraham.

Numbers 23:19, "God is not a Prayer of Manasseh , that he should lie; neither the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?"

Exodus 3:7, "And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;"

Exodus 2:23-25 — Comments- Israel's Cry for Deliverance- God hears the cry of His children.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17 

Moses' Divine Commission - In the story of Exodus 3:1 to Exodus 4:17, God breaks the silence of four hundred without a divine visitation to His people. God now calls Moses to bring His people out of Egyptian bondage and into the Promised Land.

Divine Commissions in the Holy Scriptures- We often find a divine commission at the beginning of the story of God' servants in the Scriptures. We see in the book of Genesis that Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob each received their commissions at the beginning of their genealogies which divide the book of Genesis into major divisions. We also see how Moses received his divine commission near the beginning of his story found within Exodus to Deuteronomy. Joshua received his commission in the first few verses of the book of Joshua. Also, we see that Isaiah , Jeremiah and Ezekiel each received a divine commission at the beginning of their ministries. The book of Ezra opens with a divine call to rebuild the Temple and the book of Nehemiah begins with a call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which callings Ezra and Nehemiah answered. In the New Testament, we find Paul the apostle receiving his divine commission in Acts 9:1-22 at the beginning of the lengthy section on Paul's life and ministry. 

Each of these divine callings support God's original commission to Adam in the story of Creation to be fruitful and multiply, a charge to produce righteousness offspring upon the earth, for these men were called to bring the about the multiplication of godly seeds. The patriarchs were called to multiply and produce a nation of righteousness. Moses was called to bring Israel out of bondage; but he missed his calling to bring them into the Promised Land. Joshua was called to bring them in to the land. Esther was called to preserve the seed of Israel as was Noah, while Ezra and Nehemiah were called to bring them back into the Promised Land. All of the Judges , the kings and the prophets were called to call the children of Israel out of sin and bondage and into obedience and prosperity. They were all called to bring God's children out of bondage and destruction and into God's blessings and multiplication. The stories in the Old Testament show us that some of these men fulfilled their divine commission while others either fell short through disobedience or were too wicked to hear their calling from God.

One reason why these prophets received such a mighty visitation is understood in a comment by Kenneth Hagin, who said that when the Lord gives us a vision or a word for the future, it often precedes a trial, and is used to anchor our soul and take us through the trial. 17] If we look at the lives of the three Major Prophets, this is exactly what we see. These three men faced enormous trials and objections during their ministries. Their divine commissions certain were the anchor of their souls as it gave them strength and assurance that they were in God's will despite their difficulties. We see such dramatic encounters in the lives of Moses and Saul of Tarsus, as God gave them their divine commissions for a work that was difficult and even cost them their lives.

17] Kenneth Hagin, Following God's Plan For Your Life (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994), 118.

Note the New Testament reference to this passage in Acts 7:33-34 :

Acts 7:33-34, "Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the place where thou standest is holy ground. I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt."

Exodus 3:1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.
Exodus 3:1 — Comments- Note that Moses has went from the most honoured position in Egypt to the most despised occupation of Egyptians, shepherding. In Genesis 46:34, a shepherd was an abomination to the Egyptians.

Genesis 46:34, "That ye shall say, Thy servants" trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians."

Exodus 3:1 — Comments- It is very common that the Lord pulls young Christians aside for periods of solitude. It is during these times that God teaches His children in order to prepare them for the work that He has called them to. Moses' time in Arabia was not wasted time, but a time for the Lord to teach him the ways of God. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts regarding Paul's visit to Arabia:

"O My beloved, ye do not need to make your path (like a snow plow), for lo, I say unto thee, I go before you. Yea, I shall engineer circumstances on thy behalf. I am thy husband, and I will protect thee and care for thee, and make full provision for thee. I know thy need, and I am concerned for thee: for thy peace, for thy health, for thy strength. I cannot use a tired body, and ye need to take time to renew thine energies, both spiritual and physical. I am the God of Battle, but I am also the One who said: They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. And Jesus said, Come ye apart and rest a little while.

"I will teach you, even as I taught Moses on the back side of the desert, and as I taught Paul in Arabia. So will I teach you. Thus it shall be a constructive period, and not in any sense wasted time. But as the summer course to the school teacher, it is vital to thee in order that ye be fully qualified for your ministry.

There is no virtue in activity as such - neither in inactivity. I minister to thee in solitude that ye may minister of Me to others as a spontaneous overflow of our communion. Never labor to serve, nor force opportunities. Set thy heart to be at peace and to sit at My feet. Learn to be ready, but not to be anxious. Learn to say ‘no' to the demands of men and to say ‘yes' to the call of the Spirit…...Come away, My beloved, and be as the doe upon the mountains; yea, we shall go down together to the gardens." 18]

18] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 145-6. 

Exodus 3:2 — Comments- The angel that spoke to Moses was manifested as a flame of fire (see Acts 7:30, Hebrews 1:7).

Acts 7:30, "And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush."

Hebrews 1:7, "And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire."

Exodus 3:5 — Comments- The only other time when the Lord told man to take off his shoes was when the Captain of the Lord of Hosts met Joshua to lead him into the Promised Land.

Joshua 5:15, "And the captain of the LORD"S host said unto Joshua , Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so."

Exodus 3:5 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note the New Testament reference.

Acts 7:33, "Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the place where thou standest is holy ground."

Exodus 3:6 — Comments- God revealed Himself unto Moses as "the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob". 

Exodus 3:6, "Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God."

This revealed to Moses that his office and ministry was to bring God's people out of Egyptian bondage. Moses' name, which means, "drawn out", indicates his ministry and anointing of bringing out God's people from bondage. However, unto Joshua the Lord revealed Himself as the "Captain of the Host of the Lord". This name indicated that Joshua was to walk under this anointing as a warrior and lead God's people into battle.

Abraham was a stranger in the land of Canaan. Therefore, God revealed Himself to Abraham as a stranger in this land so that Abraham would better understand his office and calling.

Exodus 3:6 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament- Note references to Exodus 3:6 in the New Testament:

Matthew 22:32, "I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living."

Mark 12:26, "And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?"

Luke 20:37-38, "Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him."

Acts 3:13, "The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go."

Acts 7:32, "Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold."

Exodus 3:7 — Comments- God heard the cry of the children of Israel when they were in bondage in Egypt. However, they had been in Egypt for four hundred thirty (430) years, and it was not until the bondage became so intense that they cried out to God in tears. In fact, their firstborn were being thrown into the Nile River, and this moved them to prayer with tears. This is the prayer that moved God to deliver them from their bondage.

I bring out this point because there are a number of examples in the Scriptures where God does not move until a person sows in tears. For example, we see that Rachel was barren until she cried out to her husband, "Give me children, or else I die." ( Genesis 30:1), and "God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb" ( Genesis 30:22). We see how Hannah was barren for years, until she cried before the Lord, "she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore. She vowed a vow…" ( 1 Samuel 1:10-11). God gave her a son. It was the intense cries of the Sodomites that brought God's judgment upon those wicked cities, "And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it." ( Genesis 18:20-21)

Exodus 3:8 — "unto a land flowing with milk and honey" - Comments- We find in Exodus 3:8 the first use of the phrase "a land flowing with milk and honey," a phrase that will be used twenty times in the Old Testament to refer to the Promised Land, with fifteen of those uses in the Pentateuch, one use in Joshua , and another four uses in Jeremiah and Ezekiel. We can quickly observe that milk was a sweet drink, containing lactose, and honey was the sweetest of foods to eat. The word "flowing" means abundance, of more than what is needed. Thus, it implies an overflow of blessings into the lives of other people and other nations.

We can also note a common factor in the nutritional benefits of milk and honey. Milk is necessary in a new born for develop of its immune system. Honey is found to assist and give support to an immune system because of the plant pollen that is used to make it.

Exodus 3:9 — "the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me" - Comments- Perhaps not every individual Israelite cried out to God for deliverance; but enough of them cried out to Him that it moved the heart of God to deliver them.

Exodus 3:10 — Comments- Egypt is a symbol of being in bondage to pleasures and worldly lusts ( Revelation 11:8).

Revelation 11:8, "And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified."

Exodus 3:10 — Comments- The Lord told Moses to perform a great task. He revealed His name to Moses. As revealed in these next chapters, the Lord is going to equip Moses and show him how to perform this great task. Moses will use the name of God to perform this task.

Exodus 3:11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?
Exodus 3:11 — Comments- Moses immediately looks at his own ability. It had failed to deliver the Hebrew children forty years ago in Exodus 1:11-15. Rick Joyner calls this a form of false humility in Moses that is actually the same pride that caused man to fall in the Garden of Eden. 19]

19] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 143-4.

Exodus 3:12 — Comments- Note the New Testament reference to Exodus 3:12 in Acts 7:7, "And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I Judges , said God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place."

Exodus 3:14 — Word Study on "I AM" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( הָיַה) (H 1961) is a verb that literally means, "to be, to become, to come to pass." The Hebrew name for God, YHWH ( יְהוָֹה) (H 3068), which means, "the self Existent or Eternal One," is a derivative of this verb.

Comments- In this passage of Scripture, God reveals Himself in a more personal way to Moses than He had ever revealed Himself to any other man on earth, including Abraham (see Exodus 6:2-3).

This name for God reveals that God is neither subject to time nor space. He is eternal, and does not live in the present, as man does. God sees the past, present, and future all at once.

John 8:58, "Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am."

Afterwards, God reveals three of His divine aspects to Moses and the children of Israel at a time when the people needed this aspect of God"s blessing. In other words, as the people of Israel faced needs in their wilderness journey, God revealed Himself by His names. We see these three aspects of the Lord in:

Exodus 15:25-26 - "I am the Lord that healeth thee"

Exodus 17:15-16 - The Lord thy victor or banner

Exodus 31:13 - "I am the LORD that doth sanctify you"

This order follows Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Isaiah , and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

A person must first have a personal experience with God. Then, the Lord begins to reveal Himself to those who seek Him.

YHWH:

Exodus 6:2-3, "And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them."

The Lord our Healer:

Exodus 15:25-26, "And he cried unto the LORD and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee."

The Lord our Banner:

Exodus 17:15-16, "And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it

Jehovahnissi: For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation."

The Lord who Sanctifies:

Exodus 31:13, "Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you."

Jealous:

Exodus 34:14, "For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:"

Exodus 3:14 — Comments- The Lord is the very "life that exists in creation." He is even the life within the enemies of God. He is ‘the beginning and…the end of all things." 20] He is the Lord of Hosts and the Prince of Peace, the Lion of the tribe of Judah and the Lamb of God. He is "I AM" because He is our God of the present. We cannot know Him as the God of the past or future, but we must seek him daily in order to abide with him. He is our life and without Him we would die. He is our light and without Him we would walk in darkness. 21]

20] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 59.

21] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 59-63.

Exodus 3:15 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note New Testament references to Exodus 3:15 :

Matthew 22:32, "I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living."

Mark 12:26, "And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?"

Luke 20:37-38, "Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him."

Acts 3:13, "The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go."

Acts 7:32, "Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold."

Exodus 3:19 — Comments - Exodus 3:19 can be interpreted in two ways. 

(1) The Hand of God - This verse is usually understood to say that the king of Egypt will not let the children of Israel out from bondage except by the mighty hand of the Lord.

Brenton, "But I know that Pharaoh king of Egypt will not let you go, save with a mighty hand."

DRC, "But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go, but by a mighty hand."

NIV, "But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him."

(2) The Hand of Man - This verse can also be interpreted to mean that no one has the strength or power to make Pharaoh let the children of Israel out from bondage. John Durham gives the following paraphrase of this verse, "The Pharaoh will have no thought of granting such a wish and could not even be forced to do so by any power men could muster." 22] We find additional support for this view in Exodus 6:1, "Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land."

22] John I. Durham, Exodus , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 3, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), notes on Exodus 3:19-20.

Exodus 3:21-22 — Comments - The Wealth of the Egyptians- Where did the Egyptians attain all of this wealth? Much of this gold and silver came into the nation of Egypt during the time of Joseph, when the Lord used Joseph to obtain its wealth. Here, we see how God is providing the needs of the children thru Joseph ( Exodus 11:1-3; Exodus 12:35-36).

Exodus 11:1-3, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh"s servants, and in the sight of the people."

Exodus 12:35-36, "And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

Exodus 4:1-3 — Comments- God Gives Moses a Rod to Perform Miracles- Many evangelists have preached to the heathen. When they gave no response to accept Jesus, the preacher performed signs and wonders in Jesus' name, just as Moses performed signs and wonders with the rod so they might also believe. In fact, when Jesus preached in Judea to the many Pharisees and others who challenged His ministry, He operated in the gifts of the Spirit, while in His Galilean ministry He preached to people who received His message, so that they were healed because of their faith in Him. 

Exodus 4:15 — Word Study on "Aaron" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Aaron" ( אַהֲרֹון) (H 175) means, "mountainous." Strong says it means, "light bringer," and is derived from an uncertain origin. BDB says, "light bringer." PTW interprets this word to mean "enlightened, rich, mountaineer." Hitchcock reads, "a teacher; lofty; mountain of strength." 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 18-31 

The Beginning of Moses' Public Ministry - Exodus 4:18-31 records the beginning of Moses' public ministry towards the children of Israel. Aaron travelled into the wilderness and escorted his brother Moses to Egypt and introduced him to the Jewish elders. There Moses used his rod to perform signs that accompanied Aaron's message to them, and the people believed. As Moses presented himself to Israel by coming out of the wilderness, he will depart into the wilderness to die in Deuteronomy 34:1-8.

We can compare this event of Moses' presentation to Israel to the presentation of Jesus Christ to the Jews at the beginning of His public ministry. Jesus also came from the wilderness and was water baptised, with the testimony of his cousin John the Baptist, accompanied by a miracle of God speaking audibly from Heaven. In fact, John the Baptist dwelt in the wilderness and presented himself to the Jews from this location.

Exodus 4:18 — "Let me go, I pray thee" - Comments- Moses, by marriage, had become a Song of Solomon -in-law of Jethro. Thus, Moses entreated him in such a manner of respect.

Exodus 4:19 — Comments - The Lord will make a similar statement to Joseph, telling him to return with Mary and Jesus to the land of Israel ( Matthew 2:20).

Matthew 2:20, "Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child"s life."

Exodus 4:20 — "and Moses took the rod of God in his hand" - Comments- This rod was simply a wooden stick before Moses laid it before the Lord. Now, it has become a mighty instrument that will work signs and wonders, an instrument of judgment upon the nation of Egypt. It will be used to defeat the Amalekites, to part the Red Sea and to bring water out of a rock. It became the mighty rod of God.

Exodus 4:24-26 — Comments- The Circumcision of Moses' Song of Solomon - Circumcision represents the removing of the fleshly, carnal nature of man. Zipporah understood this was the covenant of the God of the Israelites, thought she did not like having to circumcise her own child. She had the wisdom to do what Moses had failed to do. Moses was going to have to walk in the spirit and crucify flesh. Just as Eli had failed to discipline his sons and bring the judgment of God upon him, his sons and the nation of Israel, so had Moses failed to discipline himself and his sons in obeying the Abrahamic covenant of circumcision.

It is interesting to compare the parallel story in The Book of Jubilees (482-3) which tells us that it was a demonic angel named Mastema who came against Moses to slay him.

Exodus 4:24 — Word Study on "the Lord" - The Hebrew word "YHWH" ( יהוה) (H 3068) is translated "the Lord" throughout the Old Testament 

Exodus 4:24 — Comments- Note that the sin for not being circumcised was to be cut off from the people of Israel ( Genesis 17:14).

Genesis 17:14, "And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant."

Exodus 4:27 And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him.
Exodus 4:27 — "And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses" - Comments - Exodus 4:27 reveals the fact that Moses knew his biological family while being raised in the house of Pharaoh, for Aaron goes out to meet his brother Moses.

Exodus 4:27 — "And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him" - Comments - The meeting place was Mount Sinai, to which Moses would bring the children of Israel after their Exodus from Egypt.

Exodus 4:30-31 — Comments - The Purpose of Signs and Wonders- Signs are displayed and then faith follows. Israel received this good report. However, during the wilderness journey, when their circumstances required that they walk by faith, they went by sight, and not by faith.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-23 

Exodus 5:1 And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.
Exodus 5:1 — "Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness" - Comments- The Lord has used at least two different terms in describing to the children of Israel what to do once they were set free. They were to serve God ( Exodus 3:12), make a sacrifice ( Exodus 3:18), and hold a feast unto the Lord ( Exodus 5:1). However, while Moses was spending forty days and nights upon Mount Sinai, the children of Israel had their own idolatrous way of holding a feast. Aaron built a golden calf, and made the Israelites feast and drink and make sacrifices, as they worshipped the golden image ( Exodus 32:5).

Exodus 3:12, "And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.

Exodus 3:18, "And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, we beseech thee, three days" journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.

Exodus 32:5, "And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD."

Exodus 5:10 — "straw" - Comments- Even today in African villages straw is used in making bricks of clay. The straw gives the bricks added strength.

Exodus 5:21 — Comments- Exodus 5:21 gives us the first recorded complaint from the children of Israel against Moses. This plants a seed for these stubborn people to continue a lifestyle of murmuring and complaining which will eventually end with their destruction in the wilderness because of their rebellion against God.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-30 

Exodus 6:3 — "God Almighty" - Comments- God revealed this name of God Almighty to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Abraham:

Genesis 17:1, "And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect."

Isaac:

Genesis 28:3, "And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people;"

Jacob:

Genesis 35:11, "And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;"

Exodus 6:20 — "Jochebed his father"s sister to wife" - Comments- Amram"s father was Kohath. Kohath was a son of Levi. Therefore, Jochebed was a daughter of Levi ( Numbers 26:59). 

Numbers 26:59, "And the name of Amram"s wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whom her mother bare to Levi in Egypt: and she bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, and Miriam their sister."

Exodus 6:24 — Comments- Origen tells us the meanings of the three names of the sons of Korah.

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: "Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah." For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, "instruction," and the second Elkana, which is translated, "possession of God," and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, "congregation of the father," yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, "As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God." But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , "O God, we have heard with our ears." (Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 23]

23] Origen, Commentary on Matthew (Giesen, Germany: New Advent, 2008) [on-line]; accessed 24February 2009; available from http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101614.htm: Internet.

Exodus 6:14-27 — Comments - The Genealogy of Moses and Aaron - Exodus 6:14-27 inserts the genealogy of Moses and Aaron within a passage in which Moses argues with the Lord about Pharaoh and the children of Israel not harkening unto him, so the Lord appoints Aaron as the spokesman for Moses. This genealogy lists the first three sons born to Jacob by Leah: Reuben, Simeon, and Levi. One apparent purpose of this genealogy is to establish the biological relationship between Moses and Aaron.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-13 

Exodus 7:1 — Comments - Moses was made like God to Pharaoh in the sense that he will perform divine miracles before the king's eyes.

Exodus 7:4 — "But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt" - Comments- God also hardened the heart of Sihon, king of Heshbon ( Deuteronomy 2:30).

Deuteronomy 2:30, "But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day."

Exodus 7:4 — "and bring forth mine armies" - Comments - The children of Israel are called the Lord's armies three times in the book of Exodus. This description is used perhaps within the context of God's confrontation with Pharaoh, since the Israelites will play a key role in spoiling the Egyptians. God fights the battles and Israel receives the benefits and blessings.

Exodus 12:17, "And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever."

Exodus 12:51, "And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies."

God is called the Lord of the Armies (Sabaoth) in the book of James.

James 5:4, "Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth."

Exodus 7:4-5 — Comments - The Ten Plagues - Exodus 7:4-5 states that the Lord will bring the children of Israel out by great judgments so that the Egyptians will know that He is the Lord. This statement indicates that the ten plagues will be directed towards the gods of the Egyptians. Further evidence is seen immediately within the narrative when Moses' rod becomes a serpent before Pharaoh's court and swallows those of the magicians, which is a testimony of the greater power of Moses' God.

Exodus 7:9 — "When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you" - Comments- Pharaoh asks for a sign; and when the sign is given by Moses, Pharaoh still did not believe. The scribes and Pharisees sought a sign from Jesus ( Matthew 12:38-39). The rich man wanted to send Lazarus back from the dead as a sign to his brothers ( Luke 16:31).

Matthew 12:38-39, "Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:"

: Luke 16:31, "And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead."

Exodus 7:11 — Comments- Satan attempts to mimic the things of God. Ancient writings tell us that the names of the two magicians who stood before Pharaoh were Jannes and Jambres. 2 Timothy 3:8 tells us that there will be deceivers in the last days working miracles and operating in witchcraft just as these two magicians did during the time of Moses. In what manner did they withstand Moses? Ancient Jewish tradition tells us that Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses copying the miracles of his in (1) turning their rods into serpents ( Exodus 7:11), (2) turning water into blood ( Exodus 7:22), and (3) causing frogs to come up on the land ( Exodus 8:7).

2 Timothy 3:8, "Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith."

Exodus 7:11, "Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments."

Exodus 7:22,"And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh"s heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said."

Exodus 8:7, "And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt."

The only place in the Old or New Testaments where the names Jannes and Jambres are used is found in 2 Timothy 3:8. We know from the context that this refers to the magicians that stood before Moses, when he appeared before Pharaoh (see Exodus 7:11).

Exodus 7:11, "Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments."

These two names originated in ancient Jewish writings outside the Sacred Scriptures, being found in the tradition of the Talmudists and Rabbis. F. F. Bruce tells us that these two names are mentioned in The Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel On the Pentateuch (see Exodus 1:15; Exodus 7:11, Numbers 22:22) as well as in the Babylonian Talmud (Menachoth 85a) and in other rabbinical literature, which identifies them as Balaam's two sons. Bruce goes on to tell us that one of the documents discovered with the Dead Sea Scrolls, called "the Zadokite Work, a Qumran document of about 100 B.C, speaks of ‘Jannes and his brother' as being raised up by Belial when Moses and Aaron were raised up by the ‘Prince of Lights'." 24] The TWOT gives additional references where these two names appear in Jewish literature. 25]

24] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 257-8.

25] See The Babylonian Talmud, Tract Menachoth, 85a; Ex. r, 7 on ; Tract Menachoth, 85a; Ex. r, 9 on 7:12, Yalkut Shim'oni on Exodus 2:15, No 168, Yalkut Shim'oni on Exodus 14:24, No 235, Midrash ויושׁע, loc. cit.; Tanch. כי תשׁא, 15 on Exodus 32. See Kittel, Gerhard, G. W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vols 5-9 edited by Gerhard Friedrich, vol 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin, (electronic ed.) (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1964-c 1976), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 3:193.

"And Pharoh told that Hebrews , being asleep, had seen in his dream, and, behold, all the land of Mizraim was placed in one scale of a balance, and a lamb, the young of a sheep, was ill the other scale; and the scale with the lamb in it overweighed. Forthwith he sent and called all the magicians of Mizraim, and imparted to them his dream. Immediately Jannis and Jambres, the chief of the magicians, opened their mouth and answered Pharoh? A certain child is about to be born in the congregation of Israel, by whose hand will be destruction to all the land of Mizraim." (Targum of Jonathan, on Exodus 1:15) 26]

26] J. W. Etheridge, ed, The Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel On the Pentateuch With The Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum From the Chaldee, (London: Longman, Green, Longman and Roberts, 1862).

( וקרא לחוד פרעה לחכימייא ולחרשייא ועבדו לחוד הינון יניס וימבריס חרשין דבמצרים בלחשי קוסמיהון היכדין) (Targum of Jonathan, on Exodus 7:11) 27]

27] Stephen A Kaufman, ed, Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon, in Targum Pseudo-Jonathan to the Pentateuch (Jerusalem: Hebrew Union College, 2005), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), Exodus 7:11.

"And Bileam, arose in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. [JERUSALEM. And Bileam arose in the morning, and made ready his ass, and went with the princes of Moab.] But the anger of the Lord was provoked, because he would go (that he might) curse them; and the angel of the Lord stood in the way to be an adversary to him. But he sat upon his ass, and his two young men, Jannes and Jambres, were with him." (Targum of Jonathan, on Numbers 22:22) 28]

28] J. W. Etheridge, ed, The Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel On the Pentateuch With The Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum From the Chaldee, (London: Longman, Green, Longman and Roberts, 1862).

"All [offerings] must be offered from the choicest produce, etc. Johana and Mamre said to Moshe, ‘Wouldst thou carry straw to Hafaraim?' He answered them, ‘There is a common saying. "Bring herbs to Herbtown."'" (Talmud, Tract Menachoth, 85a) 29]

29] Greg, Killian, The Oral Law (Lacey, Washington: The Watchman) [on-line]; accessed 25 February 2009; available from http://www.betemunah.org/orallaw.html; Internet.

These two names are found in other ancient books as well. In his writing The Defense of Apuleius, Lucius Apuleius (A.D 123-170) makes a reference to Moses and Jannes.

"Although I might, with the greatest justice, make use of these arguments, still, I spare you them; nor do I deem it enough to have abundantly proved my innocence on all the points on which you accuse me, and to have never allowed the slightest suspicion even of the practice of magic to attach to me. Only consider what a degree of confidence in my own innocence I display, and what supreme contempt of you [my accusers], when I say that if even the slightest ground shall appear why I should have coveted this match with Pudentilla for the sake of any advantage to myself, if you shall prove the most trifling gain to me thereby, then may I be held to be a Phrynondas, a Damigeron, a Moses, a Jannes, an Apollonius, or even Dardanus himself, or any one else, who, since the days of Zoroaster and Ostanes, has been celebrated among magicians." 30]

30] Mary Tighe and Hudson Gurney, The Defense of Apuleius, in The Works of Apuleius (London: William Clowes and Sons, 1878), 336-7.

Origen (A.D 185-254), in his commentary on Matthew 27:9, states that there was an apocryphal book--not yet rediscovered--called "The Book of Jannes and Jambres." Origen says that Paul is quoting from this lost book here in 2 Timothy 3:8. 31] Origen also mentions these two individuals in his work Against Celsus.
31] "Orig. on Matthew 27:9 (only in the Lat. translation: Item quod ait: "Sicut Iamnes et Mambres restiterunt Moysi," non invenitur in publicis Iibris, sed in libro secreto qui suprascribitur liber lamnes et Mambres)." Kittel, Gerhard, G. W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vols 5-9 edited by Gerhard Friedrich, vol 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin, (electronic ed.) (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1964-c 1976), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 3:193.

"He [Celsus] relates also the account respecting Moses, and Jannes, and Jambres." (Origen, Against Celsus 451) 32]

32] Origen, Against Celsus, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 4, eds. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (Buffalo, New York: The Christian Literature Publishing Company, 1885), 521.

The TWOT says, "Pope Gelasius [d 496] in his Decretum De Libris Recipiendis et Non Recipiendis also mentions an apocryphal Book of Jannes and Jambres (Iiber qui appellatur Paenitentia Jamne et Mambre apocryphus)" [Line 303, ed. E. v. Dobschtz, TU, 3. Reihe, 8, 4 (1912), 12] 33]

33] Kittel, Gerhard, G. W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vols 5-9 edited by Gerhard Friedrich, vol 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin, (electronic ed.) (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1964-c 1976), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), .

Exodus 7:12 — Comments- In nature, when snakes swallow other snakes, the process takes a little time. In the world of nature, no snake could swallow several snakes in a row. The snake strikes out with a wounding bite, gets a firm grip and manoeuvres his grip towards the struggling snake's head until he swallows the head and all. Thus, it was miraculous that one snake could eat two in a row.



Verses 1-30 

Exodus 7:1 to Exodus 12:30 — The Ten Plagues - Exodus 7:1 to Exodus 12:30 records the story of the ten plagues of Egypt. Here is a summary of the Ten Plagues:

	Aaron turns rod to a serpent ( Exodus 7:10)
	
	
	Magicians copy ( Exodus 7:11)

	1. Water turned to blood (throughout land) 
	
	
	Magicians copy ( Exodus 7:22)

	2. Frogs (covered land of Egypt) ( Exodus 7:6) 
	
	
	Magicians copy ( Exodus 8:7)

	3. Lice or flies (covered land) ( Exodus 8:17) 
	
	
	Magicians could not ( Exodus 8:18)

	4. Swarms (division of Goshen) ( Exodus 8:24; Exodus 8:23)
	
	
	

	5. Murrain (cattle disease) ( Exodus 9:3)
	
	
	

	6. Boils ( Exodus 9:10)
	
	
	

	7. Hail (division of Goshen) ( Exodus 9:23; Exodus 9:26)
	
	
	

	8. Locusts ( Exodus 10:13)
	
	
	

	9. Darkness (division of Goshen) ( Exodus 10:22)
	
	
	

	10.Death of first-born (Israel covered up blood) ( Exodus 12:29, Exodus 11:7)
	
	
	


The Ten Plagues upon Egypt were delivered by God in progressive intensity until it ended with the death of the firstborn. These plagues were a means of judgment upon the people of Egypt in order to bring them to repentance an to an acknowledgment of the God of Israel as the true and living God. This is why many of the plagues were orchestrated to demonstrate that the God of Israel was more powerful than particular gods of Egyptian mythology.

The wise men, sorcerers and magicians were able to copy the first three signs of the rod turning into a serpent ( Exodus 7:11), the water turning into blood ( Exodus 7:22), and the plague of frogs ( Exodus 8:7). After this, these enchanters began to see that God was working thru Moses and Aaron.

Exodus 7:11, "Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments."

Exodus 7:22, "And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh"s heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said."

Exodus 8:7, "And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt."



Verse 14 

The Ten Plagues - Exodus 7:14 to Exodus 11:10 records the story of the Ten Plagues that God brought upon the nation of Egypt. The swallowing of the serpents of Pharaoh's magicians by the serpent of Moses ( Exodus 7:11-12) foreshadows the fact that the Ten Plagues were a power struggle between the gods of Egypt and the God of Israel. These enchantments by Pharaoh's sorcerers symbolized the strength of their gods. Yet, the Ten Plagues demonstrated that God's power extended beyond their gods of enchantment unto all of the gods that were worshipped in the land of Egypt, deities that were designated for every area of their lives. The Egyptians served deities of heaven and deities of the earth, deities of the weather, over their crops and those for diseases. Each deity was believed to have power over a limited aspect of one's life. The Egyptians knew that their gods were limited in scope of influence and power. With the Ten Plagues, God proved that His power encompassed over all creation and every aspect of human life.

Throughout the Ten Plagues God demonstrated that He was God Almighty. This was God's way of using judgment to bring men to repentance. In fact, the Scriptures indicate that a number of Egyptians were converted and followed the Israelites out in the Exodus to serve their God.

Exodus 12:38, "And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle."

Numbers 11:4, "And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?"

These converts declared that they would go with the children of Israel because God is with them, as the prophet Zechariah says would happen again later in Israel's history ( Zechariah 8:3); or, as Ruth clung to Naomi in order to serve her God.

Zechariah 8:23, "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you."

Ruth 1:16, "And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:"

When God judges a nation as He did Egypt during the time of Moses, He always begins by judging the object of a nation's trust and confidence. For example, in 2001to 2003, the Lord judged the United States in three areas. The destruction of the World Trade Center symbolized American's trust in its wealth. The damage to the Pentagon on the same day represented American's military might. The explosion of the U.S. Space Shuttle Columbia represented American's technology and ingenuity. None of these three are above God Almighty. In the same way, God judged the deities of Egypt so that these people would know the true and living God, the God of Israel.

The Significance of the Number "Ten" - The Hebrew phrase "ten times" ( פְּעָמִ֔ים עֶ֣שֶׂר) is made up of two words, "ten" ( עֶשֶׂר) (H 6235), and "times" ( פַּעַם) (H 6471). Although the literal translation Isaiah , "ten times," John Gill understands the phrase "ten times" in Numbers 14:22 as an idiom to mean a rounded number, which is equivalent to "time after time," thus "numerous times." He says that although the Jews counted ten literal occasions when Israel tempted the Lord during the wilderness journeys, Aben Ezra gives this phrase a figurative meaning of "many times." 34] T. E. Espin adds to the figurative meaning of Numbers 14:22 by saying that Israel had tempted the Lord to its fullness, so that the Lord would now pass judgment upon them, even denying them access into the Promised Land, which is clearly stated in the next verse. 35]

34] Gill lists ten literal occasions, "twice at the sea, Exodus 14:11; twice concerning water, Exodus 15:23; twice about manna, Exodus 16:2; twice about quails, Exodus 16:12; once by the calf, Exodus 32:1; and once in the wilderness of Paran, Numbers 14:1, which last and tenth was the present temptation." John Gill, Numbers , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Numbers 14:22.

35] E. T. Espin and J. F. Thrupp, Numbers , in The Holy Bible According to the Authorized Version (A.D 1611), with an Explanation and Critical Commentary and a Revision of the Translation, by Bishops and Clergy of the Anglican Church, vol 1, part 2, ed. F. C. Cook (London: John Murray, 1871), 702.

The phrase "ten times" is used as an idiom in several passages in the Scriptures to mean countless times ( Genesis 31:7, Numbers 14:22, Nehemiah 4:12).

Genesis 31:7, "And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me."

Numbers 14:22, "Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice;"

Nehemiah 4:12, "And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you."

The NAB translates this phrase in Genesis 31:7 as "time after time."

NAB, "yet your father cheated me and changed my wages time after time. God, however, did not let him do me any harm."

The number ten represents a counting system that is based on ten units. Thus, the number ten can be interpreted literally to represent the numerical system, or it can be given a figurative meaning to reflect the concept of multiple occurrences.



Verses 14-25 

The First Plague (The Water is Turned to Blood) - We read the story of the first plague in Exodus 7:14-25 in which Moses turned the waters of the Nile River into blood. This was the same river in which the Egyptians had thrown the Hebrew babies ( Exodus 1:22). During the Tribulation Period, the book of Revelation records the vial that the third angel poured forth upon the rivers of the earth and turned them to blood. Then the angel announced that these wicked men would now drink blood for the killing of the saint and prophets of God ( Revelation 16:4-7). In the same sense, it is possible that the Egyptians were made to drink blood because they had shed the blood of the Hebrew children by throwing them into the same Nile River.

Exodus 1:22, "And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive."

Revelation 16:4-7, "And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even Song of Solomon , Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments."

James Breasted says the activity of the sun and the Nile River made the two strongest impressions upon this ancient Egyptian society. He says, "In the Sun-god, Revelation , Atum, Horus, Khepri, and in the Nile, Osiris, we find the great gods of Egyptian life and thought, who almost from the beginning entered upon a rivalry for the highest place in the religion of Egypt- a rivalry which ceased only with the annihilation of Egyptian religion at the close of the fifth century of the Christian era." 36] He quotes from ancient Egyptian texts to support the identification of Osiris as the Nile god.

36] James H. Breasted, Development of Religion and Thought in Ancient Egypt (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1912), 8.

"The clearest statement of the nature of Osiris is that contained in the incident of the finding of the dead god by his son Horus, as narrated in the Pyramid Texts: ‘Horus comes, he recognizes his father in thee, youthful in thy name of "Fresh Water."' [Pyramid Text 589] Equally unequivocal are the words of King Ramses IV, who says to the god: ‘Thou art indeed the Nile, great on the fields at the beginning of the seasons; gods and men live by the moisture that is in thee.' [Mariette, Abydos, II, 54, 17.]… ‘The lakes fill, the canals are inundated, by the purification that came forth from Osiris'; [Pyramid Text 848] or ‘Ho this Osiris, king Meniere! Thy water, thy libation is the great inundation that came forth from thee.'" [Pyramid Text 868] 37] 

37] James H. Breasted, Development of Religion and Thought in Ancient Egypt (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1912), 18-9.

Breasted concludes, "It is evident from these earliest sources that Osiris was identified with the waters, especially the inundation, with the soil, and with vegetation." 38] 

38] James H. Breasted, Development of Religion and Thought in Ancient Egypt (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1912), 23.

Petrie tells us that the Nile River was also worshipped as another of Egypt's nature gods called Hapi.

"Hapi, the Nile, must also be placed with Nature gods. He is figured as a Prayer of Manasseh , or two men for the Upper and Lower Niles, holding a tray of produce of the land, and having large female breasts as being the nourisher of the valley. A favourite group consists of the two Nile figures tying the plants of Upper and Lower Egypt around the emblem of union. He was worshipped at Nilopolis, and also at the shrines which marked the boating stages, about a hundred in number all along the river. Festivals were held at the rising of the Nile, like those still kept up at various stages of the inundation. Hymns in honour of the river attribute all prosperity and good to its benefits." 39]

39] W. M. Finders Petrie, The Religion of Ancient Egypt (London: Archibald Constable and Co. Ltd, 1906), 56-7.

Miriam Lichtheim says the ancient Egyptian Hymn to Hapy personifies the Nile River as the god Hapy.

"Hapy, the personified inundating Nile, aroused feelings of thankful exuberance which inspired some fine poetry. Pyramid Text 581speaks of the "meadows laughing when the riverbanks are flooded," and the great hymn before us has woven the reactions of the people to the annual miracle of the inundation into a highly effective composition, which was much admired by the Egyptians, as the numerous text copies attest, and which we too can appreciate. The god Hapy did not have a regular temple-cult. But there were festivals in his honor, at which hymns were undoubtedly sung. By its very length and complexity, however, the great hymn gives the impression of being a specifically literary composition." 40] 

40] Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature: Vol. I: The Old and Middle Kingdoms (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973-80), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 204.

It is interesting to note that the first plague upon Egypt affected the Nile River, while the ninth plague darkened the sun. Thus, the Egyptians felt the strength of the God of Israel over their important deities. 

Exodus 7:15 — "Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto the water" - Comments- Commentators can only speculate as to why Pharaoh was going to the Nile river in the morning. John Gill offers several explanations. He may have been taking a refreshing morning walk (see the Jerusalem Targum), or observing superstitious divinations with the magicians (see the Targum of Jonathan), or during the time of year that the river rises, he may have been observing how much it had risen (see Abraham ibn Ezra). 41]

41] John Gill, Exodus , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Exodus 7:15.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-15 

Exodus 8:1-15 — The Second Plague (Frogs) - In Exodus 8:1-15 we find the story of the second plague that the Lord brought upon Egypt, which consisted of countless frogs coming upon the land. The Nile River that the Egyptians worshipped as a source of life had become a curse bringing forth frogs.



Verses 16-19 

The Third Plague (Lice) - Exodus 8:16-19 tells us about the third plague in which lice filled the land of Egypt.



Verses 20-32 

The Fourth Plague (Swarms) - Exodus 8:20-32 tells us about the fourth plague in which swarms of insects filled the land of Egypt.

Exodus 8:21 — Word Study on "swarms of flies" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( עָרֹב) (H 6157) means, "divers sorts of flies, swarm." The phrase "of flies" has been added to the original text. This Hebrew word is found nine times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "swarm 7" in Exodus , and "divers sorts of flies 2" in Psalm. Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( עָרַב) (H 6148), which means, "to pledge, exchange, mortgage, engage, occupy, undertake for, etc." However, Holladay says in the Hithpael construction this verb also carries the meaning, "to associate, mingle, be intermixed," from which we get the noun form "swarms."

Gesenius says the Hebrews understood the noun ( עָרֹב) to be "a collection of noxious beasts, as if a miscellaneous swarm." 
Exodus 8:22-23 — Word Study on "the land of Goshen" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Goshen" ( גּשֶׁן) (H 1657) means, "drawing near." Goshen was a district of about 900 square miles. There were two major cities within this region, Raamses and Pithom.

Exodus 8:23 And I will put a division between my people and thy people: to morrow shall this sign be.
Exodus 8:23 — Comments- An evidence of God's mercy and redemption towards Israel was the fact that God was placing "a division" between His people and the Egyptians.

Exodus 8:26 — "we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians" - Comments- The sacrifice of a cow was considered an abomination to the Egyptians, since they considered these animals sacred, in the way the Hindus view cows today. F. C. Cook says the ox was worshipped throughout Egypt under the various names of their gods. 42] Other abominations to the Egyptians are:

42] F. C. Cook, Exodus , in The Holy Bible According to the Authorized Version (A.D 1611), with an Explanation and Critical Commentary and a Revision of the Translation, by Bishops and Clergy of the Anglican Church, vol 1, part 1, ed. F. C. Cook (London: John Murray, 1871), 282.

Genesis 43:32, "And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians."

Genesis 46:34, "That ye shall say, Thy servants" trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians."

Exodus 8:28 — Comments- Pharaoh was willing to let them go out from Egypt a short distance, but he demanded that they stay within the region that is under the domain of his military. Thus, he wants to keep them under his control and bring them back into bondage.

Exodus 8:25-28 — Comments - Moses Refuses to Compromise God's Charge to Him- Pharaoh begins to ask Moses to compromise on the request. Pharaoh here asks Moses to not go the three days journey. In Exodus 10:8-11 Pharaoh asked Moses to allow only the men to go out. Then, in Exodus 10:24 Pharaoh asked that the flocks only stay behind. Finally, Pharaoh allows Moses to have his full request in Exodus 12:31-32.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-7 

The Fifth Plague (Disease of Livestock) - Exodus 9:1-7 tells us about the fifth plague in which a plague of disease killed all of the domestic livestock in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 9:3 — Word Study on "murrain" - Gesenius tells us the Hebrew word "murrain" ( דֶּבֶר) (H 1698) means properly, "destruction, death," hence, "a plague." Strong tells us the word means, "pestilence, plague, murrain." Enhanced Strong says this word is used 49 times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "pestilence 47, plagues 1, murrain 1."



Verses 8-12 

The Sixth Plague (Boils) - Exodus 9:8-12 tells us about the sixth plague in which boils came upon all of the Egyptians.

Exodus 9:10 — Comments- Webster tells us that a blain is "an inflammatory swelling or sore; a bulla, pustule, or blister."



Verses 13-35 

The Seventh Plague (Hail) - Exodus 9:13-35 tells us about the seventh plague in which hail destroys the land of Egypt.

Exodus 9:16 — Comments- Exodus 9:16 is quoted in the book of Romans when it uses two Old Testament examples of God"s sovereign will to show mercy to fulfil His divine plan of redemption for mankind. The second example that is quoted is the story of Jacob and Esau.

Romans 9:17-18, "For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth."

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-20 

The Eighth Plague (Locusts) - Exodus 10:1-20 tells us about the eighth plague in which swarms of locusts filled the land of Egypt.



Verses 21-29 

The Ninth Plague (Darkness) - Exodus 10:21-29 tells us about the ninth plague in which darkness filled the land of Egypt. In Egyptian mythology, Re was their sun god. 43] It is possible that the ninth plague was directed against this god. Thus, the description of "thick darkness over the land of Egypt" serves as a declaration of the mighty power of the God of Israel over the Egyptian god Re.

43] James H. Breasted, Development of Religion and Thought in Ancient Egypt (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1912), 8.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-30 

The Tenth Plague (Death of the Firstborn) - Exodus 11:1 to Exodus 12:30 tells us about the tenth and final plague in which an angel descended from Heaven and slew all of the firstborn in Egypt whose homes were not covered by the blood.

Exodus 11:2-3 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Exodus 3:21-22, "And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians."

Exodus 12:35-36, "And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

Exodus 11:7 — "shall not a dog move his tongue" - Comments- No lamenting whatsoever shall occur.

Exodus 11:8 — Comments - The Scriptures record several occasions when Moses displayed negative actions as a result of his anger. All of these actions resulted in consequences in the life of Moses. Moses' anger at the abuse of his people moved him to murder:

Exodus 2:11-12, "And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no Prayer of Manasseh , he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand."

Moses was angry with Pharaoh:

Exodus 11:8, "And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger."

Moses was angry with the children of Israel:

Exodus 16:20, "Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them."

Moses broke the Ten Commandments in anger.

Exodus 32:19, "And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses" anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount."

God commanded Moses to speak to the rock, but in his anger, he smote the rock twice. This cost Moses his trip into the Promised Land:

Numbers 20:11, "And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also."

Exodus 12:1-28 — The Institution of the Passover - Exodus 12:1-28 records the institution of the Passover, which was necessary in anticipation of the tenth plague? God had to get His people ready so that they did not have to partake of the final plague.

On the tenth day the lamb was chosen; it was inspected for three days; then it was sacrificed on the fourteenth day. Note that Jesus had a 3-year ministry in which He was inspected by many, especially the Pharisees. They could find no fault. Much of Gospel Passion narratives deal with last three days of Jesus ministry while He taught in temple and when He was taken and crucified.

The Scriptures teach us that there was healing in the Passover. Psalm 105:37 tell us that there was not a single weak, or sick, person among those children of Israel who went out in the Exodus , "He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes." During the Passover that Hezekiah instituted, God healed the people, "And the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people." ( 2 Chronicles 30:20)

Exodus 12:5 — Comments - Just as the Lord required every member of each household to have a sacrificial lamb in order cover them from the judgment of God, so does the Lord require everyone to come to the blood of Jesus to cover them from eternal judgment. No one can escape God's wrath without going to Jesus Christ as their Saviour and being cleansed by His precious blood.

Exodus 12:5 — Comments - The lamb was to be without blemish, which was a type and figure of Jesus, as our sacrificial lamb, who was without sin.

Exodus 12:6 — "ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month" - Comments- Why keep the lamb or goat for two weeks prior to sacrificing it on the day of Passover? One reason is that a goat has been out eating some trash. A goat will eat almost anything. This two-week period will give the owners time to feed it properly and to purge its system of impurities, so that the meat is fit to eat.

Exodus 12:8 — Comments- The unleavened bread and bitter herbs were part of the menu that the Israel's dined on the night of their exodus from Egypt ( Exodus 12:8). Because the Israelites made haste in leaving Egypt they did not have time to leaven their bread. According to Jesus and Paul, leaven is figurative for sin ( Matthew 16:6; Matthew 16:11-12, Mark 8:15, Luke 12:1, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, Galatians 5:9). The Hebrew text reads, "with bitter," with the word "herbs" implied. As a result, the YLT translates this phrase "bitter things." Rawlinson tells us that Mishna suggests these bitter herbs may have been "endive, chicory, wild lettuce, and nettles." 44] The LXX gives a literal translation, " πικρίδων" (of bitter [things]). The Clementine Vulgate renders this phrase as "wild lettuce" (cum lactucis agrestibus). 45] The ISBE says that lettuce and endive are used by modern Jews in their Passover meal. 46] As a result, Wycliffe reads, "letusis of the feeld," the DRC reads, "wild lettuce," and the NLT reads "bitter salad green." Rawlinson expresses the popular view that these bitter herbs were in fact distasteful when eaten and represented the bitterness of their Egyptian bondage.

44] G. Rawlinson, Exodus , in The Pulpit Commentary, ed. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), comments on Exodus 12:8.

45] Biblia Sacra juxta Vulgatam Clementinam (Ed. electronica) in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005), Exodus 12:8.

46] E. W. G. Masterman, "Bitter herbs," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Exodus 12:8, "And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it."

Matthew 16:6, "Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees."

Matthew 16:11-12, "How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees."

Mark 8:15, "And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod."

Luke 12:1, "In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy."

1 Corinthians 5:6-8, "Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth."

Galatians 5:9, "A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump."

Exodus 12:12 — "against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD" - Comments- Exodus 12:12 says that the ten plagues were directed against specific Egyptian Gods. Because YHWH is the true and living God, He will judge those other gods. Some Bible commentators associate the ten plagues with specific Egyptian gods or beliefs. 47] 

47] See John J. Davis, Moses and the Gods of Egypt: Studies in Exodus , 2 nd ed. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1971); J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

1. Water turning to blood - Because the Nile River was a vital source of life, the Egyptians had a number of gods associated with the Nile River. David Padfield says that "Khnum was the guardian of the Nile," and "Hapi was the ‘spirit of the Nile;'" the Egyptians believed that the Nile River was the "bloodstream" of Osiris, the god of the underworld." 48] Miriam Lichtheim suggests that the first plague of water turning to blood may have been directed against Hapi, the spirit of the Nile River. 49] J. Vernon McGee say that what was a source of life for the Egyptians became their death. 50]

48] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet.

49] Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature: Vol. I: The Old and Middle Kingdoms (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973-80), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 204.

50] J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Exodus 7:14-25.

2. The plague of frogs - The second plague of frogs would have been directed against Heqt, often depicted as a frog, who was "the wife of the creator of the world and the goddess of birth." (Padfield) 51] McGee notes that the Egyptians considered the frogs sacred, so they would have had difficulty in killing them. 52]

51] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet.

52] J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Exodus 8:1-5.

3. The plague of lice - Padfield believes that the plague of lice was actually sandflies or fleas. McGee suggests that the Hebrew word could mean gnats or mosquitoes, but prefers the word lice, and tells the story of a visitor to Egypt who thought the sand was moving, but found it to be thousands of tiny ticks which began to crawl up his leg. They suggest that this plague would have been directed towards "Geb, the great god of the earth." 53]

53] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet; J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Exodus 8:16-19.

4. The plague of flies - McGee and Padfield suggest the plague of flies was actually the sacred scarab beetle, which fed upon dung, and were believed to be sacred to the sun god named Ra. 54] Padfield says the Egyptians believed Ra pushed the sun across the sky much like the scarab beetle pushed a ball of dung along the ground.

54] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet; J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Exodus 8:20-23.

5. The murrain upon cattle - Apis was the sacred bull in Egyptian mythology. McGee notes that thousands of them have been mummified in Egyptian tombs. 55] Or, perhaps the fifth plague of murrain would have been directed against the Egyptian goddess of the sky named Hathor, who was sometimes portrayed as a cow, and later as a woman with the head of a cow. 56]

55] J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Exodus 9:1-7.

56] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet; Orval Wintermute, "Hathor," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 9 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1993), 86.

6. The plague of boils- The plague of boils affected man as well as beasts. Padfield suggests this plague may have been directed against "Imhotep, the god of medicine," "Serapis, the deity in charge of healing," and "Thoth, the ibis-headed god of intelligence and medical learning." 57]

57] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet;

7. The plague of hail- The seventh plague of rain, hail and thunder may have been directed against the Egyptian god Seth, the god of those types of storms and violent weather conditions." 58] McGee suggests it addressed "Isis (sometimes represented as cow-headed), goddess of fertility and considered the goddess of the air." 59] Padfield it was directed against "Nut, the sky goddess." He also lists "Shu, the wind god," "Horus, the hawk-headed sky god of Upper Egypt," and "Isis and Seth," who "protected the crops." 60]

58] Orval Wintermute, "Seth," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 17 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1993), 323.

59] J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Exodus 9:18-21.

60] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet;

8. The plague of locust- McGee believes the plague of locusts were a sign of divine judgment directed against the people of Egypt. 61] They would have to acknowledge that judgment had come upon their land. Padfield lists other gods who were associated with the planting of crops: "Nepri, the god of grain," "Ermutet, the goddess of childbirth and crops," Isis, "Thermuthis, the goddess of fertility and the harvest," and "Seth, a god of crops." 62]

61] J. Vernon McGee, Exodus , in Thru the Bible With J. Vernon McGee (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1998), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Exodus 10:17-20.

62] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet;

9. The plague of darkness- The ninth plague of darkness was directed towards the sun god Revelation , the chief god in Egyptian mythology. The sun was the most potent religious symbol of Egypt, with the worship of the sun-god Revelation , their chief deities. 63] Padfield lists Re the sun god, and Horus, who "was the god of light who personified the life-giving power of the Sun." 64]

63] John D. McEachran, " Revelation ," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 16 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1993), 153-4

64] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet;

10. The death of the firstborn- The tenth plague was the death of the firstborn, which would have been directed against the Egyptian Pharaoh, who was considered to be the incarnation of the Horus, the son of Amon- Revelation , the sun god. 65] Padfield believes that this plague was directed against all of the Egyptian gods. He lists a number of them associated with procreation and life. 66]

65] Leonard H. Lesko, "Pharaoh," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 16 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1993), 15.

66] David Padfield, Against All The Gods Of Egypt (#1) (Zion, Illinois: Church of Christ, 2009) [on-line]; accessed 2March 2009; available from http://www.biblelandhistory.com/egypt/plagues-egypt-3.html; Internet;

Exodus 12:17 — "for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt" - Comments- God is called the Lord of the Armies (Sabaoth) in the book of James.

Exodus 7:4, "But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments."

James 5:4, "Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 30-51 

Exodus 12:35 — "they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment" - Comments- Where did the Egyptians obtain such wealth to give to the Israelites? During Joseph"s reign, four hundred years earlier, Egypt gained much of its wealth through his wisdom. This money was stored up for these four hundred years for the righteous. God used his servant, Joseph, to prepare the children for the expensive cost of the Exodus and the building of the Tabernacle.

Exodus 3:21-22, "And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians."

Exodus 11:2-3, "Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh"s servants, and in the sight of the people."

Psalm 105:37, "He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes."

Proverbs 13:22, "A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children"s children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just."

Joseph even prophesied of the Exodus , for which he had been used by God to gather the wealth the Israelites gathered from the Egyptians for the Exodus. Note:

Genesis 50:24-25, "And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence."

Exodus 12:35-36 — Comments - God's Principle of Giving and Receiving- God took the children of Israel out of bondage with silver and gold; for they had spoiled the Egyptians. It is important to note that the children of Israel brought the Lord an offering, a sacrificial lamb, prior to this gift of favour in the sight of the Egyptians. When we give, God gives back. The children of Israel were not indulging in covetousness, but rather, they were taking their wages from years of slavery. This transfer of the world's wealth was declared by God to Moses at the burning bush, saying, "And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians." ( Exodus 3:21-22)

A few months later, God would ask them to give of a willing heart for the building of the Tabernacle. God blessed the children of Israel in order that they might also learn to give willingly and abundantly.

Exodus 25:1-2, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering."

Israel's receiving Egypt's wealth and giving it to build the Tabernacle in the wilderness is an excellent example of 2 Corinthians 9:10, "Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;"

Exodus 12:37 — "And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses" - Word Study on "Rameses" - Strong tells us that the name "Rameses" "rah-mes-ace"" ( רַעְמְסֵס) (H 7486) means "child son of the sun." PTW says it means, "child of the sun." 

Comments- Rameses is first mentioned in Genesis 47:11 as the land where Israel and the seventy souls that Joseph brought into Egypt first settled, where it is called the best of the land of Egypt, perhaps referring to its fertility in the Nile River delta. According to Exodus 12:37 this was the home of the Israelites for their entire four hundred-year stay in the land of Egypt. In Exodus 1:11 the Israelites built a city called Raamses ( רַעַמְסֵֽס) (H 7486), spelled differently, but the same Hebrew word is used.

Genesis 47:11, "And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded."

Exodus 1:11, "Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses."

Exodus 12:37 — Word Study on "to Succoth" - Strong and BDB say the name "Succoth" ( סֻכּוֹת) (H 5523) means, "booths." PTW says it means, "tents." 

Exodus 12:37 — "about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children" - Comments- The question arises as to how seventy souls entered into Egypt and multiplied into six hundred thousand men. If we consider the fact that there were initially twelve sons born to Jacob, and according to the list found in Genesis 46:8-27 these twelve sons bore fifty-one sons that were brought into Egypt; and if we consider the fact the Israelites were in Egypt four (thirty) hundred years ( Exodus 12:40-41, Acts 7:6), we can make an approximate calculation of their growth using mathematics to reach this large number of six hundred thousand men who came out of Egypt. We know that 12sons of Jacob enter Egypt with their 51sons. If we estimate that an average of four sons were born to of the twelve sons of Jacob, noting that they bore a total of fifty-one sons (51sons / 12sons = 425 sons), and if we say that approximately eight generations of children were born in Egypt since the average man would bear his sons by the age of fifty, then the calculations would look like this:

	First Generation: 
	51sons x 4sons = 204sons 
	after 50 years

	Second Generation: 
	204sons x 4sons = 816 sons 
	after 100 years

	Third Generation: 
	816 sons x 4sons = 3 ,264sons 
	after 150 years

	Fourth Generation: 
	3 ,264sons x 4sons = 13 ,056 sons 
	after 200 years

	Fifth Generation: 
	13 ,056 sons x 4sons = 52 ,224sons 
	after 250 years

	Sixth Generation: 
	52 ,224sons x 4sons = 208 ,896 sons 
	after 300 years

	Seventh Generation: 
	208 ,896 sons x 4sons = 835 ,584sons 
	after 350 years

	Seventh Generation: 
	835 ,584sons x 4sons = 3 ,342 ,336 sons 
	after 400 years


Scholars may calculate these figures in various ways; but the point is that four (thirty) hundred years was plenty of time for the nation of Israel to multiply into the 600 ,000 men recorded in Exodus 12:37, even with a large number of Israelite men losing their lives before bearing children, and with infant male mortality by the Egyptians taking place during the later generations.

Exodus 12:37 — "about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children" - Comments- Note in Numbers 1:46 that two years later ( Numbers 1:1) there were "603 ,550 men able to go to war, who were 20 years old and upward." Thus, the number of Israelites were increasing in the wilderness.

Numbers 1:46, "Even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty."

Numbers 1:1, "And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying,"

Exodus 12:38 And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle.
Exodus 12:38 — Word Study on "mixed" - Strong says that the Hebrew word "mixed" "ay"-reb" ( עֶרֶב) (H 6154) means, "woof (as mixed and interwoven), or (as knitted material)," and it carries the meaning, "a mixture, a mixed people, a mixed company." Enhanced Strong tells us this word is used 11times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "woof 9, mixed multitude 2". Strong says this Hebrew word is derived from the primitive root ( עָרַב) (6148), which means, "to braid, to intermix," and "to give or be security." Its only other use as a reference to people is found in Nehemiah 13:3.

Nehemiah 13:3, "Now it came to pass, when they had heard the law, that they separated from Israel all the mixed multitude."

Exodus 12:38 — Comments- The children of Israel went out of Egyptian bondage with a group of non-Israelites who joined themselves with God's people. God shows mercy to other nations who can turn to the Lord by faith. This seems to be a prediction that God will one day send the Gospel to the Gentiles so that they will be grafted into the remnant of the people of Israel. 

In Exodus 12:43-49 the Lord will give Moses the rules on how to incorporate these Gentiles into Israeli worship and life.

Exodus 12:39 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual.
Exodus 12:40 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years.
Exodus 12:40 — Comments- Although the exact date of the exodus has not been determined, scholars dated this event from 1446 B. C. to 1290 B.C. 67] 

67] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Exodus." 

Exodus 12:41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.
Exodus 12:41 — "four hundred and thirty years" - Comments- Two other Scripture references say the Israelites were in bondage for four hundred years.

Genesis 15:13, "And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;"

Acts 7:6, "And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred years."

Exodus 12:41 — "on the very same day" - Comments- The phrase "on the very same day ( Exodus 12:41) means that Jacob and his family entered Egypt on the day of Passover.

Exodus 12:40-41 — Comments - The Significance of the Date of the Exodus - The Book of Jubilees, written by a Pharisee during the second century B.C, states that there were exactly fifty Jubilees from the time of Adam until the day the children of Israel entered into the Promised Land.

"there are forty-nine jubilees from the days of Adam until this day, 2410 A.M.] and one week and two years: and there are yet forty years to come (lit. "distant") for learning the 2450 A.M.] commandments of the Lord, until they pass over into the land of Canaan, crossing the Jordan to the west." (The Book of Jubilees 504-5)

It is interesting to note that the Exodus took place approximately on the fiftieth jubilee since Adam was created, which is a period of 2 ,546 years. This means that a jubilee of fifty years had elapsed upon the earth fifty consecutive times. Note the simple arithmetic.

Adam to Seth - 130 years

Seth to Enos - 105 years

Enos to Cainan - 90 years

Cainan to Mahalaleel - 70 years

Mahalaleel to Jared - 65 years

Jared to Enoch - 162years

Enoch to Methuselah - 65 years

Methuselah to Lamech - 187 years

Lamech to Noah - 182years

Noah to Shem, Ham, Jepheth - 500 years

Shem to Arphaxad - 100 years

Arphaxad to Salah - 35 years

Salah to Eber - 30 years

Eber to Peleg - 34years

Peleg to Reu - 30 years

Reu to Serug - 32years

Serug to Nahor - 30 years

Nahor to Terah - 29 years

Terah to Abraham, Nahor, Teran - 70 years

Abraham to Isaac - 100 years

Isaac to Jacob - 40 years

Jacob into Egypt- 130 years

Into Egypt until the Exodus - 430 years

These numbers add up to a total of 2 ,546 years. 

Exodus 12:46 — "neither shall ye break a bone thereof" - Comments- Jesus is the sacrificial lamb. Like the Passover lamb, His bones were not broken ( Psalm 34:20, John 19:33-36).

Numbers 9:12, "They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the Passover they shall keep it."

Psalm 34:20, "He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken."

John 19:33-36, "But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken."

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-16 

Exodus 13:2 — Comments- The firstborn belonged to the Lord because He spared them in Egypt. They were figuratively considered dead and made alive again in God"s eyes, so they were to be the first fruit offerings to the Lord. Note a New Testament reference to Exodus 13:2 :

Luke 2:23, "(As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)"

Exodus 13:9 — Comments- Exodus 13:9 serves as a reference to the wearing of the phylacteries that will later be mentioned in the Mosaic Law.

Exodus 13:12 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note the New Testament reference to Exodus 13:12 :

Luke 2:23, "(As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)"

Exodus 13:12-13 — Comments - The Firstfruit Offering of Livestock- The firstlings of cattle, goats, and sheep could be sacrifices. A lamb could be sacrificed in the place of a firstling ass, or they had to break the ass's neck. Of male children, redeem them, perhaps with an animal sacrifice also.

Exodus 13:15 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note the New Testament reference to Exodus 13:15 :

Luke 2:23, "(As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)"



Verses 17-21 

The Escape Thru the Red Sea — - Exodus 13:17 to Exodus 15:21 records the flight of Israel from Egypt through the Red Sea. This journey has strong symbolism of the Christian's salvation experience and water baptism. The next passage of Scripture ( Exodus 15:22 to Exodus 18:27) will symbolize a Christian's early journey towards the phase of indoctrination as a part of discipleship, which is demanded of them at Mount Sinai.

1. Israel Journeys Through the Wilderness ( Exodus 13:17-22) - Israel's initial journey into the wilderness is characterized by God's total provision for them. They did not have to do anything to walk in victory except follow Moses. This event could symbolize the Christian's days immediately following the salvation experience. A new believer finds God at work in every aspect of his life, in his prayers, in miracles of deliverance, being provided everything he needs with little or no effort to exercise his faith. 

2. Israel Crosses the Red Sea ( Exodus 14:1-31) - The crossing of the Red Sea could symbolize a Christian's water baptism, a time when he feels deliverance from all bondages of sin. Water baptism confirms his commitment to follow Christ. 

3. The Song of Moses ( Exodus 15:1-19) and the Song of Miriam ( Exodus 15:20-21) - The songs of Moses and Miriam reflect joy that a new believer experiences by his cleansing from sin and guilt and bondages of this world. He is free and his joy is overflowing. 

Illustration- I have known a number of people who were instantly delivered from addictions and illnesses at the time of salvation. One church member testified to us that he was delivered from cigarettes when he gave his life to the Lord. One day he started to buy a pack of cigarettes and the Lord spoke to him, "I delivered you the first time. You will have to deliver yourself the second time."



Verses 17-22 

Exodus 13:19 — Comments- Joseph's command to bury his bones in Canaan is found in Genesis 50:25-26. We are told that he made this statement by faith that God's promise of bringing the children of Israel out of bondage would come to pass ( Hebrews 11:22). The children of Israel did bring his bones out of Egypt and buried them in Shechem on a parcel of ground that Jacob purchased ( Joshua 24:32). 

Genesis 50:25-26, "And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt."

Hebrews 11:22, "By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones."

Joshua 24:32, "And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph."

Exodus 13:20 — Word Study on "Etham" - PTW says the name "Etham" means, "sea bound." It was located at the edge of the wilderness.

Exodus 13:21 — Comments- Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Behold, I am the Lord, Thy God; is anything too hard for Me? I am the light of the world, and the greatest darkness shall never be able to quench that light. I shall be to thee a cloud to preserve by day and a pillar of fire to protect by night. Both in the sunshine and in the darkness, I shall be near thee. Thou shalt delight in Me in thy joys; and in the place of difficulty My love for thee shall be as inescapably real as a blazing pillar of fire. Yea, all I was to Israel, and more, I shall be to thee. For have I not promised to give thee the desires of thine heart, and the heathen for thine inheritance." 68]

68] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 107.

Exodus 13:22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.
Exodus 13:22 — Comments - God gave the children of Israel the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night for the entire forty-year wilderness journey. He did not take it away for a single day. This type of guidance is symbolic that every believer in the New Testament Church must learn to be led by the Holy Spirit each day of his life throughout his spiritual journey.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-31 

Israel Crosses the Red Sea - Exodus 14:1-31 records the story of Israel crossing the Read Sea. The crossing of the Red Sea served as a way to cut Israel off from the advancement of Pharaoh's army. It also served to cut Israel off from returning back into Egypt; for this had been a concern to the Lord as Moses led them out of Egypt and into the wilderness ( Exodus 13:17).

Exodus 13:17, "And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt:" 

The Principle of Sowing and Reaping- Just as the Egyptians has been drowning the Hebrew babies in the waters of the Nile, so did God choose to drown the Egyptian army in the depths of the Red Sea. This very likely sent a message to a superstitious people that the God of the Israel had taken vengeance upon act of cruelty by the Egyptians.

A Type and Figure of the Tribulation Period- After looking at the Exodus , the Lord quickened to me Luke 21:21. The children of Israel were fleeing God"s wrath upon Egypt much like God tells believers in Luke 21:21 to flee God's wrath upon Israel during the Tribulation Period.

Luke 21:21, "Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto."

Exodus 14:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Exodus 14:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea.
Exodus 14:2 — Word Study on "Pihahiroth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Pihahiroth" ( הַחִירֹות פִּי) (H 6367) means, "the mouth of caverns." He says in the Egyptian language this name means, "a place adorned with green grass." Strong translates it to mean, "mouth of the gorges." PTW translates the word to mean, "the mouth." It comes from two words; the Hebrew word ( פֶּה) (H 6310), meaning, "mouth," and the Hebrew word ( חֹר) (H 2356), meaning, "a cave, or hole." This word is used only four times in the Scriptures, the other uses being:

Exodus 14:9, "But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before Baalzephon."

Numbers 33:7, "And they removed from Etham, and turned again unto Pihahiroth, which is before Baalzephon: and they pitched before Migdol."

Numbers 33:8, "And they departed from before Pihahiroth, and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and went three days' journey in the wilderness of Etham, and pitched in Marah."

Since the third century A.D, the location of Mount Sinai has traditionally been located in the southern tip of the Sinai Peninsula. However, if Mt. Sinai were located in Midian, which was located in Arabia, as archeological evidence is now indicating, then the crossing of the Red Sea could have taken place in the Gulf of Aqaba, on the east side of the Sinai Peninsula and not at one of five traditional sites located on the west or north side of the Sinai and the Gulf of Suez. Since the Sinai Peninsula was under the domain of Egypt during the time of the Exodus , this location in Arabia would have placed Moses and the children of Israel just outside Egyptian ancient territory and thus, outside of their diplomatic reach.

Regarding the route of the Exodus , Moses could have crossed through the middle of the Sinai Peninsula following a familiar east-west trade route in a three-week period, which matches the biblical time period of these events (see Exodus 16:1).

Exodus 16:1, "And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt."

Just before reaching the northern tip of the Gulf of Aqaba along this route, Moses could have veered due south, following a dry river bed, which empties into the Red Sea midway up the Gulf of Aqaba. Exodus 14:2 says, "that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth," an indication of veering from the common path. Philo goes into more detail explaining this alternate route:

"Therefore, turning aside from the direct road he found an oblique path, and thinking that it must extend as far as the Red Sea, he began to march by that road…But when the king of Egypt saw them proceeding along a pathless track, as he fancied, and marching through a rough and untrodden wilderness, he was delighted with the blunder they were making respecting their line of march, thinking that now they were hemmed in, having no way of escape whatever." (Philo Judaes, A Treatise On the Life of Moses, 129-30) 69]

69] C. D. Young, The Works of Philo Judaes vol 3 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1855), 37.

At the place where this dry riverbed enters the Gulf of Aqaba is a dry, sandy bank, hedged in by two tall mountain peaks. This gorge, which passes between two high mountainous peaks, would fit the biblical description of Pihahiroth, "the mouth of the gorges." It is at this site that scientists searched for archeological evidence of the events of the biblical Exodus in 2000 to support this site. Therefore, these archeologists searched the underwater terrain of the Gulf of Aqaba at this location for signs of Egyptian wreckage, primarily the six hundred chariots ( Exodus 14:7). In their search, they found sea coral shaped into the circular forms of chariot wheels and axles. Metal detectors were used on these circular corals to confirm that there was metal content within the coral, which metal was circular in shape. They actually filmed several 4-spoke and 6-spoke metal wheels encrusted with coral, and one shiny wheel untouched by coral. These chariot wheels were determined to be of Egyptian design for this period of their history. Unfortunately, strict Egyptian law forbids the removal of these coral and artifacts.

In addition, although the Gulf of Aqaba is deep, reaching one mile in depth, it is at this crossing that the Gulf is relatively shallow. The sea bottom is not made up of silt as is the Gulf of Suez, but is a layer of sand. This relatively shallow, sandy bottom would have allowed for the passing of the children of Israel. Although the five proposed sites north of the Gulf of Suez are all relatively shallow, this location in the Gulf of Aqaba would better fit the biblical description of these mighty, deep waters ( Exodus 15:8; Exodus 15:10, Psalm 106:9). 70]

70] Ron Wyatt, The Exodus Revealed: Search for the Red Sea Crossing, prod. Discovery Media Productions, Portland, Oregon, 82min, 2000, 2004, DVD See also Colin Humphreys, The Miracles of Exodus: A Scientist"s Discovery of the Extraordinary Natural Causes of the Biblical Stories (New York: Continuum International Publishing Group, 2004).

Exodus 15:8, "And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea."

Exodus 15:10, "Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters."

Psalm 106:9, "He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he led them through the depths, as through the wilderness."

Exodus 14:2 — Word Study on "Migdol" - PTW says the name "Migdol" means "tower."

Exodus 14:2 — Word Study on "Baalzephon" - PTW says the name "Baalzephon" means "lord of the North."

Exodus 14:3 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in.
Exodus 14:4 And I will harden Pharaoh"s heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so.
Exodus 14:4 — Comments- Pharaoh's heart hardened for the twelfth time in Exodus 14:5; Exodus 14:8. We can list the previous references to his hardened heart:

	1)
	Exodus 7:14
	(Rod)
	6)
	Exodus 9:7 
	(Murrain)

	2)
	Exodus 7:22-23
	(Water to Blood)
	7)
	Exodus 9:12 
	(Boils)

	3)
	Exodus 8:15
	(frogs)
	8)
	Exodus 9:34-35 
	(Hail)

	4)
	Exodus 8:19
	(lice)
	9)
	Exodus 10:20
	(Locusts)

	5)
	Exodus 8:32
	(Swarms)
	10)
	Exodus 10:27 
	(darkness)


Why did God harden Pharaoh's heart: so that God might be glorified ( Exodus 14:4) and "that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD."

Exodus 14:13-14 — Comments - The Salvation of the Lord- Note a similar situation in 2 Chronicles 20:15, "And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God"s. To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel."

Exodus 14:16 — "lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea," - Comments- Moses has been doing this as a way of starting almost every plague.

The first plague of water turned to blood:

Exodus 7:19, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone."

The second plague of frogs:

Exodus 8:5, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt."

The third plague of lice:

Exodus 8:16, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt."

The seventh plague of hail:

Exodus 9:23, "And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt."

The eighth plague of locusts:

Exodus 10:13, "And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts."

Exodus 14:19 — Comments- Note other references to the angel of the Lord's presence with the children of Israel:

Exodus 23:20, "Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared."

Exodus 23:23, "For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off."

Exodus 32:34, "Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them."

Exodus 33:2, "And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite."

Exodus 14:20 — Comments- Note how the cloud gave darkness to the Egyptians, but light to God's people. We see a similar example of how God uses nature to protect His children and to confound the enemy in the story of the kings of Israel and Judah when they fought against the king of Edom ( 2 Kings 3:20-23). In this story the pools of water refreshed the children of Israel and of Judah, but it confused the Edomites.

2 Kings 3:20-23, "And it came to pass in the morning, when the meat offering was offered, that, behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with water. And when all the Moabites heard that the kings were come up to fight against them, they gathered all that were able to put on armour, and upward, and stood in the border. And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood: And they said, This is blood: the kings are surely slain, and they have smitten one another: now therefore, Moab, to the spoil."

We also see that the Ark of the Covenant brought blessings upon the nation of Israel, but it brought curses upon the land of the Philistines when they stole it from the Israelites ( 2 Samuel 5:1-12).

God's ways act in a similar manner today ( 2 Samuel 22:26-27, Psalm 18:26). His ways bless His children and confuse the ungodly. God"s ways are foolish and not understood by the world, but give revelation to His people. For example, the foolishness of preaching confounds the wise and noble, but brings salvation to the poor in spirit ( 1 Corinthians 1:17-31). The gifts of the Spirit, such as praying in tongues, confound the wise, but bless and strengthen the believer ( 1 Corinthians 14:4; 1 Corinthians 14:23).

2 Samuel 22:26-27, "With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, and with the upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright. With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself unsavoury."

Psalm 18:26, "With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward."

Exodus 14:22 — Word Study on "Pihahiroth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew "Pihahiroth" ( הַחִירֹות פִּי) (H 6367) means, "the mouth of caverns." He says in the Egyptian language this name means, "a place adorned with green grass." Strong translates it to mean, "mouth of the gorges." PTW translates the word to mean, "the mouth." It comes from two words; the Hebrew word ( פֶּה) (H 6310), meaning, "mouth," and the Hebrew word ( חֹר) (H 2356), meaning, "a cave, or hole."

Exodus 14:28 — Comments- As I was praying in the spirit and with the interpretation one day ( 1 Corinthians 14:13-15), I began to say that Pharaoh's army was forewarned of God's pending wrath before they were destroyed in the Red Sea. They had seen the ten plagues upon the land of Egypt. They knew that God was mighty to judge. Yet, in the hardness of their hearts, they chose to persecute the people of God. 

Scripture References- Note Proverbs 29:1, " Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-19 

The Songs of Moses and Miriam - Exodus 15:1-19 is popularly entitled "The Song of Moses," and Exodus 15:20-21 is called the "Song of Miriam." A song is a powerful tool for teaching people, in that the words are memorized and taken to heart as they are sang. The prophetic song of Moses will serve as a reminder to generations of Israelites that God is faithful to redeem His people. In addition, God will remind backslidden Israel during the following centuries through His prophets of their deliverance from Egypt and of His unchanging love for them.

Exodus 15:8 — Word Study on "were gathered together" - Strong says this Hebrew word ( עָרַם) (H 6192) means, "to pile up, to gather together, to heap up, pile, be heaped up." The Enhanced Strong says that this word is used only once in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "gathered together."

Exodus 15:8 — Word Study on "stood upright" - Strong says this Hebrew ( נָצַב) (H 5324) means, "to station." This word is used 75 times in the Old Testament. The Enhanced Strong says that in the KJV this word is translated, "stand 34, set 12, officers 6, set up 7, upright 2, appointed 1, deputy 1, erected 1, establish 1, Huzzab 1, misc 9." Note that this same Hebrew verb is used to describe the crossing of the Red Sea in Psalm 78:13.

Psalm 78:13, "He divided the sea, and caused them to pass through; and he made the waters to stand as an heap."

Exodus 15:8 — Word Study on "congealed" - Strong says this Hebrew ( קָפָא) (H 7087) means, "to shrink, or to thicken (as unracked wine, curdled milk, clouded sky, frozen water), to congeal, to curdle." It is used five times in the Old Testament. The Enhanced Strong says that in the KJV this word is translated, "congeal 1, settled 1, curdle 1, variant 1, dark 1."



Verse 20-21 

Exodus 15:20 And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.
Exodus 15:20 — Word Study on "Miriam" - Gesenius says that the Hebrew name "Miriam" ( מִרְיָם) (H 4813) means "contumacy" or "rebellion." Strong tells us it means "rebellion," being derived from the ( מְרִי) (H 4805), which means, "rebellion." PTW gives it the meaning "fat, thick, strong." 

Exodus 15:21 And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.
Exodus 15:21 — "Miriam answered them" - Comments- In Exodus 15:21 Mariam was prophetically answering the children of Israel. Note Exodus 15:1, "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea."



Verses 22-27 

Exodus 15:22 - Exodus 18:27 — The Journey to Mount Sinai - Exodus 15:22 to Exodus 18:27 records Israel's journey from the shores of the Red Sea to Mount Sinai. This journey contains symbolisms of the Christian's early journey immediately after water baptism as God divinely provides for his needs, guiding him to a place of greater spiritual maturity through the knowledge of His Word.

1. Israel Encamps at Marah ( Exodus 15:22-26) - Exodus 15:22-27 records Israel's journey immediately after their deliverance from the Egyptian army in the crossing of the Red Sea. This pericope takes the children of Israel from the shores of the Red Sea to Elim. 

Israel's first test of faith takes place at Marah, which means "bitter," located in the Wilderness of Shur (meaning "journey") where they become thirsty after three days of following the Lord through the wilderness. In the midst of their labours, they come to a spring of water, but find the waters bitter. Moses cuts down a tree and throws it into the water to make it sweet. The Lord then gives them a statute to obey His Word as an opportunity for them to prove their love and devotion towards Him. God had blessed the Israelites with prosperity and health as they departed Egypt. His statute promised them that if they would obey God's Word, they would be able to walk in the blessings continually. This event could symbolize the first trial that a child of God experiences in which he must put his faith in obedience to God's Word. Their choices would make life bitter or sweet. God gave them the choice. As God's children, the things of this world no longer have to be bitter, for in obedience to Christ Jesus, He makes everything sweet. From the first day we believed in Jesus Christ as our Saviour, there is not a situation that we face alone. If we will seek the Lord, He will give us wisdom to deal with every difficult, bitter situation so that it becomes sweet, a blessing to us and others.

Illustration- The Lord spoke to me the night of 18-29 January 2005 and said, "The bitter and the sweet are all used by God to mould and shape your life." This word came the same day that my sister-in-law Dyan was told by her Muslim "husband" called Nabal to leave her home and was only allowed to take one of her two children with her. It was "sweet" news for us that she has decided to leave this environment for the sake of her eternal salvation, but it is "bitter" news to know that her oldest child is being left behind. However, I know that God will work in her life in the midst of this heartache to draw her to Him and to work miracles for her as she learns to trust in Him. The following night the Lord spoke to me saying, "Be patient and you will see Me working in the midst of this situation."

2. Israel Encamps at Elim ( Exodus 15:27) - The children of Israel found twelve springs and seventy palm trees when they encamped at Elim, which means, "trees." In the Scriptures, trees can symbolize men, and leadership among men ( Judges 9:7-15), and wells are symbolic of the anointings of the Holy Spirit ( John 7:38, 2 Peter 2:17). These twelve springs may represent the twelve apostles of the Lamb and the seventy trees the first seventy disciples upon which the early Church in Jerusalem was founded in the upper room. This symbolizes the need for the new believer to join the body of Christ in order to continue his life of being refreshed by the Holy Spirit and walking in freedom and liberty from this world. It is in the local fellowship that a believer will find times of refreshing, in the midst of worship, the teaching of God's Word, and genuine love from the brethren.

Judges 9:8, "The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us."

John 7:38, "He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."

2 Peter 2:17, "These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever."

However, these twelve springs and seventy trees may better represent the times of refreshing that God provides each of His children. Along our spiritual journey, the Lord leads us in paths of rest and peace, as described in Psalm 23. These times of refreshing follow seasons of trials.

3. Israel Encamps in the Wilderness of Sin ( Exodus 16:1-36) - In the wilderness of Sin, which means, "bush," the children of Israel are given manna from Heaven and quail to eat. The manna symbolizes the daily word that God speaks to every one of His children as a part of His fellowship with them. God speaks to His children each day if he will just take the time to listen. The quail represent the stronger meat that God can give to those who are mature in Christ ( Hebrews 5:12-14). 

Illustration- As a young Christian in 1980, the Lord gave me a dream in which I saw an old, wooden, screen door with the familiar, metal sign "Colonial is Good Bread" fastened to the center of this door. This sign became famous because it was found on the wooden screen doors of so many country stores across the United States. The makers of Colonial Bread invested in an advertising campaign using these signs because they wanted everyone to buy a loaf of their bread when they entered the grocery store. This metal sign was not just fastened in the center of the screen door as a push plate to prevent damaging the screen; the message on this sign became embedded into the mind of every customer that entered the store to buy groceries. The Colonial Bread Company wanted everyone to partake of their bread. The unique aspect of this dream is that the metal sign on this old, wooden screen door did not read, "Colonial is Good Bread," but rather, "The Bread of Life." As a young Christian I interpreted this dream to mean that the Lord wanted me to open this door in my spiritual journey and partake of that bread that comes from heaven. He wanted me to read and study His Holy Word diligently, and on a daily basis.

4. The Water from the Rock ( Exodus 17:1-7) - Exodus 17:1-7 records the story of God providing the children of Israel water from the rock. During Israel's encampment at Rephidim, which means "support," Moses struck the rock and water poured forth to refresh the children of Israel. The striking of the rock represents the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and it symbolized the fact that God used men to crucify Jesus on the Cross ( 1 Corinthians 10:4). God, through Prayer of Manasseh , brought about this act. God struck Jesus once for all that we might have living water. In Numbers 20:8 God told Moses to speak to the rock. When Moses struck the rock the second time out of anger ( Numbers 20:11), it was a type of crucifying the Son of God a second time ( Hebrews 6:6).

The water represents the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in tongues that is available for every believer who desires more of God's presence in his/her life. It also represents the daily infilling of the Holy Spirit that every child of God can experience by praying in tongues and worshipping the Lord ( Ephesians 5:18-19). God sends His children the gift of speaking in tongues to support and strengthen the believer.

1 Corinthians 10:4, "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ."

Numbers 20:11, "And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them."

Hebrews 6:6, "If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame."

Now man can speak to Jesus, call upon his name, so that we may have living water (eternal life).

Illustration- Over the Christmas and New Year's holidays of 1986, work was slow. Therefore, I spent extra time praying. One morning the Lord as I awoke, the Lord said to me, "You will never walk in victory in your life unless you spend two hours a day praying in tongues." During this time, I had become concerned and was asking Him why my life lacked so much victory, peace and joy. So the Saturday after New Year's day, while praying in tongues at the church altar, I was led to turn to Ephesians 6:10-18. Immediately the Lord showed me that I would never have the total, abiding victory as a Christina unless I spend time daily, constantly praying in the spirit. I began doing this two hours a day then. And a heaviness lifted and peace and joy came from within, all day long.

5. Israel's Battle with the Amalekites ( Exodus 17:8-16) - Exodus 17:8-16 records the story of Israel's first battle, which took place at their encampment of Rephidim with the Amalekites. The Lord allowed the children of Israel to be refreshed with a continual source of fresh water from the rock that Moses struck ( Exodus 17:1-7) prior to their attack. The water of Marah was symbolic of the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. The water from the rock struck by Moses is symbolic of the continual filling of the Holy Spirit through a lifestyle of praying in the Spirit ( Ephesians 5:18).

Ephesians 5:18, "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;"

The Amalekites could symbolize the flesh or the demonic realm that comes against the children of God on their spiritual journey. The lifting up of the rod of God in the hands of Moses could represent a believer's declaration of the name of Jesus in taking dominion over the powers of darkness. As Moses held up the rod of God, which symbolizes the authority of the name of Jesus, the enemy was defeated. God's children must learn to use the name of Jesus when Satan attacks the body of Christ. Had Israel remained in Egyptian bondage, the Amalekites would not have attacked them. Neither would Satan attack God's children if they would return back into the world. The Lord once spoke to a friend of mine, saying, "A king does not fight against a city he has already conquered."

Illustration - The Lord gave me a three-part dream, which opened my eyes and taught me how to exercise the authority of the name of Jesus in every area of my life. I had learned how to pray and make my requests to the Lord known using Jesus" name. Now, I was going to learn to use His name to take authority over Satan. The first part of the dream was a vision of a pastor friend of mine sitting in his house peacefully reading his Bible in a chair. I still remember how peaceful and tranquil the scene appeared. Then, the Lord spoke these words to me, "There is peace in a home when there is dominion in that home." Finally, the Lord brought the words " Luke 11:21" to my mind. I had no idea how that verse read nor if it applied to the dream. I woke up and read this passage, "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace." I knew immediately that this dream was from God. Through the next few months, I began to study the Bible and learn how to use the name of Jesus to set my household at peace. (4July 1988)

6. Moses Honours Jethro ( Exodus 18:1-12) - In Exodus 18:1-12 Moses encamps at Mount Sinai, while the children of Israel are still at Rephidim. While Moses was encamped at the mountain of God, he honours Jethro, his father-in-law. Jethro offers the sacrifice and they eat together. Jethro's visit to Moses could symbolize Jesus Christ as He offers His blood at the Father's throne. Perhaps the fact that he went ahead of the encampment symbolizes that fact that Jesus went before us to God's throne to offer His atoning sacrifice in our behalf. There he met his father-in-law, who made a sacrifice unto God. This may symbolize God the Father receiving Jesus' sacrifice, which was actually a sacrifice that God gave to mankind for his salvation.

7. Jethro Advises Moses ( Exodus 18:13-27) - Exodus 18:13-27 records the incident in which Jethro advises Moses on how to delegate judges to assist him in judging the matters of the people. After Moses honours Jethro, his father-in-law gives Moses wisdom regarding organizing leadership among the children of Israel so that all of them can receive wisdom and ministry. This event symbolizes High Priesthood of Jesus Christ, seen in Jethro's comment to Moses, "You be for the people an advocate before God, and you bring the problems to God." 71] ( Exodus 18:19). The ordaining by Moses of leaders over the people represents church order and service. Jesus is seated at the Father's right hand to judge His church, while sending forth the Holy Spirit to anoint the five-fold ministry and give the gifts of the Spirit to the body of Christ ( Ephesians 4:8-13). If a child of God will submit himself to the leadership of a local fellowship, he will be able to experience the gifts and anointings of the Holy Spirit and join in the ministry of helps.

71] Translation by John I. Durham, Exodus , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 3, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), translation of Exodus 18:19.

8. Indoctrination ( Exodus 20:1 to Exodus 24:8) - The next phase of a believer's life after regeneration is called indoctrination. The giving of the Law and statutes ( Exodus 20:1 to Exodus 24:8) represents this phase in the Christian life. It is important to note that God guided them to Mount Sinai and throughout their entire forty-year wilderness journey with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night ( Exodus 13:21). This divine guidance symbolized the fact that every child of God must learn to be led by the Holy Spirit throughout his spiritual journey.

Exodus 13:21, "And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night:"

Motifs found within Exodus 15:22 to Exodus 18:27 - John Durham notes a number of contrasts within this passage of Scripture. (a) Israel's Need verses God's Abundance Supply - The children of Israel entered the wilderness journey totally dependent upon God's provision for their every need. Time and again God reveals Himself as having more than enough to supply their needs. (b) Thirst verses Abundance of Water - This passage of Scripture opens with Israel in desperate need of water, only to find bitter water; and the passage closes with Israel encamped at Elim, where there was an abundance of water and trees. Understanding that God was leading them with a cloud by day and pillar of fire by night ( Exodus 13:21-22), it is easy to conclude that God was testing His children. (c) Israel's Grumbling verses God's Loving Patience - An underlying motif found in Israel's forty-year wilderness journey is Israel's constant grumbling and complaining, beginning in this passage, being met with God's continual intervention to meet their need. (d) Health verses Sickness- Another contrast is made between Israel's promise of health and healing against the backdrop of the Ten Plagues of Egypt ( Exodus 15:26). (e) Disorder verses Order - The multitude of Israelites began this journey in an awkward manner, in their encampment, in their travelling, in their lifestyles, so that Moses was overwhelmed with their problems. God sends Jethro with the wisdom to begin setting their lives in order. These contrasts reveal that God was gradually guiding them into an orderly lifestyle of faith and obedience to Him, a lifestyle that would meet their daily needs. However, the multitude of the Israelites were grumbling against change because it clashed with their old habits and customs. 72]

72] John I. Durham, Exodus , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 3, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), explanation of Exodus 5:22-27.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-36 

Israel Encamps in the Wilderness of Sin- The story of Israel's encampment in the Wilderness of Sin and the provision of manna from Heaven is one of the greatest miracles in the Scriptures. Here, the Lord instituted the provision of bread from heaven, which lasted throughout the forty-year wilderness journey. Along with the provision of manna, the Lord instituted the Sabbath rest. 

In the wilderness of Sin, which means, "bush," the children of Israel are given manna from Heaven and quail to eat. The manna symbolizes the daily word that God speaks to every one of His children as a part of His fellowship with them. God speaks to His children each day if he will just take the time to listen. The quail represent the stronger meat that God can give to those who are mature in Christ ( Hebrews 5:12-14). 

The children of Israel were taught the Law of Moses, but it was also necessary that they daily fed upon this divine manna. We too, must learn the academics of the Scriptures in Bible school as well as having a daily devotional in God"s presence to hear a word from Him. We must study the "logos" of the Bible, learning its foundational doctrines, as well as learn to hear the "rhema" of God"s spoken words for us daily.

Since man cannot live by bread alone, but by God"s manna, it means that God has a fresh word for us each day, every day of our lives, if we would just listen ( Matthew 4:4, Luke 4:4). As we partake of Jesus, His life in us through fellowship with Him, He becomes our bread of life ( John 6:28-59).

As the Lord covered the earth each morning with manna for the children of Israel, each day He covers the earth with fresh manna for His people. All of God"s people, from the beginning of time, have learned to feed upon manna.

As the manna is gentle and light as dew and easily trampled, so is the daily manna that He brings to us. We must be light of heart to receive it. It is interesting to note that the manna was small in size, thus making the people to work harder in gathering it. 

Because God sends His manna in different ways we must know how to gather manna each day. For example, this manna can come from living epistles, his people; it may come from something that someone says to you; or, it may come from a writing of a saint. 

The Scriptures that we read each day are our milk; then, it becomes our meat. It builds for us a container that helps us to hold and understand the fresh manna. The vessel that the manna is placed into represents the foundational doctrines of the Scriptures. The manna represents God"s daily bread in our lives. Without a vessel, the manna cannot be contained and used properly; but a vessel without manna is useless also. Both are needed to provide food for living. The daily manna that we receive must be in line with the doctrines of the Scriptures in order for us to receive it.

When Jesus fed the five thousand, he commanded that the crumbs be gathered and placed in to twelve baskets. Without the baskets, the crumbs were useless. In order to know God"s ways, we must know His Scriptures.

When I learned this truth, I began to look for this manna. When I began to look for it, I found it everywhere. Gathering manna and writing it down became a daily exercise for me. It was not that the Lord began to give me more manna; but rather, I began to see it better, because it had been there all the time.

Just as the manna in the wilderness did not last until the next day, we must realize that when the Lord gives us a rhema word for today, it may not apply to a different situation tomorrow. We must learn to find a fresh word from the Lord tomorrow to take us through that day. For today's manna is only sufficient for today. God made it this way in order to have fellowship with us.

Illustration- In 1980 the Lord gave me a dream. I saw an old-fashioned wooden screen door with the Colonial Bread advert within this screen. This was a common way of advertising as a child. The advert did not read, "Colonial Bread," but rather, "the bread of life." In this dream, I knew to open this door and enter in to partake of the bread that comes from God.

Exodus 16:1 — Word Study on "Sin" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Sin" ( סִין) (H 5512) literally means, "clay." PTW says it means, "bush."

Exodus 16:1 — Comments - The children of Israel left Egypt in haste the night of the fourteenth of the first month ( Exodus 12:6). The Jewish month was a thirty-day period. 74] Therefore, the children of Israel had been wandering for thirty days.

74] John F. Walvoord, Every Prophecy of the Bible (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, c 1990, 1999), 254.

Exodus 12:6, "And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening."

Exodus 16:7 — "the glory of the Lord" - Comments- Jesus Christ is the glory of the Lord ( Hebrews 1:3) and the manna is figurative of the Bread of Life ( John 6:35).

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high."

John 6:35, "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life."

Exodus 16:8 And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.
Exodus 16:7-8 — Comments - Murmuring Leads to Rebellion- Murmuring is the early stages of rebellion. When we murmur against God's servants who are placed over us, then we begin to rebel against the Lord.

Exodus 16:18 — Comments- We have a New Testament reference to Exodus 16:18 in 2 Corinthians 8:15, "As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack."

Exodus 16:19-20 — Comments - The Manna as Our Daily Bread- After reading John 6, we compare this manna to Jesus, as the Bread of Life, God"s Word. We must be refreshed with Jesus (outpouring of the Holy Spirit) and God's Word daily. Yesterday' word was needed for yesterday, but today we need a fresh word from God.

Matthew 6:11, "Give us this day our daily bread."

John 6:31-35,"Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst."

Exodus 16:21 — Comments- In Luke 11:3 Jesus taught us to pray for our daily bread, which alludes to the daily bread that God gave to the children of Israel.

Luke 11:3, "Give us day by day our daily bread."

Exodus 16:23-30 — The Ordinance of the Sabbath Day- In Exodus 16:23-30 we have the first discourse about the Sabbath day. As we study the Mosaic Law, it becomes apparent that this Law is built around the number "seven". For example, the seventh day was called the Sabbath day. The seventh month was a month of festivals. The seventh year was the Sabbath year. The seventh Sabbath year ushered in the Year of Jubilee. There were seven days involved in certain feasts. There were seven weeks to be counted between certain feasts. God gave commandments of judging sin seven days for individuals and seven years for judging nations. There were seven days of uncleanness and seven days of consecration. The blood of atonement was sprinkled seven times. The oil was sprinkled seven times on the altar. There were seven lambs to sacrifice. God"s judgment was seven times for sin.

Exodus 16:31 — Word Study on "Manna" - Strong says the Hebrew word "manna" ( מָן) (H 4478) literally means, "a whatness (so to speak)." Gesenius tells us this word can used with the Hebrew hyphen (Maqqeph) in indirect interrogation to mean, "what," or "who."

Exodus 16:32 — Comments- John Gill says that an omer is often viewed by scholars as a man's daily portion of manna. 75]

75] John Gill, Exodus , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Exodus 16:32.

Exodus 16:36 — Comments - The explanation of the omer in Exodus 16:36 may have been an explanatory note added during the period when the Pentateuch was compiled shortly after the death of Moses or as late as the time of Ezra when the Old Testament was canonized and collected into its final form.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-7 

The Water from the Rock - Exodus 17:1-7 records the story of God providing the children of Israel water from the rock. During Israel's encampment at Rephidim, which means "support," Moses struck the rock and water poured forth to refresh the children of Israel. The striking of the rock represents the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and it symbolized the fact that God used men to crucify Jesus on the Cross ( 1 Corinthians 10:4). God, through Prayer of Manasseh , brought about this act. God struck Jesus once for all that we might have living water. In Numbers 20:8 God told Moses to speak to the rock. When Moses struck the rock the second time out of anger ( Numbers 20:11), it was a type of crucifying the Son of God a second time ( Hebrews 6:6).

The water represents the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in tongues that is available for every believer who desires more of God's presence in his/her life. It also represents the daily infilling of the Holy Spirit that every child of God can experience by praying in tongues and worshipping the Lord ( Ephesians 5:18-19). God sends His children the gift of speaking in tongues to support and strengthen the believer.

1 Corinthians 10:4, "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ."

Numbers 20:11, "And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them."

Hebrews 6:6, "If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame."

Now man can speak to Jesus, call upon his name, so that we may have living water (eternal life).

Illustration- Over the Christmas and New Year's holidays of 1986, work was slow. Therefore, I spent extra time praying. One morning the Lord as I awoke, the Lord said to me, "You will never walk in victory in your life unless you spend two hours a day praying in tongues." During this time, I had become concerned and was asking Him why my life lacked so much victory, peace and joy. So the Saturday after New Year's day, while praying in tongues at the church altar, I was led to turn to Ephesians 6:10-18. Immediately the Lord showed me that I'd never have the total, abiding victory as a Christina unless I spend time daily, constantly praying in the spirit. I began doing this two hours a day then. And a heaviness lifted and peace and joy came from within, all day long.

Exodus 17:1 — Word Study on "Sin" - Gesenius says the name "Sin" ( סִין) (H 5512) means, "clay." PTW says it means, "bush."

Exodus 17:1 — Word Study on "Rephidim" - Gesenius says the word "Rephidim" ( רְפִידִים) (H 7508) means, "props, supports." Strong says it means, "ballusters." PTW says it means, "beds." John Durham says it possibly means, "places of spreading out." 76]

76] John I. Durham, Exodus , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 3, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), translation of Exodus 17:1.

Exodus 17:6 — "Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb" - Word Study on "Horeb" - Gesenius says the word "Horeb" ( חֹרֵב) (H 2722) means, "dry, desert." Strong says it means, "desolate." PTW says it means, "desert."

Exodus 17:6 — Comments- The rod of Moses was not only used to bring ten plagues upon Egypt and part the Red Sea, but it was used by God through Moses to strike the Rock. 

Exodus 17:6 — Comments- Note that the same rock that was used to write the Ten Commandments was also used to produce the Living Water ( 1 Corinthians 10:4).

1 Corinthians 10:4, "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ."

Exodus 17:7 — Word Study on "Massah" - PTW says the name, "Massah" means "temptation." See Deuteronomy 6:16, "Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah."

Exodus 17:7 — Word Study on "Meribah" - Gesenius says the name "Meribah" ( מְרִיבָה) (H 4809) means, "strife, contention." Strong and PTW says it means, "quarrel."

Exodus 17:7 — "and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not" - Comments- God had brought the ten plagues upon the land of Egypt while protecting the Israelites in the land of Goshen. He had brought them out with riches and gold. When the faced the Red Sea, the Lord has parted it and destroyed their enemies with the same waters. He had made the bitter waters sweet at Marah. In the wilderness of Sin God has given them quail and manna to eat. Now they ask if God is with them. This is evidence of a hardened heart towards God.



Verses 8-16 

The Battle with the Amalekites - Exodus 17:8-16 records the story of Israel's first battle, which took place at their encampment of Rephidim with the Amalekites. The Lord allowed the children of Israel to be refreshed with a continual source of fresh water from the rock that Moses struck ( Exodus 17:1-7) prior to their attack. The water of Marah was symbolic of the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. The water from the rock struck by Moses is symbolic of the continual filling of the Holy Spirit through a lifestyle of praying in the Spirit ( Ephesians 5:18).

Ephesians 5:18, "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;"

The Amalekites could symbolize the flesh or the demonic realm that comes against the children of God on their spiritual journey. The lifting up of the rod of God in the hands of Moses could represent a believer's declaration of the name of Jesus in taking dominion over the powers of darkness. As Moses held up the rod of God, which symbolizes the authority of the name of Jesus, the enemy was defeated. God's children must learn to use the name of Jesus when Satan attacks the body of Christ. Had Israel remained in Egyptian bondage, the Amalekites would not have attacked them. Neither would Satan attack God's children if they would return back into the world. The Lord once spoke to a friend of mine, saying, "A king does not fight against a city he has already conquered."

Illustration - The Lord gave me a three-part dream, which opened my eyes and taught me how to exercise the authority of the name of Jesus in every area of my life. I had learned how to pray and make my requests to the Lord known using Jesus" name. Now, I was going to learn to use His name to take authority over Satan. The first part of the dream was a vision of a pastor friend of mine sitting in his house peacefully reading his Bible in a chair. I still remember how peaceful and tranquil the scene appeared. Then, the Lord spoke these words to me, "There is peace in a home when there is dominion in that home." Finally, the Lord brought the words " Luke 11:21" to my mind. I had no idea how that verse read nor if it applied to the dream. I woke up and read this passage, "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace." I knew immediately that this dream was from God. Through the next few months, I began to study the Bible and learn how to use the name of Jesus to set my household at peace. (4July 1988)

Exodus 17:8 — Word Study on "Amalek" - PTW says the name, "Amalek" ( עֲמָלֵק) (H 6002) means "warlike, dweller in the vale." John Durham says it possibly means, "trouble-maker." 77]

77] John I. Durham, Exodus , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 3, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), translation of Exodus 17:8.

Genesis 36:12, "And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau"s son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau"s wife."

Comments- The Amalekites are first mentioned in Genesis as a tribe dwelling in the land of Canaan ( Genesis 14:7). In addition, the name Amalek refers to the son of Eliphaz, the son of Esau ( Genesis 36:12). Since Balaam called Amalek the "first of the nations" ( Numbers 24:20), it is likely that the Amalekites is a reference to the more ancient tribe. However, scholars are divided as to their exact identity.

Genesis 14:7, "And they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar."

Numbers 24:20, "And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and said, Amalek was the first of the nations; but his latter end shall be that he perish for ever."

Moses later reminds the next generation of Israelites of this unprovoked attack by the Amalekites recorded in Exodus 17:8-16 and promises the children of Israel that God will utterly wipe them out ( Deuteronomy 25:17-19).

Deuteronomy 25:17-19, "Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God. Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it."

Exodus 17:9 — "to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand" - Comments - The rod of God that Moses used to implement the Ten Plagues and part the Red Sea represents divine authority and symbolizes the fact that God gives the name of Jesus to the New Testament Church, which they use to take authority over the enemy. When Jesus sent forth the Twelve and the seventy to preach the Gospel and to heal the sick and cast out demons, He gave them His name. When the disciples spoke His name, they exercised all of the authority in His name ( Luke 10:17).

Luke 10:17, "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name."

Exodus 17:11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.
Exodus 17:11 — Comments- The lifting up of Moses" hands signified that he was putting his faith in God through worship and prayer, and God is with him ( James 5:16). In contrast, when we do not pray, we are putting our trust in ourselves and God is not with us. This was signified by Moses lowering his hands. Moses" praise stilled the enemy ( Psalm 8:2). Joshua will follow this style of leadership during battle by holding up his sword in Israel's battle with Ai ( Joshua 8:26).

James 5:16, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Joshua 8:26, "For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai."

In the epistle of Barnabas, an early Christian document that Clement of Alexandria ascribes to the apostle Barnabas, who would have written it in the first century (A.D 70 to 100), the author states that the lifting of Moses' hands signified that the children of Israel could not be saved unless they put their trust in Him. The author also states that Moses held his hands out as a symbol of the Cross of Christ Jesus.

"Yet again He speaks of this in Moses, when Israel was attacked by strangers. And that He might remind them, when assailed, that it was on account of their sins they were delivered to death, the Spirit speaks to the heart of Moses, that he should make a figure of the cross, and of Him about to suffer thereon; for unless they put their trust in Him, they shall be overcome for ever. Moses therefore placed one weapon above another in the midst of the hill, and standing upon it, so as to be higher than all the people, he stretched forth his hands, and thus again Israel acquired the mastery. But when again he let down his hands, they were again destroyed. For what reason? That they might know that they could not be saved unless they put their trust in Him." (Epistle of Barnabas, 12) 78]

78] Epistle of Barnabas, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 1, eds. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1885, 1913), 144-5.

Exodus 17:13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
Exodus 17:14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.
Exodus 17:14 — Scripture References - Note:

Deuteronomy 25:17, "Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God. Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it."

1 Samuel 15:1-3, "Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass." This was a time of unrest for Israel. Note 1 Samuel 14:52, "And there was sore war against the Philistines all the days of Saul: and when Saul saw any strong Prayer of Manasseh , or any valiant Prayer of Manasseh , he took him unto him."

The Amalekites were not entirely destroyed until the days of Hezekiah.

1 Chronicles 4:43, "And they smote the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped, and dwelt there unto this day."

Exodus 17:15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi:
Exodus 17:15 — Word Study on "Jehovah nissi" - Strong says the Hebrew word "nissi" ( נִסִּי) (H 5251) means, "a flag, a sail." It refers to something lifted up, such as a banner, a flag, or a sign by which one is warned. This same word used in Numbers 21:8-9 and is translated "a pole." It is used in Psalm 60:4 as the word "banner."

Numbers 21:8-9, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any Prayer of Manasseh , when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived."

Psalm 60:4, "Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah."

Exodus 17:16 For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.
Exodus 17:16 — Comments- As long as we journey in this life, we also will have to fight the enemy.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-12 

Jethro Meets Moses - In Exodus 18:1-12 Moses encamps at Mount Sinai, while the children of Israel are still at Rephidim. While Moses was encamped at the mountain of God, he honours Jethro, his father-in-law. Jethro offers the sacrifice and they eat together. Jethro's visit to Moses could symbolize Jesus Christ as He offers His blood at the Father's throne. Perhaps the fact that he went ahead of the encampment symbolizes that fact that Jesus went before us to God's throne to offer His atoning sacrifice in our behalf. There he met his father-in-law, who made a sacrifice unto God. This may symbolize God the Father receiving Jesus' sacrifice, which was actually a sacrifice that God gave to mankind for his salvation.

Exodus 18:1 When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses" father in law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt;
Exodus 18:1 — "When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses" father in law" - Comments - The individual named Jethro, or Reuel, or Hobab, is the priest of Midian and the father-in-law to Moses. The Hebrew name Jethro ( יתרו) (H 3503) occurs ten times in the Old Testament Scriptures ( Exodus 3:1; Exodus 4:18; Exodus 18:1-2; Exodus 18:5-6; Exodus 18:9-10; Exodus 18:12). He is also called by the name Reuel ( רעוּאל) (H 7467) ( Exodus 2:18) and by the name Hobab ( חבב) (H 2246), the son of Raguel ( רעוּאל) (H 7467) ( Numbers 10:29, Judges 4:11).

Exodus 2:18, "And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day?"

Numbers 10:29, "And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses" father in law, We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good concerning Israel."

Judges 4:11, "Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of Hobab the father in law of Moses, had severed himself from the Kenites, and pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, which is by Kedesh."

Josephus calls him by the name Raguel and Jethro (Antiquities 33; 523).

"Now when Raguel, Moses's father-in-law, understood in what a prosperous condition his affairs were, he willingly came to meet him" (Antiquities 33)

"They also gave land for habitation to the posterity of Jethro, the Midianite, who was the father-in-law to Moses; for they had left their own country, and followed them, and accompanied them in the wilderness." (Antiquities 523)

Midian was the son of Abraham and Keturah ( Genesis 25:1-3).

Genesis 25:1-3, "Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan…"

However, the book of Judges calls Jethro a Kenite ( Judges 1:16).

Judges 1:16, "And the children of the Kenite, Moses" father in law, went up out of the city of palm trees with the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south of Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people."

"heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt" - Comments - The news of Israel's exodus from Egypt and deliverance through the Red Sea quickly spread throughout the region.

Exodus 18:2 Then Jethro, Moses" father in law, took Zipporah, Moses" wife, after he had sent her back,
Exodus 18:2 — Comments - Scholars are in general agreement that Moses must have sent Zipporah his wife back at the beginning of their journey to Egypt when they were at the inn ( Exodus 4:24-26). This was just prior to his meeting with Aaron.

Exodus 4:24-26, "And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him. Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her Song of Solomon , and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision."

Exodus 18:3 And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he said, I have been an alien in a strange land:
Exodus 18:3 — Word Study on "Gershom" - Gesenius says the name "Gershom" ( גֵּרְשׁוֹן) (H 1648)means, "expulsion." Strong says it means, "a refugee." PTW says it means, "exile." Note:

Exodus 2:22, "And she bare him a Song of Solomon , and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land."

Comments- Exodus 2:22 refers to the birth of Gershom, Moses" first son. It is assumed that Gershom was circumcised in Exodus 4:24-26; however, it is possible that the second son named Eliezer was the one circumcised on that day. 

Exodus 4:24-26, "And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him. Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her Song of Solomon , and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision."

Exodus 18:4 And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my father, said Hebrews , was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh:
Exodus 18:4 — "And the name of the other was Eliezer" - Word Study on "Eliezer" - PTW says the name "Eliezer" means, "God is help." Note:

1 Chronicles 23:15, "The sons of Moses were, Gershom, and Eliezer."

Comments - Exodus 18:4 provides the first mention of the second son of Moses named Eliezer.

Exodus 18:4 — "for the God of my father, said Hebrews , was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh" - Comments- The phrase "delivered me from sword of Pharaoh" most likely refers to the time when Moses first escaped from the hands of Pharaoh after killing an Egyptian taskmaster ( Exodus 2:14-15). However, if Eliezer was born or named during Moses' return to Egypt, the name may declare Moses' help in God to deliver him from Pharaoh upon his return to deliver the children of Israel.

Exodus 2:14-15, "And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known. Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well."

Exodus 18:5 And Jethro, Moses" father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, where he encamped at the mount of God:
Exodus 18:5 — Comments- In Exodus 18:1-12 Moses encamps at Mount Sinai, while the children of Israel are still at Rephidim. Perhaps Moses went ahead to scout out the location where God was leading the children of Israel. We find a reference to Mount Horeb in the preceding passage ( Exodus 17:6), which suggests that Moses did go ahead of the people ( Exodus 17:5) to Mount Horeb, which is called the mountain of God in Exodus 3:1.

Exodus 17:6, "Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel."

Exodus 3:1, "Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb."

Exodus 18:6 — Comments - Jethro has sent a messenger to Moses telling him of his plans to visit. They must have agreed to meet at Mount Sinai, a familiar location for both of them.

Exodus 18:11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them.
Exodus 18:11 — Scripture References- Note:

Exodus 12:12, "For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD."

Exodus 18:12 And Jethro, Moses" father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses" father in law before God.
Exodus 18:12 — "to eat bread with Moses" father in law before God" - Comments- This meal was symbolic of the Lord"s Supper in the New Testament.



Verses 1-27 

Moses Honours Jethro — - Exodus 18:1-27 records the visit of Jethro to Moses at Mount Sinai ( Exodus 18:5) and their sacrifice and meal together. Jethro becomes the central figure in this narrative material, perhaps because Moses gives honor to his father-in-law when writing the book of Exodus. Jethro was greatly received and honoured by Moses. In this story, it is possible that Jethro serves as a type and figure of God the Father, while Moses is a type and figure of Jesus Christ bringing God's people through redemption ( 1 Corinthians 10:2). 

1 Corinthians 10:2, "And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;"

In the story of redemption, Jesus rose from the grave, ascended to Heaven, and offered His blood sacrifice once for all for mankind ( Hebrews 9:12). 

Hebrews 9:12, "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us."

Perhaps the meeting of Jethro and Moses represents this atoning sacrifice of Jesus that God the Father gave to mankind when the Jethro brought a sacrifice and offered it unto the Lord ( Exodus 18:12).

Note two divisions to this section:

1. Jethro Meets Moses — Exodus 18:1-12
2. Jethro Advices Moses — Exodus 18:13-27


Verses 13-27 

Jethro Advices Moses - Exodus 18:13-27 records the incident in which Jethro advises Moses on how to delegate judges to assist him in judging the matters of the people. After Moses honours Jethro, his father-in-law gives Moses wisdom regarding organizing leadership among the children of Israel so that all of them can receive wisdom and ministry. This event symbolizes High Priesthood of Jesus Christ, seen in Jethro's comment to Moses, "You be for the people an advocate before God, and you bring the problems to God." 79] ( Exodus 18:19). The ordaining by Moses of leaders over the people represents church order and service. Jesus is seated at the Father's right hand to judge His church, while sending forth the Holy Spirit to anoint the five-fold ministry and give the gifts of the Spirit to the body of Christ ( Ephesians 4:8-13). If a child of God will submit himself to the leadership of a local fellowship, he will be able to experience the gifts and anointings of the Holy Spirit and join in the ministry of helps.

79] Translation by John I. Durham, Exodus , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 3, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), translation of Exodus 18:19.

Paul writes to the church at Ephesus and tells them "When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." ( Ephesians 4:8) Paul then lists the 5-fold ministry gifts that God gave the Church. Exodus 18:13-27 is a type and figure of God equipping the Church through the offices and gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Exodus 18:19 — Comments - Jethro tells Moses to stand before God and bring the difficult issues that Moses could not resolve before Him. Jethro could say this because he was a priest himself ministering in behalf of his people ( Exodus 2:16). Moses would teach the people the laws and statutes so that the leaders could have guidelines to follow in helping judge matters. Those matters that could not be resolved at lower levels of leadership could be brought to Moses, who could bring them before the Lord for an answer. We see a clear example of this happening in Numbers 15:32-36 when the people brought a man to Moses who had been picking up sticks on the Sabbath. The Lord spoke to Moses to have the man put to death.

Exodus 2:16, "Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father"s flock."

Exodus 18:20 And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do.
Exodus 18:20 — Comments - The tribe of Levi will be called out to teach the Israelites the Mosaic law and its statutes. When these laws are understood by the people, there would be less offences and clear guidelines in resolving conflicts.

Exodus 18:21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:
Exodus 18:21 — "Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness" - Comments - Jethro told Moses to choose out men with leadership qualities. In the midst of the murmuring and complaining, there were men in the camp who feared God and were willing to walk in His statutes. Paul wrote a similar charge to Timothy to choose out men with similar qualifications for the office of a bishop ( 1 Timothy 3:1-13). 

Exodus 18:21-22 — Comments - Jehoshaphat organized the nation of Judah using a similar order of judging the people ( 2 Chronicles 19:5-11).

Exodus 18:25 — Comments- Note that Israel's first two kings, Saul and David, will later organize the armies of Israel by these same divisions. Jesus himself, while feeding the five thousand, organized the meal by dividing people into groups of hundreds and fifties ( Mark 6:40).

Mark 6:40, "And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties."

Exodus 18:26 And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves.
Exodus 18:27 And Moses let his father in law depart; and he went his way into his own land.
19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-25 

Exodus 19:1 In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai.
Exodus 19:2 For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount.
Exodus 19:1-2 — Comments - The Location of Mount Sinai- Since the third or fourth century A.D, the traditional location of Mount Sinai has been Jebel Musa, located in the southern part of the Sinai Peninsula (ISBE). 80] We see Paul the apostle taking a pilgrimage to Arabia in his early years as a Christian, perhaps to the sacred site of Mount Sinai.

80] C. R. Conder, "Sinai," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Galatians 1:17, "Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus."

Josephus quotes Apion as saying that this mountain was located between Egypt and Arabia.

"However, our admirable author Apion hath before told us that ‘they came to Judea in six days' time;" and again, that "Moses went up to a mountain that lay between Egypt and Arabia, which was called Sinai, and was concealed there forty days, and that when he came down from thence he gave laws to the Jews.'" (Josephus, Against Apion 2225) 81]

81] Flavius Josephus, Flavius Josephus Against Apion, in The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, William Whiston, trans. (Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, c 1987, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 541.

Philo of Alexandria says that Moses fled to Arabia while the Scriptures say that Moses fled to Midian. Thus, Midian could be located in Arabia.

"As they urged these arguments to the king he retreated to the contiguous country of Arabia, where it was safe to abide, entreating God that he would deliver his countrymen from inextricable calamities, and would worthily chastise their oppressors who omitted no circumstance of insolence and tyranny, and would double his joy by allowing him to behold the accomplishment of both these prayers. And God heard his prayers, looking favourably on his disposition, so devoted to what is good, and so hostile to what is evil, and not long after he pronounced his decision upon the affairs of that land as became a God." (Philo Judaes, A Treatise On the Life of Moses, 19) 82]

82] C. D. Young, The Works of Philo Judaes vol 3 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1855), 12.

If Moses was tending the flock of Jethro when he encountered God at Mount Sinai, then this would mean that it was located near Midian in Arabia.

Exodus 3:1, "Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb."

If Mount Sinai, and Midian, were located in Saudi Arabia, rather than the Sinai Peninsula, as recent archeological evidence now indicates, then the crossing of the Red Sea could have taken place in the Gulf of Aqaba, on the east side of the Sinai Peninsula and not at one of five traditional sites located on the west or north side of the Sinai and the Gulf of Suez. Since the Sinai Peninsula was under the domain of Egypt during the time of the Exodus , this location in Arabia would have placed Moses and the children of Israel just outside Egyptian ancient territory and thus, outside of their diplomatic reach.

Visits into the northwest corner of Saudi Arabia by Chuck Missler and Bob Cornuke have revealed a site considered by local Arabs to be the place where Moses camped with the children of Israel. Jabel Alaz, located about fifteen miles below Elbad, matches the ancient Jewish historical records. This site has a flat plain of 10 ,000 acres located at the base of a tall mountain, whose top is black as if burned with fire. This level plain would be big enough to allow the children of Israel to camp. In addition, the description of this mountain fits that described by Josephus:

"When he had said this, he ascended up to Mount Sinai, which is the highest of all the mountains that are in that country and is not only very difficult to be ascended by men, on account of its vast altitude, but because of the sharpness of its precipices also; nay, indeed, it cannot be looked at without pain of the eyes: and besides this, it was terrible and inaccessible, on account of the rumor that passed about, that God dwelt there." (Josephus, Antiquities 351.) 83]

83] Flavius Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, in The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, William Whiston, trans. (Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, c 1987, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 84.

A large stone altar has been found at this location with carvings of cattle matching those carved on ancient Egyptian walls. The shape of this altar fits the description found in Exodus 20:24-26. It was made of uncut stone, and it had no steps leading up to the top.

Exodus 20:24, "An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee."

In addition, on the top of one hill in this location sits a large stone that has been split from top to bottom, with signs of water erosion at its base. Perhaps this is the very stone that Moses struck and water came out. 84]

84] Chuck Missler, The Real Mt. Sinai? (March 1998) [on-line]; accessed 5 March 2009; available from http://www.khouse.org/articles/1998/153/; Internet.

Exodus 19:4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles" wings, and brought you unto myself.
Exodus 19:4 — Scripture References - Note:

Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."

Exodus 19:5-6 — Scripture References - See:

1 Peter 2:5, "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."

1 Peter 2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light."

Revelation 1:6, "And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."

Exodus 19:8 — Comments- They promised to do all of God's Word.

Ecclesiastes 5:4, "When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands?"

Exodus 19:9 And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD.
Exodus 19:9 — "I come unto thee in a thick cloud" - Comments- God covered His radiance because no man can approach the light that God dwells in ( 1 Timothy 6:16). The children of Israel could not behold God. Even Moses was allowed to see only the back of God.

1 Timothy 6:16, "Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen."

Scripture References - Note a similar passage:

Psalm 97:2, "Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne."

Exodus 19:10 — "let them wash their clothes" - Comments- The washing of the people's clothing may be figurative of the church"s call to cleans itself from the world ( 2 Corinthians 7:1), and to be a people set apart for the Lord.

2 Corinthians 7:1, "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

Exodus 19:11 And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.
Exodus 19:11 — "be ready against the third day" - Comments- If one day is figurative of a thousand year in God"s sight ( 2 Peter 3:8), then the church has been given two days, or two thousand years to consecrate itself and to get ready for His coming. The third day would then represent the millennial reign of the Lord Jesus, when He comes to dwell with men ( Revelation 20:4).

2 Peter 3:8, "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."

Revelation 20:4, "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years."

Exodus 19:9-11 — Comments - The Lord Speaks to Moses in a Thick Cloud- The Scriptures tell us that all of the service that Moses performed was as a witness of those things which were coming ( Hebrews 3:5). Therefore, this event could be a type and figure of the coming of the Lord to dwell with His people.

Hebrews 3:5, "And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;"

Exodus 19:12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death:
Exodus 19:12 — Comments- Also, whoever touched the ark of covenant was killed.

Exodus 19:13 There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or Prayer of Manasseh , it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.
Exodus 19:12-13 — Scripture References - Note:

Hebrews 12:20, "(For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:"

Exodus 19:14 And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes.
Exodus 19:15 And he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives.
Exodus 19:15 — "Come not at your wives" - Comments- Why could the people not come at their wives? Because it made them unclean.

Leviticus 22:4, "What man soever of the seed of Aaron is a leper, or hath a running issue; he shall not eat of the holy things, until he be clean. And whoso toucheth any thing that is unclean by the dead, or a man whose seed goeth from him."

Exodus 19:15 — Scripture References - See:

1 Samuel 21:4-5, "And the priest answered David, and said, There is no common bread under mine hand, but there is hallowed bread; if the young men have kept themselves at least from women. And David answered the priest, and said unto him, Of a truth women have been kept from us about these three days, since I came out, and the vessels of the young men are holy, and the bread is in a manner common, yea, though it were sanctified this day in the vessel."

1 Corinthians 7:5, "Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency."

Exodus 19:16 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled.
Exodus 19:17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount.
Exodus 19:18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
Exodus 19:18 — Comments- The mount did not shake until God descended upon it. This represents God's presence. See:

1 Kings 19:11, "And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake."

Isaiah 6:4, "And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke."

Nahum 1:5, "The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein."

Acts 4:31, "And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness."

Hebrews 12:26, "Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven."

Exodus 19:19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.
Exodus 19:20 And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the LORD called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up.
Exodus 19:19-20 — Comments - The Sounding of the Trumpet as a Type and Figure of the Rapture of the Church- Some Bible scholars suggest that the sounding of the trumpet in Exodus 19:19-20 is a type and figure of the rapture of the Church. As the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai with the sound of the trumpet, so will Christ descend from heaven with the trump of God at the time of the rapture ( 1 Thessalonians 4:16).

1 Thessalonians 4:16, "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

Exodus 19:21 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through unto the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish.
Exodus 19:21 — Comments- Moses was like a watchman on the tower ( Ezekiel 3:17).

Ezekiel 3:17,"on of Prayer of Manasseh , I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me."

Exodus 19:22 And let the priests also, which come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them.
Exodus 19:23 And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.
Exodus 19:24 And the LORD said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people break through to come up unto the LORD, lest he break forth upon them.
Exodus 19:25 So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them.
20 Chapter 20 

Verse 1-2 

Introduction to the Ten Commandments - Exodus 20:1-2 records God's introductory remarks to the Ten Commandments.

Exodus 20:1 And God spake all these words, saying,
Exodus 20:1 — Comments- Did God speak to Moses and Aaron only ( Exodus 19:24), or to all of the people? See Exodus 20:19-20.

Exodus 19:24, "And the LORD said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people break through to come up unto the LORD, lest he break forth upon them."

Exodus 20:19-20,"And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not."

Exodus 20:2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
Exodus 20:2 — Comments- The Israelites had lived in Egypt, a land of many gods. The Lord identifies Himself here as their true Deliverer among the many gods of Egypt.



Verses 1-17 

The Ten Commandments (Introduction) - Exodus 1:1-17 records the Ten Commandments that Moses received on Mount Sinai. The heart of these laws serve as the foundation of the man's faith in God in both the old and new covenants. They establish the divine principles by which man should live throughout the ages, from Genesis to Revelations. 

The major theme of the Pentateuch is the delivering of the Mosaic Law to the children of Israel. On Mount Sinai, Moses gave the people the Ten Commandments, which can be referred to as the "Moral Law." He then delivered to them many statutes and ordinances regarding daily living and service in the Tabernacle. This set of rules and regulations can be referred to as the "Civil Laws." The Ten Commandments became the foundation for the Jewish civil laws. Thus, the Ten Commandments dealt with a man's heart, while the civil laws dealt with a man's actions. When a man held the moral laws within his heart, he would then be willing to follow the civil laws. Moses repeats the giving of the Ten Commandments in Deuteronomy 5:1-22 to the new generation of people who will go in to possess the Promised Land.

When questioned by the Jews about the greatest commandment, Jesus summed up the Ten Commandments into two great commandments, "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these." ( Matthew 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-34, Luke 10:25-28) Thus, we can understand that the first four commandments deal with our relationship to God. Jesus summed these four up with the statement that we are to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength. 

1Commandment ( Exodus 20:3) - No other Gods before Me. Love God with all your heart.

2Commandment ( Exodus 20:4-6) - No worship of graven images. Love God with all your soul.

3Commandment ( Exodus 20:7) - Do not take God"s name in vain. Love God with all your mind.

4th Commandment ( Exodus 20:8-11) - Keep the Sabbath. Love God with all your strength.

This order of heart, soul, mind, and strength helps us to understand our make-up. When we set our heart on something or someone (1st commandment), we begin to think about it (2nd commandment), our thoughts lead us to speak about it (3rd commandment), and our words direct our actions (4th commandment). The last six commandments deal with man's relationship with his fellow man:

5th Commandment ( Exodus 20:12) - Honour father and mother.

6th Commandment ( Exodus 20:13) - Do not murder.

7th Commandment ( Exodus 20:14) - Do not commit adultery.

8th Commandment ( Exodus 20:15) - Do not steal.

9th Commandment ( Exodus 20:16) - Do not bear false witness.

10th Commandment ( Exodus 20:17) - Do not covet.

Jesus summed up the Ten Commandments in Matthew 7:12, "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets." He made a similar statement in Luke 6:31, "And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise."

In Romans 13:9-10 Paul summed up the last six commandments with the same statement that Jesus had taught, which says, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

Romans 13:9-10, "For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law."

James describes the Ten Commandments as the "royal law" ( James 2:8-11).

James 2:8, "If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:"



Verses 3-11 

The First Four Commandments - Jesus revealed that the first four commandments deal with our relationship to God.

Mark 12:30-32, "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these."

They teach us to serve the Lord with our heart, soul, mind and strength:

1Commandment ( Exodus 20:3) - No other Gods before Me. Love God with all your heart.

2Commandment ( Exodus 20:4-6) - No worship of graven images. Love God with all your soul.

3Commandment ( Exodus 20:7) - Do not take God"s name in vain. Love God with all your mind.

4th Commandment ( Exodus 20:8-11) - Keep the Sabbath. Love God with all your strength.

Exodus 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Exodus 20:3 — Comments- The First Commandment - Exodus 20:3 records the first commandment, which tells us to have no other gods before the Lord God. This commandment teaches us to serve the Lord with all of our heart. We serve a jealous God.

Exodus 20:5, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;"

Exodus 34:14, "For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:"

Deuteronomy 4:24, "For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God."

Deuteronomy 5:9, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,"

Deuteronomy 6:15, "(For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth."

Joshua 24:19, "And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins."

The New Testament Perspective:

Matthew 4:10, "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."

Matthew 19:16-22
Matthew 22:34-46
Mark 12:28-34
Luke 10:25-37
Romans 13:10, "Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law."

Philippians 3:19, "Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)"

2 Timothy 3:4, "Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;"

Your God is who you serve and try to please the most, or above all else. Illustration:

Galatians 1:10, "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ."

Your God is who you believe in and serve. Illustration:

1 Samuel 8:1-9; 1 Samuel 10:17 f

Exodus 20:4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:
Exodus 20:5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
Exodus 20:5 — "I the LORD thy God am a jealous God" - Comments- The title "a jealous God" was used frequently by Moses and Joshua:

Exodus 34:14, "For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:"

Deuteronomy 4:24, "For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God."

Deuteronomy 5:9, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,"

Deuteronomy 6:15, "(For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth."

Joshua 24:19, "And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins."

Exodus 20:5 — "visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children" - Word Study on "visiting" - Strong says the Hebrew word "visiting" "paqad" ( פָּקַד) (H 6485) is a primitive root that literally means, "to visit (with friendly or hostile intent)." This word carries a wide use of meanings in the Old Testament, such as "to attend to, muster, number, reckon, visit, punish, appoint, look after, care for." The Enhance Strong says it is used 305 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "number 119, visit 59, punish 31, appoint 14, commit 6, miss 6, set 6, charge 5, governor 5, lack 4, oversight 4, officers 4, counted 3, empty 3, ruler 3, overseer 3, judgment 2, misc 28".

Exodus 20:5 — "unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me" - Comments- Why three or four generations? Because it is possible for the third and fourth generations to live during the time of the aged head of the family, and to be influenced towards either bad or good. In many societies, the aged head is considered the one who has the wisdom the lead the family and make all major decisions for his offspring.

It appears that God"s judgment ends or culminates in the third and fourth generations. We find this stated a number of times in Scriptures.

Exodus 20:5, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;"

Exodus 34:7, "Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children"s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation."

Numbers 14:18, "The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation."

Deuteronomy 5:9, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,"

Deuteronomy 23:7-8, "Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor an Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger in his land. The children that are begotten of them shall enter into the congregation of the LORD in their third generation."

We have examples in the Scriptures of God"s judgment taking place or culminating in the fourth generation. Remember that God gave several kings of Israel four generations to rule and He gave them time to correct themselves before he would destroy their lineage of kingship. For example, God judged the fourth generation of Jehu by cutting off his seed from being king.

2 Kings 10:30, "And the LORD said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel."

2 Kings 15:12, "This was the word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And so it came to pass."

Exodus 20:5 — Comments- We may ask the question of how God visits the iniquity of the fathers upon their children. One interesting newspaper article suggests that some diseases can be passed down to at least four generations of offspring.

"Toxic chemicals that poisoned your grandparents, or even great-grandparents, may also affect your health, US researchers suggested on Thursday. A study in rats shows the effects of certain toxic chemicals were passed on for four generations of males. The finding, published in the journal Science, suggests that toxins may play a role in inherited diseases now blamed on genetic mutations. ‘It's a new way to think about disease,' said Michael Skinner, director of the Centre for Reproductive Biology at Washington State University. ‘We believe this phenomenon will be widespread and be a major factor in understanding how disease develops.' For their study, Skinner and colleagues injected pregnant rats with vinclozolin, a fungicide commonly used in vineyards, and methoxychlor, a pesticide that replaced DDT. Both are endocrine disrupters - synthetic chemicals that interfere with the normal function of reproductive hormones, notably testosterone and oestrogen.

"Characteristics - Animal studies have shown they can affect fertility and the development of genitals, for example. Scientists knew that treating pregnant rats with high doses of vinclozolin every day produces sterile male pups. Skinner's team injected vinclozolin into pregnant rats during a specific time during gestation when the developing embryos take on sexual characteristics. ‘It is when either an ovary or testes develop,' Skinner said in a telephone interview. The time was comparable to mid-gestation in humans. Male rat pups born to these mothers had a 20 percent lower than normal sperm count, their sperm were less motile, meaning they did not swim as well, and they were less fertile. There were similar results with methoxychlor. When these male offspring were mated with females that had not been exposed to the toxins, 90 percent of the new male offspring had similar problems. The effect held for a fourth generation. That has never been seen before, although radiation and chemotherapy are known to affect fertility and the children of people affected." 85]

85] Tests Show Poisoning May Last Four Generations: Result of toxin exposure could pass through male descendants, (Washington: Reuters), in Gulf News (Dubai, United Arab Emirates), Saturday, June 4, 2005.

Exodus 20:6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.
Exodus 20:4-6 — Comments- The Second Commandment - Exodus 20:4-6 records the second commandment, which tells us not to make graven idols nor bow down to worship them. The ancient world was full of idolatry. Practically every culture had their own set of idols and temples dedicated to their idols. This commandment teaches us to serve the Lord with all of our soul and places emphasis upon our thoughts and attitudes. In contrast, the third commandment emphasizes the words that we speak. Thus, our soulish realm has a two-fold aspect of thoughts and confession, or our soul and our mind.

We are to worship God in spirit and truth ( John 4:24).

John 4:24, "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."

Note other passages that talk about the evils of idolatry:

Romans 1:23-25
Ephesians 5:5, "For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God."

Colossians 3:5, "Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:"

The Lord told Joshua and the children of Israel not to make any carvings of images. In the crossing of the Jordan River, they took twelve uncarved stones to make a memorial ( Joshua 4:1-3; Joshua 4:19-24). Note how the brasen serpent so easily became an idol to the children of Israel and Hezekiah had it destroyed ( Numbers 21:8-9, 2 Kings 18:1-5). Also, Gideon made a golden ephod, which became a snare unto the children of Israel ( Judges 8:24-27).

Judges 8:27, "And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel went thither a whoring after it: which thing became a snare unto Gideon, and to his house."

Being superstitious of objects and "good lack charms" would be a form of idolatry and of breaking this commandment.

Note other passages regarding Exodus 20:5 (visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the third and fourth generations):

Exodus 34:6-7, "And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children"s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation."

Leviticus 20:4-5, "And if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the Prayer of Manasseh , when he giveth of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not: Then I will set my face against that Prayer of Manasseh , and against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people."

Note illustrations of Exodus 20:5 :

The Amalekite were killed for fighting with Israel.

1 Samuel 15:1-3, "Samuel also said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass."

Saul's sons killed because Saul killed the Gibeonites.

2 Samuel 21:1 f

God judged the children of Israel because of their years of idolatry.

2 Kings 23:24-26
Note other verses.

1 John 5:21, "Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen."

Sacrilege is to appropriate to your own use what is consecrated to God.

Romans 2:22, "Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?"

The blessings of the righteous will forever be handed down to his descendents as it brings never-ending blessings from one generation to the next. But the punishment that God hands down to the wicked will cut off their seed after the fourth generation and thus, purge the world of this wickedness. For example, Jesus Christ gave His blessings to twelve apostles. The blessings from the Gospel of Jesus has been handed down for thousands of years, and even into eternity. In contrast, the Lord cut off Ahab and other wicked leaders in Israel in their fourth generation.

Exodus 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
Exodus 20:7 — Comments- The Third Commandment (Do Not Take God's Name in Vain) - Exodus 20:7 records the third commandment, which tells us not to take God's name in vain. This commandment teaches us to serve the Lord with all of our minds. It places emphasis upon our words rather than our thoughts as seen in the second commandment. Thus, our soulish realm has a two-fold aspect of thoughts and confession.

The Old Testament prophets delivered oracles from the Lord and swore by His name. However, when a person swears by the Lord that he will go and do this or that in his life, he is in sin because he does not have power over the future to ensure something will happen. Only God in Heaven can know and determine the future. He wants our lives and destiny to be in His hands. He wants His children to look to Him daily for guidance and direction, rather than a person deciding his own destiny by swearing that something will happen. We have a clear example of this commandment in James 4:13-15, in which James condemns those who say they will go into a city, work for a year and gain prosperity. The truth is that they do not know what the future holds for them. He refers to such boastful acts in Exodus 5:12 by saying, "Swear not."

James 4:13-15, "Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that."

James 5:12, "But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation."

Exodus 20:8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Exodus 20:8 — Word Study on "Sabbath" - Strong says Hebrew word "Sabbath" ( שַׁבָּת) (H 7676) comes from the primitive root ( שָׁבַת) (H 7673), which means, "to repose, i.e. desist from exertion." The Enhanced Strong says the word "Sabbath" is used 108 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, "sabbath 107, another 1." 

Exodus 20:8 — "Remember the Sabbath day" - Comments- See Isaiah 58:13 for insight into the true purpose and meaning of the Sabbath day rest:

Isaiah 58:13, "If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words."

Exodus 20:8 — Comments - Hughes Old says the fourth commandment found in Exodus 20:8 involves the concept of "holding the memorial appropriate to the Sabbath day." He believes this memorial event involves remembering the Creation Story, Salvation history, the words of the prophets, etc, so that this is a time for the Jews to recite their redemptive history and pass it on to the next generation. 86]

86] Hughes Oliphant Old, "The Reading and Preaching of Scriptures in the Worship of the Christian Church," Expository Homiletical Conference, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Hamilton, Massachusetts, 14October 2011.

Exodus 20:9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
Exodus 20:10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy Song of Solomon , nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them Isaiah , and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.
Exodus 20:8-11 — Comments- The Fourth Commandment (Honour the Sabbath Day) - Exodus 20:8-11 records the fourth commandment, which is to honour the Sabbath Day. This commandment tells us to serve the Lord with all of our strength. This would include our material wealth as well. Under the Mosaic Law, the breaking of the Sabbath was a sin into death ( Exodus 31:15).

Exodus 31:15, "Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death."

Illustration:

Numbers 15:32-36
We see in Leviticus 25:1-7; Leviticus 25:18-22 how the land was also to observe a Sabbath rest. Note that in the Garden of Eden, the land had rest. Man was to eat of the trees' fruit, and herbs, what grew of itself and he was to tend the Garden. Now ground is cursed and must be cultivated, so the land needs rest from this toil.

Psalm 92is a song for the Sabbath day to give God thanks on that day.

Isaiah 58:13-14 is a prophecy for us today on how to keep the Sabbath day.

Isaiah 58:13-14, "If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it."

Jesus explains the Sabbath in the Gospels.

Matthew 12:5, "Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?"

Mark 2:27, "And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for Prayer of Manasseh , and not man for the sabbath:"

John 7:20-24
When Jesus healed on the Sabbath day, the Jewish leaders were angered.

Luke 13:14, "And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day."

When a man works six days, it represents his way of doing things in order to prosper. The Sabbath day was symbolic of how man was to enter into God's life of faith and rest and trust Him.

Hebrews 4:9, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God."

Therefore, healing and the Sabbath Day go together. However, the world wants to prosper by their worldly ways, not by God's way of faith.

According to Hebrews 4, we enter God's Sabbath rest by ceasing from walking in flesh and living by faith.

In Job 1:5 Job prayed for his children at the end of each cycle of feasting, praying for God's healing and sanctification. This was a type of Sabbath rest.

Job 1:5, "And it was Song of Solomon , when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually."

In the New Testament we attend Church on Sunday as a biblical New Testament pattern.

Acts 20:7, "And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight."

1 Corinthians 16:2, "Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come."

Paul taught the believers that there was no need to observe particular days under the New Covenant.

Romans 14:5-6, "One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks."

Galatians 4:9-11, "But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain."

Colossians 2:16-17, "Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ."

According to Malachi 3, tithing is a way of healing finances.

Exodus 20:8-11 — Comments- The Fourth Commandment (The Sabbath and the New Covenant) - Under the new covenant of the New Testament Church, we also are to bear no burden on the Sabbath because we have entered in a Sabbath rest ( Matthew 11:28-30, Hebrews 4:9-10). This means that we are to cease from our own works in the flesh and to be led by the Spirit of God.

Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Hebrews 4:9-10, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his."



Verses 12-17 

The Last Six Commandments - Jesus teaches that the last six commandments deal with our relationship with our fellow man:

Mark 12:30-32, "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these."

They teach us how to serve the Lord in our relationships with our family and society.

5th Commandment ( Exodus 20:12) - Honour father and mother.

6th Commandment ( Exodus 20:13) - Do not murder.

7th Commandment ( Exodus 20:14) - Do not commit adultery.

8th Commandment ( Exodus 20:15) - Do not steal.

9th Commandment ( Exodus 20:16) - Do not bear false witness.

10th Commandment ( Exodus 20:17) - Do not covet.

Note New Testament references to these last six commandments:

Matthew 5:1 to Matthew 7:29 - The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 19:18-19, "He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

Mark 10:19, "Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother."

Luke 18:20, "Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother."

Romans 13:9-10, "For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law."

Exodus 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
Exodus 20:12 — Word Study on "Honour" - Strong says the Hebrew word "honour" "kabad" ( כָּבֵד) (H 3513) literally means, "to be heavy, be insensible, be dull," and used figuratively it means, "to honour, to glorify."

Exodus 20:12 — Comments- The Fifth Commandment - The fifth commandment teaches us to honour our parents.

The Old Testament Perspective- Honouring our parents brings long life and a life where things go well, that Isaiah , a life of blessings and not curses.

Deuteronomy 5:16, "Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee."

The Law warned the Israelites against striking one's parents or curse them.

Exodus 21:15, "And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death."

Exodus 21:17, "And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death."

Leviticus 20:9, "For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him."

Deuteronomy 27:16, "Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen."

The Law commanded children to fear their parents.

Leviticus 19:3, "Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the LORD your God."

The Law commanded children to respect elders.

Leviticus 19:32, "Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old Prayer of Manasseh , and fear thy God: I am the LORD."

Illustration: In 1 Kings 2:19 King Solomon bows to his mother Bathsheba.

1 Kings 2:19, "Bathsheba therefore went unto king Song of Solomon , to speak unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king"s mother; and she sat on his right hand."

The Law judged those children who were stubborn and rebellious.

Deuteronomy 21:18-20, "If a man have a stubborn and rebellious Song of Solomon , which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard."

Other verses in the Old Testament:

Proverbs 1:8-9, "My Song of Solomon , hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.

Proverbs 15:5, "A fool despiseth his father"s instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent."

Proverbs 20:20, "Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness."

Proverbs 23:22-25
Proverbs 28:24, "Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer."

Proverbs 30:11, "There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother."

Proverbs 30:17, "The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it."

The New Testament Perspective - Note the New Testament perspective of honouring our parents.

Matthew 15:4, "For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death."

Mark 7:9-16
Mark 7:10, "For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:"

Luke 18:20, "Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother."

Romans 1:30, "Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,"

Ephesians 6:1-3
Ephesians 6:2-3, "Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth."

Colossians 3:20, "Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord."

1 Timothy 5:4, "But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God."

2 Timothy 3:1-2, "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,"

Exodus 20:13 Thou shalt not kill.
Exodus 20:13 — Word Study on "kill" - Strong says the Hebrew word ( רָצַח) (H 7523) is a primitive root that means, "to dash in pieces, i.e. kill (a human being), especially to murder."

Exodus 20:13 — Comments- The Sixth Commandment - Exodus 20:13 records the sixth commandment, which teaches us not to kill. Murder here is defined as the intentional, pre-meditated act of taking another human life. It also includes the thoughts of a man"s heart. This commandment is not talking about accidental killings, wartime killings, or capital punishment. These other three types of killing are clearly dealt with in the Mosaic Law. One of the clearest definitions of murder is found in Numbers 35:16-21 and Deuteronomy 19:11-13.

Jesus Himself defined murder as an evil attitude of the heart, an attitude that leads from anger to premeditated murder. This definition excludes the other types of killings. Note:

Matthew 5:21-22, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire."

This commandment is demonstrating the value of human life in the eyes of God.

We know that God has ordained governments to punish evildoers. One of these types of punishment is to kill the evildoer. We see this in the Scriptures. In Romans 13:4, the sword represents this type of judgment upon the evildoers.

Romans 13:4, "For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil."

The Old Testament Perspective- The Law made provision for acts of murder in Numbers 35:9-34. Wrath is the source of anger.

Illustrations of wrath:

1. Genesis 32-33 - Jacob meets Esau.

2. 1 Samuel 25 - Abigail intercedes to David for Nabal. 

3. Moses" problem with anger:

He left Pharaoh"s presence in great anger before the ten plagues ( Exodus 11:8)

He slew an Egyptian

He broke the stone tablets

He struck the rock twice

Wrath in the tongue:

Proverbs 18:21, "Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof."

James 1:19-21, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

A man must rule his own spirit.

Proverbs 25:28, "He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls."

Proverbs 14:17, "He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked devices is hated."

Proverbs 16:32, "He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city."

Ecclesiastes 7:9, "Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools."

Have no fellowship with an angry person.

Proverbs 22:24, "Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go:"

Why?

Proverbs 29:22, "An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression."

Wrath is the source of murder:

Proverbs 27:4, "Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy?"

Wrath is a work of the flesh:

Romans 12:19, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord."

Galatians 5:20, "Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,"

Ephesians 4:31, "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:"

Just as justice was to be carried out under the Old Testament law, so also under the New Testament covenant. God has made a way to bring about justice.

The New Testament Perspective
Matthew 5:21-26, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the Judges , and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing."

Matthew 18:15-20 - Illustration: 1 Corinthians 5:4-6, 2 Corinthians 2:5-8
Matthew 16:19, "And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Luke 6:28-29, "Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also."

Romans 12:19-21, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good."

Proverbs 25:21-22, "If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee."

Exodus 20:14 Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Exodus 20:14 — Word Study on "adultery" - Strong says the Hebrew word for "adultery" ( נָאַף) (H 5003) means, "to commit adultery." He said this word is used figuratively to means, "to apostatize." 

Exodus 20:14 — Comments- The Seventh Commandment - Exodus 20:14 records the seventh commandment. It tells us not to commit adultery. Adultery here can mean any form of unfaithfulness. While aimed at keeping the marriage sacred, it also includes the concept of a pure relationship between single people, toward God, and even the thoughts of a man"s heart.

Matthew 5:27-28, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."

James 4:4, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."

The Old Testament Perspective
The adulterer loves darkness and hides his sin.

Job 24:15, "The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight, saying, No eye shall see me: and disguiseth his face."

Proverbs 6:20-35
The adulteress denies her sin.

Proverbs 30:20, "Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness."

Jeremiah 3:6-11
Jeremiah 5:7, "How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots" houses."

Jeremiah 7:8-15
The New Testament Perspective
Matthew 5:27-30
James 2:11, "For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law."

James 4:4-10
Exodus 20:15 Thou shalt not steal.
Exodus 20:15 — Comments- The Eighth Commandment - Exodus 20:15 gives us the eighth commandment, which tells us not to steal.

Exodus 20:16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
Exodus 20:16 — Comments- The Ninth Commandment - Exodus 20:16 gives us the ninth commandment, which tells us not to bear false witness against our neighbour.

The Old Testament Perspective
Leviticus 19:11, "Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another."

Leviticus 19:16, "Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD."

Deuteronomy 19:15-21
Psalm 15:3, "He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour."

Psalm 101:5, "Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer."

Psalm 101:7, "He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight."

The New Testament Perspective
Evil speaking 

Ephesians 4:31, "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:"

Liars

1 Timothy 1:10, "For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine;"

False accusers

2 Timothy 3:3, "Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,"

Do not speak evil of the brethren

James 4:11, "Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge." 

Illustrations
1. Jezebeel"s false witness for Naboth- 1 Kings 21:1-29 (this story also illustrates covetousness).

1 Kings 21:13, "And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died."

2. Against Jesus.

Matthew 26:59, "Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;"

3. Against Stephen.

Acts 6:11, "Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God."

Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour"s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour"s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour"s.
Exodus 20:17 — Comments- The Tenth Commandment - Exodus 20:17 records the tenth commandment, which tells us not to covet anything that belongs to our neighbour. To covet means to earnestly desire something. It is when a man makes decisions based on earthly, material gain or not based on God's Word.

Ephesians 5:5, "For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous Prayer of Manasseh , who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God."

Colossians 3:5, "Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:"

1 Timothy 6:10-11, "For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness."

Note a New Testament reference to Exodus 20:17 :

Romans 7:7, "What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet."



Verses 18-21 

The People Cry Out in Fear - From the description of thunder and lightening given in Exodus 20:18 it seems that the voice of God speaking to Moses and Aaron was heard as thunder by the people. This scene and its noise overwhelmed the people and they asked Moses to speak to them directly rather than letting God speak in such awesome power and demonstration. 

God answered the prayer of the people when they cried out in fear at Mount Sinai by raising up both Moses and later, Jesus Christ as the prophet who would speak to them in God's behalf. This is explained in Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Acts 3:22.

Deuteronomy 18:15-19, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him."

Acts 3:22, "For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you."



Verses 22-26 

Exodus 20:24 — Scripture References - See:

1 Kings 8:33-34, "When thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this house: Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers."

2 Chronicles 20:9, "If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help."

Exodus 20:25 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it.
Exodus 20:25 — Comments- The carving of the stones of an altar could easily lead to the carving of graven images. Therefore, God commanded that men us raw stones if the altar is dedicated to Him.

Exodus 20:26 Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon.
21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-12 

The Covenant Code - Exodus 21:1 to Exodus 23:12 can be called the "Covenant Code." Sailhamer tells us that the laws listed in the "Covenant Codes" ( Exodus 21:1 to Exodus 23:12) are 42 (7 x 6), which was in intentional multiple of seven. He also notes that there are 611laws listed in the Pentateuch, which equals the numerical value of the Hebrew word "Torah" ( תורה). He notes that "the traditional number of laws in the Pentateuch (613) is obtained by treating both Deuteronomy 6:4 (the "Shema") and Exodus 20:2 ("I am the Lord your God") as ‘laws.'" In addition, there are three hundred seventy-five (375) proverbs in Solomon's First Collection ( Exodus 10:1 to Exodus 22:16), which equals the numerical value of Solomon's Hebrew name. He says there are His point is that such numerical coincidences reflect deliberate composition by the ancient Jewish scribes, and concludes that the laws, as well as the statutes, were not intended to be exhaustive. 87]

87] See John H. Sailhammer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 257.

Exodus 21:10 — Scripture References - Note

Isaiah 4:1, "And in that day seven women shall take hold of one Prayer of Manasseh , saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach."

Exodus 21:11 And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go out free without money.
Exodus 21:12 He that smiteth a Prayer of Manasseh , so that he die, shall be surely put to death.
Exodus 21:12 — Comments- The Mosaic Law considered murder as a capital offence punishable by death. This method of judgment against such a sin is a type and shadow of eternal judgment God will impart unto wicked men.

Exodus 21:13 And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither he shall flee.
Exodus 21:13 — Comments- This is killing a man accidentally.

Exodus 21:14 But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die.
Exodus 21:14 — Illustrations:
Deuteronomy 19:11-12, "But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and rise up against him, and smite him mortally that he die, and fleeth into one of these cities: Then the elders of his city shall send and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die."

1 Kings 2:29-30, "And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD and, behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him. And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the LORD, and said unto him, Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he said, Nay; but I will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me."

Exodus 21:15 And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death.
Exodus 21:16 And he that stealeth a Prayer of Manasseh , and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death.
Exodus 21:17 And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death.
Exodus 21:17 — Scripture References - Note:

Matthew 15:4, "For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death."

Mark 7:10, "For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:"

Exodus 21:18-19 — Comments - The Penalty for Smiting a Prayer of Manasseh - See Luke 10:25-37. The good Samaritan paid the penalty under the Law for those who beat the man. Likewise, Jesus paid our penalty.

Exodus 21:21 — "if he continue a day or two" - Comments- That Isaiah , "If the man live a few days before dying."

Exodus 21:22 If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman"s husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.
Exodus 21:22 — "No mischief follow" - Comments- That Isaiah , the woman is not hurt in any way. Note Exodus 23:25-26.

Exodus 23:25-26, "And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil."

Exodus 21:23 And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life,
Exodus 21:24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
Exodus 21:24 — Comments- The context of this passage is referring to compensation and not to retribution. It is not about getting even with someone, but about how we are to give a righteous compensation to those who are injured and wronged by others. It is to be an act of love and not an act of vengeance. Evidently, the first-century Jews used it to justify retribution ( Matthew 5:38).

Matthew 5:38, "Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:"

Exodus 21:32 — "thirty shekels of silver" - Comments- Scholars suggest that thirty shekels of silver was considered the price of a good, healthy slave (see Adam Clarke 88], Keil 89]).

88] Adam Clarke, Exodus , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Exodus 21:32.

89] C. F. Keil, and F. Delitzsch, Pentateuch, vol 2 , in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, trans. James Martin, in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Exodus 21:32.

Matthew 26:15, "And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver."

Exodus 21:33 — Comments- This pit would most commonly be a well. Short walls around a well were required to prevent a person or animal from falling into the pit.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-31 

Exodus 22:1 — Scripture Reference - Note:

2 Samuel 12:6, "And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity."

Exodus 22:3 — "If the sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt for his bloodshed" - Comments- Exodus 22:3 says that if the thief lives, then the thief will have to repay for his theft; but he is killed the following day, then it becomes murder. (see BBE, NAB, WEB)

BBE, "But if it is after dawn, he will be responsible."

NAB, "[(1) If a thief is caught in the act of housebreaking and beaten to death, there is no bloodguilt involved. (2) But if after sunrise he is thus beaten, there is bloodguilt.] He must make full restitution. If he has nothing, he shall be sold to pay for his theft."

WEB, "If the sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt of bloodshed for him; he shall make restitution. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft."

Exodus 22:20 — Scripture References - Note:

Exodus 32:27, "And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour."

Exodus 22:22-24 — Comments - Penalty for Affliction of Widows and Orphans- If someone afflicts the orphans and widows, their own family will become the orphans and widows. They will become like those whom they oppress.

Exodus 22:28 — Illustrations:
Acts 23:5, "Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people."

2 Peter 2:10, "But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities."

Chapter 23
Exodus 23:1 — Comments- Note Isaiah 53:1, "Who hath believed our report". God's report is the only correct report. Man's report is a lie ( Romans 3:4).

Romans 3:4, "God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged."

Exodus 23:4-5 — Scripture References - Note:

Matthew 5:44, "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;"

Exodus 23:10-11 — Comments- The Sabbath Year- Comments- See Leviticus 25:1-55 for a full account of the Sabbath year.

Exodus 23:12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.
23 Chapter 23 

Verses 13-33 

Exodus 23:15 — "the feast of unleavened bread" - Comments- See Exodus 12:1-11; Exodus 12:14-20 for a full account of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Exodus 23:16 — "And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field" - Comments- The Feast of the Harvest is also called the Feast of Weeks ( Numbers 28:26-31). It is also called the Day of Pentecost. This feast was held in the third month (May-June), which was fifty days after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, or the Passover. This Feast of Harvest was to commemorate the early harvest.

Numbers 28:26, "Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work:"

Acts 2:1, "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place."

Exodus 23:16 — "and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field" - Comments- The Feast of Ingathering was also known as the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths). It was an autumn feast held in the months of September thru October to celebrate the completed harvest. It also commemorated the wandering of the children of Israel in the wilderness for forty years, living in tents. The Jews would build themselves temporary booths in honour of Israel"s life in the wilderness.

A similar feast took place as a part of the African tradition until recently. When the rainy season came to an end, and the crops ripened, the drums beat to gather the people for a feast of the food that has been gathered during that growing season. Note this quote in Joseph E. Church"s book Quest for the Highest:

"This was harvest time in Ruanda, the beginning of the long dry season, and it was quite normal for the hundreds of homesteads around Lake Mohasi to meet and rejoice in a heathen way to the beat of the drums and clapping of hands. But this time it was to sing praises to the Giver of all life whom they had learned to love. Almost all the European tunes for hymns were more or less syncopated at this time when there was great joy and fervour in singing." 90]

90] Joseph E. Church, Quest for the Highest (Exeter, UK: The Paternoster Press, 1981), 131.

Exodus 23:19 — "The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy God" - Comments- Anyone who has farmed knows that the best of the crops usually ripens first. The later crops are not up to the quality as the firstfruits. It was an act of faith to give up the best to the Lord, and believe that the Lord would bless the harvest of the remaining crops.

Exodus 23:19 — "Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother"s milk" - Comments- Note the exact same verse:

Exodus 34:26, "The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother"s milk."

Deuteronomy 14:21, "Ye shall not eat of any thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother"s milk."

Exodus 23:20 — Comments- This angel not only took the children through the wilderness and through the conquest, but he makes numerous appearances in the book of Joshua and Judges years after the conquest.

Judges 2:1, "And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you."

Judges 6:11, "And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites."

Judges 13:3, "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son."

Scripture References- See:

Exodus 14:19, "And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:"

Exodus 23:23, "For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off."

Exodus 32:34, "Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them."

Exodus 33:2, "And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:"

Exodus 23:27 — Scripture References- Note:

Joshua 2:9, "And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you."

Exodus 23:28 And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee.
Exodus 23:28 — Scripture References- Note:

Deuteronomy 7:20, "Moreover the LORD thy God will send the hornet among them, until they that are left, and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed."

Joshua 24:12, "And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow."

Exodus 23:32 — Comments- Joshua disobeyed the commandment in Exodus 23:32 when he made a covenant with the Gibeonites.

Joshua 9:15, "And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them."

Exodus 23:33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee.
Exodus 23:33 — Scripture References- Note:

Psalm 106:34-36, "They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them: But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them."

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-8 

Exodus 24:1 — "Nadab, and Abihu" - Comments- Nadab and Abihu were Aaron"s two sons.

Exodus 24:1 — "and seventy of the elders of Israel" - Comments- The number "seventy" occurs a number of times in Scriptures within the context of God laying beginning a new work and laying a foundation. For example, God called seventy nations at the tower of Babel to serve as the foundation for the nations of the earth ( Genesis 10:1-32). God called seventy souls to found the nation of Israel ( Exodus 1:1-7). We know that Moses called seventy elders to establish the laws of the nation of Israel ( Exodus 24:1, Numbers 11:24-25). Jesus trained seventy disciples to carry the Gospel to the world ( Luke 10:1; Luke 10:17).

Exodus 24:7 — "the Book of the Covenant" - Comments- The phrase "book of the covenant probably refers to Moses initial writings ( Exodus 20:1 to Exodus 23:33). However, it was probably expanded into the "book of the law" ( Deuteronomy 31:26).

Exodus 24:8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.
Exodus 24:8 — Comments - Moses took half of the blood and sprinkled it on the altar ( Exodus 24:6), and half the blood he sprinkled on the people. Thus, the people were united in one blood covenant with the Lord.

The words Moses used in instituting the old covenant are reminiscent of the words Jesus used when He instituted the new covenant ( Matthew 26:28).

Matthew 26:28, "For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins."

Scripture References- Note:

Hebrews 9:19-20, "For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you."



Verse 9 

Exodus 24:9 to Exodus 31:18 — Instructions to Build Tabernacle (Ceremonial Law) - In Exodus 24:9 to Exodus 31:18 God instructs Moses on the details of the building of the Tabernacle. In the description of the building of the articles, the Lord begins with those of the inner sanctuary, the ark of the covenant and mercy seat, then the altar of incense, followed by the table of showbread and the candlestick. Thus, the construction of these articles are arranged in a logical order, from the innermost sanctuary to the outermost. Perhaps one reason for this order is the fact that the order of the erection of the Tabernacle begins with the innermost articles and expands outward to the hangings of the outer court, as described in Exodus 40:1-33. Thus, the order of the construction of the Tabernacle follows the order of its erection.



Verses 9-18 

Exodus 24:11 — "he laid not his hand" - Comments- That Isaiah , God did not kill them. They saw God and lived.

Exodus 19:21, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through unto the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish."

Exodus 24:11 — "eat and drink" - Comments- The act of eating and drinking was a common practice in cutting covenants. It is a part of the institution of the Lord"s Supper in the New Testament.

Exodus 24:12 — "which I have written" - Scripture References- Note:

Psalm 119:89, "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

Exodus 24:16 — Comments- Six days of silence must have required patience.

Exodus 24:18 — Comments- The Scriptures record a number of forty-day fastings: (1) Moses [ Exodus 34:28, Deuteronomy 9:18]; (2) Elijah [In 1 Kings 19:8 he ate cake from the angel of the Lord and went in its strength 40 days and nights]; 3] Jesus [ Matthew 4:2, Mark 1:13, Luke 4:2]. In all instances they fasted in the wilderness. Moses and Elijah were on Mount Sinai. Jesus may have travelled there as well. Moses neither ate nor drank for forty days and nights ( Deuteronomy 9:9).

Deuteronomy 9:9, "When I was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant which the LORD made with you, then I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights, I neither did eat bread nor drink water."

It is possible that Moses either visited Heaven during two forty-day periods on the mount ( Exodus 9:9; Exodus 34:28), or at least had a vision of Heaven. The Scriptures tell us that the Lord commanded Moses to build the Tabernacle after the heavenly pattern that he had seen ( Exodus 25:40, Hebrews 8:5.

Exodus 34:28, "And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments."

Exodus 25:40, "And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount."

Hebrews 8:5, "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith Hebrews , that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount."

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-9 

The Offerings for the Sanctuary - Exodus 25:1-9 records God's instructions to the children of Israel regarding the collection of the offering in order to gather the material for the construction of the Tabernacle. 

Exodus 25:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Exodus 25:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.
Exodus 25:2 — "willing with his heart" - Comments- God loves a cheerful giver and he wants us to give our best ( 2 Corinthians 9:7). God did not force them to give, because the reward comes from giving with a willing heart. God could have commanded everyone to give a certain portion for the building of the Tabernacle, but God wanted a cheerful giver. God wanted them to give their best, not leftovers, but the most valuable possessions they had.

2 Corinthians 9:7, "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver."

Exodus 25:1-2 — Comments - The Principle of Giving and Receiving- God took the children of Israel out of bondage with silver and gold; for they had spoiled the Egyptians ( Exodus 12:35-36). A few months later, God asks them to give of a willing heart for the building of the Tabernacle. God blessed the children of Israel in order that they might also learn to give willingly and abundantly. This is an excellent example of the divine principles described by Paul the apostle in 2 Corinthians 9:10.

Exodus 12:35-36, "And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

2 Corinthians 9:10, "Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)"

Exodus 25:5 — "and badgers' skins" - Comments- The badger's skin was an expensive item to use. It was associated with beauty and wealth ( Ezekiel 16:10-14).

Ezekiel 16:10-14, "I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers" skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD."

Exodus 25:5 — "shittim wood" - Comments- Many of the articles of the Tabernacle were made of acacia wood, also called shittim wood ( שִׁטָּה) (H 7848). The acacia tree was a thorny tree that grew in deserts of the Middle East. It was a perfect wood for such construction, growing up to twenty feet tall and having a trunk up to two feet in thickness. It has a close grain, which prohibits insect attack."



Verses 1-18 

Instructions Concerning the Building of the Tabernacle- In Exodus 25:1 to Exodus 31:18 the Lord gives Moses instructions concerning the building of the Tabernacle and its articles, as well as the priestly garments. According to Hebrews 8:5, the Lord showed to Moses this pattern visually, probably while he was on the Mount, for God told Moses to make everything according to the pattern that He showed Moses on the mount. The Lord revealed it to him audibly as recorded in this section of the book of Exodus.

Hebrews 8:5, "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith Hebrews , that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.'

It is important to note that God gave Moses general instructions on the building of this Tabernacle and of the making of the priestly garments. But God left it up to the creativity of the craftsmen, being inspired under their anointing, to design the details of each item they made. In the same way, God will give us instructions for our lives, but He often allows us to make the decisions about many of the details as we are inspired by the Holy Spirit each day.

Here is a proposed outline of Exodus 25:1 to Exodus 31:18 :

	The Offerings for the Sanctuary
	Exodus 25:1-9

	The Furniture of the Tabernacle
	Exodus 25:10-40

	The Ark of the Covenant, Mercy Seat & Cherubim
	Exodus 25:10-22

	The Table of Shewbread & its Accessories
	Exodus 25:23-30

	The Candlestick
	Exodus 25:31-39

	Concluding Statement
	Exodus 25:40
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Verses 10-40 

The Furniture of the Tabernacle- The specifications for the building of the Tabernacle begin with its most important articles, which are those contained within the inner sanctuary: the Ark of the Covenant, the mercy seat and the Cherubim, the table of shewbread and the candlestick.

The Ark of the Covenant, Mercy Seat & Cherubim — Exodus 25:10-22
The Table of Shewbread and its Accessories — Exodus 25:23-30
The Candlestick — Exodus 25:31-39
Concluding Statement — Exodus 25:40
Exodus 25:10-22 — The Ark of the Covenant, Mercy Seat and the Cherubim - Exodus 25:10-22 gives a description of the building of the ark of the covenant with the mercy seat and the cherubim that are to be placed on top. While the Holy Place was lit by the candlestick, the Holy of Holies had no source of light but the glory of God above the mercy seat.

Exodus 25:10 And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof.
Exodus 25:10 — Word Study on "cubit" - Webster says a cubit is about 18 to 22inches. Originally, it was the length of a man"s arm from the elbow to the end of the middle finger. Holladay says a cubit is about 50 cm. (3048 cm = 1ft) which is about 1ft, 7 ½ inches.

Exodus 25:11 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about.
Exodus 25:11 — Word Study on "crown" - Strong says the Hebrew word "crown" ( זֵר) (H 2213) is "a chaplet, i.e. (specifically) a border moulding." Holladay says it is "a moulding of gold." Webster says a chaplet is "a small molding, carved into beads, pearls, olives, etc."

Exodus 25:14 — Word Study on "staves" - Strong says the Hebrew word "staves" ( בַּר) (H 905) is a "bar for carrying."

Exodus 25:17 — Word Study on "mercy seat" - Strong says the Hebrew word "mercy seat" ( כַּפּׂרֶת) (H 3727) is a lid (used only for the covering of the sacred Ark). Holladay says it is "the gold covering-slab of the ark used as a base for the two cherubim."

Exodus 25:18 And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy seat.
Exodus 25:18 — Comments - One must wonder how Moses and the Jews knew the shape of these heavenly cherubims ( כְּרוּב) (H 3742). Perhaps Moses had seen them when God reveals to him the pattern of the heavenly tabernacle ( Exodus 25:9; Exodus 25:40, Acts 7:44, Hebrews 8:5).

Exodus 25:9, "According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it."

Exodus 25:40, "And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount."

Acts 7:44, "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen."

Hebrews 8:5, "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith Hebrews , that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount."

The Hebrew word כְּרוּב is first used in the Old Testament in Genesis 3:24. Its second use is found in Exodus 25:18.

Genesis 3:24, "So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life."

Exodus 25:19 And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof.
Exodus 25:19 — Scripture References- Note:

John 20:12, "And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain."

Exodus 25:20 And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be.
Exodus 25:21 And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee.
Exodus 25:22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.
Exodus 25:23-30 — The Table of Shewbread and Its Accessories - Exodus 25:23-30 gives a description of the building of the table of shewbread and its accessories.

Exodus 25:25 — Word Study on "border" - Strong says the Hebrew word "border" ( מִסְגֶּרֶת) (H 4526) means, "a margin." Holladay says it means, "a rim (of a table or base)."

Exodus 25:26 And thou shalt make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings in the four corners that are on the four feet thereof.
Exodus 25:29 — Word Study on "spoons"- Holladay says the Hebrew word "spoons" ( כַּף) (H 3709) means, "a metal basin." He says this same word is used for the "palm (the hollow, outspread hand)," the whole hand, or the sole (of the foot)."

Exodus 25:29 — Word Study on "covers" - Holladay says the Hebrew word "covers" ( קָשָׂה) or ( קַשְׂוָה) (H 7184) means, "jars." Note:

Numbers 4:7, "And upon the table of shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual bread shall be thereon."

Exodus 25:30 And thou shalt set upon the table shewbread before me alway.
Exodus 25:31-39 — The Candlestick - Exodus 25:31-39 gives a description of the building of the candlestick.

Exodus 25:31 And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same.
Exodus 25:31 — Word Study on "candlestick" - Strong says the Hebrew word "candlestick" ( מְנוֹרָה) (H 4501) means, "a chandelier, candlestick." Holladay says it means, "a lampstand (not candlestick."

Exodus 25:31 — Word Study on "knop" - Strong says the Hebrew word "knop" ( כַּפְתּׂר) (H 3730) means, "a wreath-like button or disk on the candelabrum (a large, branched candlestick)." Holladay says it means, "a knob of a lampstand (shaped like the knobby fruit of a tree). Webster says a knob is "A knoblike ornament or handle." The NIV reads, "buds." The RSV reads, "capital," which is the top part of a column.

Exodus 25:32 And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the candlestick out of the other side:
Exodus 25:33 Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in one branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the candlestick.
Exodus 25:33 — Word Study on "almonds" - Strong says the Hebrew word "almonds" ( שָׁקַר) (H 8246) means, "the almond tree or nut." Holladay says it means, "the almond-tree, plural- almonds." The ASV, NIV read, "almond blossom or flower." The KJV, RSV reads, "almond."

Exodus 25:33 — Scripture References- Note:

Numbers 17:9, "And Moses brought out all the rods from before the LORD unto all the children of Israel: and they looked, and took every man his rod."

Exodus 25:34 And in the candlestick shall be four bowls made like unto almonds, with their knops and their flowers.
Exodus 25:35 And there shall be a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, according to the six branches that proceed out of the candlestick.
Exodus 25:36 Their knops and their branches shall be of the same: all it shall be one beaten work of pure gold.
Exodus 25:37 And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against it.
Exodus 25:37 — Word Study on "lamps" - Strong says the Hebrew word "lamps" ( נִיר) (H 5216) means, "a lamp, i.e, the burner, or light." Holladay says it means, "a light, lamp."

Exodus 25:37 — "over against it" - The NIV, and RSV read, "in front of it."

Exodus 25:38 And the tongs thereof, and the snuffdishes thereof, shall be of pure gold.
Exodus 25:38 — Word Study on "tongs" - Strong says the Hebrew word "tongs" ( מֶלְקָח) (H 4457) means, "tweezers, tongs, snuffers." Holladay says it means, "snuffers to cut wick." The RSV reads, "snuffer." The NIV reads, "wick trimmer." Webster says a snuffer is "a device with a cone on the end of a handle, for extinguishing a burning candle." Note:

Numbers 4:9, "And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it."

Exodus 25:38 — Word Study on "snuff dishes" - Strong says the Hebrew word "snuff dishes" ( מַחְתָּה) (H 4289) means, "a pan for live coals, container with incense burnt, censer, fire pan, snuff dish." Holladay says it means, "a small pan as an accessory of lamp stand." The NIV, and RSV read, "trays."

Exodus 25:39 Of a talent of pure gold shall he make it, with all these vessels.
Exodus 25:40 — Concluding Statement - Exodus 25:40 serves as a conclusion to the description of the building of the articles of the Tabernacle described in Exodus 25:10-39 

Exodus 25:40 And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount.
Exodus 25:40 — Comments- The Lord also showed David the pattern of the Temple:

1 Chronicles 28:11-13, "Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of the houses thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of the inner parlours thereof, and of the place of the mercy seat, And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, and of all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated things: Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the service of the house of the LORD, and for all the vessels of service in the house of the LORD."

1 Chronicles 28:19, "All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern."

2 Chronicles 3:1, "Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite."

Scripture References- Note:

Acts 7:44, "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen."

Hebrews 8:5, "Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith Hebrews , that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount."

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-37 

Exodus 26:1-37 — The Building to House the Articles of the Tabernacle - Exodus 26:1-37 gives a description of the construction of the building which is to house the articles of the Tabernacle.

Exodus 26:17 — Word Study on "tenon" - Hebrew ( יָר) (H 3027). Webster says a tenon is "a projecting part cut on the end of a piece of wood for insertion into a corresponding hole." The NIV reads, "a projection." The RSV reads, "a tenon."

Exodus 26:19 — Word Study on "sockets" - Strong says the Hebrew word "sockets" ( אֶדֶן) (H 134) means, "a base of a building or column etc, foundation, socket." Holladay says it means, "socket pedestal (bottom support a column)."

Exodus 26:24 — Word Study on "coupled together beneath" - Strong says the Hebrew word "coupled together beneath" ( תָּאַם) (H 8382) means, "duplicate or jointed."

Exodus 26:24 — Word Study on "coupled together above" - Strong says the Hebrew word "coupled together above" ( תָּם) (H 8535) means, "coupled together."

Exodus 26:26 — Word Study on "bars" - Strong says the Hebrew word "bars" ( בְּרִיח) (H 1280) means, "a bolt, Baruch , fugitive." Holladay says it means, "a cross piece joining wooden frames."

Exodus 26:32 — Word Study on "hooks" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hooks" ( וָו) (H 2053) means, "a hook." Holladay says it means, "a nail from which the curtains hang in the tent of meeting."

Exodus 26:33 — Word Study on "taches" - Holladay says the Hebrew word "taches" ( קֶרֶס) (H 7165) means, "hook." The NIV and RSV read, "clasps."

Exodus 26:33 — Comments- Juanita Bynum said that the Lord told her the reason the vail was hung to cover the holy of holies is that if it had been made visible to them the children of Israel would have begun to worship the beauty of the mercy seat and the ark rather than the Lord Himself. 91]

91] Juanita Bynum, Weapons of Power, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-8 

The Altar of Burnt Offering - Exodus 27:1-8 gives a description of the building of the altar of burnt offering.

Exodus 27:2 — Word Study on "horns" - Strong says the Hebrew word "horns" ( קֶרֶן) (H 7161) means, "a horn, as projecting." Holladay says it means, "a horn as a protrusion at corners." Note:

Psalm 118:27, "God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar."

Exodus 27:4 — Word Study on "grate" - Strong says the Hebrew word "grate" ( מַכבֵּר) (H 4345) means, "a grate." Holladay says it means, "something twisted or interlaced." Webster says a grate is "a frame of metal bars for holding fuel in a fireplace, stove, or furnace."

Exodus 27:4 — Word Study on "network" - Strong says the Hebrew word "network" ( רֶשׁת) (H 7568) means, "a net (as catching animals), network." Holladay says it means, "a net (as catching animals), network."

Exodus 27:4 — Word Study on "net" - Hebrew ( רֶשׁת) (H 7568).

Exodus 27:5 — Word Study on "compass" - Strong says the Hebrew word "compass" ( כַּרְכּׁב) or ( בכרכ) (H 3749) means, "a rim or top margin compass." Holladay says it means, "edge or rim (of altar)." The RSV and NIV read, "a ledge."



Verses 9-19 

The Court of the Tabernacle - Exodus 27:9-19 gives a description of the construction of the court of the Tabernacle.

Exodus 27:10 — Word Study on "fillets" - Strong says the Hebrew word "fillets" ( חָשֻׁק) or ( חָשׁוּק) (H 2838) means, "a rod or fenced rail connecting posts or pillars." Holladay says it means, "bands on the pillars of the Tabernacle." The NIV reads, "bands." The RSV reads, "fillets." 

Webster says the word "fillet" means, "a. A flat square moulding separating other mouldings. b. A narrow band between two flutings (grooves in a column)." Webster says the word "band" (in architecture) means, "a thin layer of moulding."

Exodus 27:17 — Word Study on "filleted" - Holladay says the Hebrew word "filleted" ( חָשַׁק) (H 2836) means, "to bind."



Verse 20-21 

The Care of the Lampstand - Exodus 27:20-21 gives instructions on the care of the lampstand.

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-4 

An Introductory Description of the Garments of the Priesthood - Exodus 28:1-4 serves as an introductory description of the garments of the priesthood. 



Verses 1-43 

Exodus 28:1-43 — The Garments for the Priesthood - Exodus 28:1-43 gives a description of the making of the garments for the priesthood. 
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	Conclusion




Verses 5-14 

The Ephod - Exodus 28:5-14 describes the making of the ephod as a piece of the priestly garment.

Exodus 28:6 — Word Study on "ephod" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ephod" ( אֵפוּד) (H 646) means, "a girdle, specifically, the ephod or high priest's shoulder piece." Holladay says it means, "a metallic sacral robe, like a culrass (a piece protecting breast and back)."



Verses 15-30 

The Breastplate of Judgment - Exodus 28:15-30 describes the making of the breastplate of judgment as a piece of the priestly garment.

Exodus 28:15 And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it.
Exodus 28:16 Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth thereof.
Exodus 28:17-20 — The Precious Stones of the Breastplate- We see a similar covering with precious stones described in the book of Ezekiel when discussing Lucifier's apparel in Heaven.

Ezekiel 28:13, "Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created."

Exodus 28:30 — Word Study on "the Urim and Thummim" - The Hebrew word "urim" (H 224) literally means "lights," or "revelation." The Hebrew word "thummim" (H 8550) literally means "perfection," or "truth." 

Exodus 28:30 — Comments- The Urim and Thummim were stones kept in a pouch on the high-priest's breastplate, used in determining God"s decision in certain questions and issues. Adam Clarke cites the Latin poet Ovid, who writes of just such a casting of stones. In the ancient custom of casting lots, two stones of black and white were used in casting a vote. The white stone was a symbol of good fortune or of innocence while the black stone symbolized bad luck or guilt. 

"It was the custom in ancient times to use white and black pebbles, the black for condemning prisoners, and the white for freeing them from the charge. At this time also the fatal vote was taken in this way; and every pebble that was dropped into the pitiless urn was black! But when the urn was turned and the pebbles poured out for counting, the colour of them all was changed from black to white; and Song of Solomon , by the will of Hercules, the vote was made favourable, and Alemon"s son was freed." (Metamorphoses 1541) 92]

92] Ovid, Metamorphoses, vol 2, trans. Frank J. Miller, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann Ltd, 1958), 367-368. See Adam Clarke, Revelation , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Revelation 2:17.

Listed are all uses of the Urim and Thummim in the Holy Bible:

Exodus 28:30, "And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron"s heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually."

Leviticus 8:8, "And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the

breastplate the Urim and the Thummim."

Numbers 27:21, "And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both Hebrews , and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation."

Deuteronomy 33:8, "And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah;"

1 Samuel 28:6, "And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets."

Ezra 2:63, "And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim."

Nehemiah 7:65, "And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim."



Verses 31-42 

The Robe, Mitre, Girdle and Linen Breeches - Exodus 28:31-35 describes the making of the robe of the ephod, the mitre or headpiece, the girdle and the linen breeches as a piece of the priestly garment.

Exodus 28:33-35 — The Helm of the Robe ( Exodus 39:24-26) - Windell Parr suggests that the pomegranates were placed between the bells so that each bell would have its own distinct sound. If two bells clanged together, their sounds would conflict with each other so that neither bell would sound clearly. He suggests that the pomegranates symbolize the fruit of the Holy Spirit while the bells symbolize the gifts of the Spirit. 93]

93] Windell Parr, "Sermon," Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas.

Exodus 28:33 — Word Study on "pomegranates" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rimmown" ( רִמֹּון) (H 7416) means, "a pomegranate," either as a tree or as a fruit, and as pomegranate shaped ornaments in Temple. He says this word is derived from the primitive root ( רָמַם) "ramam" (H 7426), which means, "to be exalted, be lifted up." Enhanced Strong says it is used 32times in the Old Testament, being translated "pomegranate 31, pomegranate tree 1." 

Comments- Webster says that the pomegranate refers to the fruit of the tree Punica Granatum; as well as the tree itself, which is native in the Orient, but is successfully cultivated in many warm countries, and as a house plant in colder climates."

Exodus 28:36-38 — The Nameplate of the Mitre - Exodus 28:36-38 describes the golden nameplate that is to be fastened to the front of the mitre, or turban, which is the headpiece of the priestly garment.



Verse 43 

Concluding Statement - Exodus 28:43 serves as a concluding remark about all of the pieces of the priestly garment.

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-35 

The Consecration of Aaron and His Sons - Exodus 29:1-35 describes the lengthy consecration that Aaron and his sons were to partake of in order to prepare them for the service of the priesthood.

Exodus 29:4 — "wash them with water" - Comments- This act of washing foreshadowed the New Testament act of water baptism. The total washing only took place once. Later, the priest only had to wash his hands and feet ( Exodus 30:20-21).

Exodus 30:20-21, "When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD: So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations."

Exodus 29:12 — "pour all the blood beside the bottom of the altar" - Comments- Why would the blood be poured beside the altar? Note:

Leviticus 17:11-14, "For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood. And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust. For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off."

Deuteronomy 12:16, "Only ye shall not eat the blood; ye shall pour it upon the earth as water."

Ezekiel 24:7-8, "For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance; I have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be covered."

Exodus 29:27 — "the heave offering" - Comments- The first mention of the heave offering is found in Exodus 29:27. The word "heave" means to lift with great effort. It refers to the fact that this offering is lifted, or heaved, from the altar, and is waved before the Lord. It is the shoulder of the ram that is lifted up and waved in the heave offering.

Leviticus 7:34, "For the wave breast and the heave shoulder have I taken of the children of Israel from off the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them unto Aaron the priest and unto his sons by a statute for ever from among the children of Israel."



Verses 36-46 

The Consecration and Service of the Altar of Burnt Offering - Exodus 29:36-46 describes the consecration and service of the altar of burnt offering.

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-10 

The Altar of Incense - Exodus 30:1-10 describes the building of the altar of incense. There are a number of Scriptures that teach us that the incense offered on this altar represents the prayers of God's people ( Psalm 141:2, Revelation 5:8; Revelation 8:3-4).

Psalm 141:2, "Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice."

Revelation 5:8, "And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints."

Revelation 8:3-4, "And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel"s hand."

In addition, a number of New Testament Scriptures allude to this sweet-smelling sacrifice as man's prayers and offerings unto the Lord ( Luke 1:10, 2 Corinthians 2:15, Philippians 4:18).

Luke 1:10, "And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense."

2 Corinthians 2:15, "For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:"

Philippians 4:18, "But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God."

In contrast, the concept of falling out of favour with someone is metaphorically described as "stinking" ( Genesis 34:30).

Genesis 34:30, "And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house."

The practice of offering incense was widespread in the ancient world, being testified in extra-biblical literature. In Daniel 2:46 the king commanded that incense be offered to Daniel for interpreting his dream.

Daniel 2:46, "Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel , and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him."

Exodus 30:1 And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou make it.
Exodus 30:2 A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the height thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the same.
Exodus 30:2 — Comments -the horns on the altar of incense were smeared with the blood of the burnt sacrifice for the sin offering ( Leviticus 4:7; Leviticus 4:18) and on the day of atonement to ceremonially sanctify the altar each year ( Leviticus 16:18).

Leviticus 4:7, "And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation."

Leviticus 4:18, And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which is before the LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all the blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation."

Leviticus 16:18, "And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the LORD, and make an atonement for it; and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about."

The horns of the brazen altar had several functions. Its horns were smeared with blood during the ceremony of sanctifying the priests ( Exodus 29:12). In addition, these horns were used to tie down the live sacrifice ( Psalm 118:27).

Exodus 29:12, "And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and put it upon the horns of the altar with thy finger, and pour all the blood beside the bottom of the altar."

Psalm 118:27, "God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar."

Exodus 30:3 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold round about.
Exodus 30:4 And two golden rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thou make it; and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal.
Exodus 30:4 — Comments - While the burnt altar ( Exodus 27:4), the table of showbread ( Exodus 25:26), and the ark of the covenant ( Exodus 25:12), the altar of incense had only two rings through which to insert the poles.

Exodus 30:5 And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold.
Exodus 30:6 And thou shalt put it before the vail that is by the ark of the testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I will meet with thee.
Exodus 30:6 — Comments - The altar of incense was the only article of the Tabernacle that shared a position, or association, with both sanctuaries, both the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. It is prayer that brings earthly man into the presence of Heaven and to the throne of God. In fact, the author of Hebrews places the altar of incense in the Holy of Holies ( Hebrews 9:3-4), perhaps because the veil had been torn at the time of Christ's death on Calvary, so the altar of incense now stood beside the mercy seat.

Hebrews 9:3-4, "And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron"s rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;"

Exodus 30:7 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it.
Exodus 30:8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations.
Exodus 30:7-8 — Comments - While the ill smell of the burnt sacrifice still lingered in the air, the priest made his way into the Tabernacle to offer a sweet aroma before the mercy seat.

Exodus 30:9 Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon.
Exodus 30:9 — Comments- It is interesting to note that the only warning passage in the description of the articles of the Tabernacle ( Exodus 25-30) is made in Exodus 30:9 regarding the procedures for making an offering on the altar of incense, in which God warns the priests not to offer strange incense, or any burnt offerings, meat offerings or drink offerings upon this altar. The Scriptures record two incidences in which an offense was made upon the altar of incense, which immediately invoked divine judgment. 

(1) Nadab and Abihu- Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, committed an offense before the Lord regarding this offering, and were consumed by fire from the Holy of Holies ( Leviticus 10:1-2).

Leviticus 10:1-2, "And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD."

(2) King Uzziah - When the heart of King Uzziah was lifted up with pride, he attempted to make an offering upon the altar of incense and was struck with leprosy ( 2 Chronicles 26:16-21).

Exodus 30:10 And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the horns of it once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonements: once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it is most holy unto the LORD.


Verses 11-16 

The Ransom Money - Exodus 30:11-16 describes the requirement of ransom, or atonement, money for each Israelite as a means of financing the service of the Tabernacle. Everyone gave a ransom that was older than twenty years old. The price for each person was equal, regardless of whether they were rich or poor. This shows that everyone was equally a sinner. It is interesting that at the age of twenty-one, the Lord dealt with both my older brother and myself about our sins. It was as if it was time to become accountable for our lives. We had become responsible adults in God"s eyes. Here in this passage, it was at this age that a person has to account for his sins, symbolized in the ransom money.

Exodus 30:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Exodus 30:12 When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou numberest them.
Exodus 30:12 — Comments- Jesus has redeemed us from the curse of the law through his shed blood. He paid the ransom with His blood, rather than with silver or gold ( 1 Peter 1:18-19), so that there would be no "plague," or judgment upon mankind. King David failed to offer a ransom for the people before counting them ( 2 Samuel 24:1).

1 Peter 1:18-19, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot."

2 Samuel 24:1, "And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah."

Exodus 30:13 This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD.
Exodus 30:14 Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD. 
Exodus 30:15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.
Exodus 30:15 — Comments- Since God is not a respecter of persons, He made a way for everyone to give according to their ability.

Exodus 30:16 And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.


Verses 17-21 

The Bronze Laver - Exodus 30:17-21 describes the building of the bronze laver.

The purpose of this bronze laver was for the priests to wash their hands and feet only on a daily basis prior to ministering at the bronze altar or within the Tabernacle. The Lord had commanded the priests to wash their entire bodies before the door of the Tabernacle as part of a larger one-time ceremony to sanctify an individual for the priesthood ( Exodus 29:1-4). Now, these same priests who have gone through a full washing and consecrated themselves for this office are required to daily cleanse themselves by only washing their hands and feet ( Exodus 30:19).

Exodus 29:1, "And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to minister unto me in the priest"s office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish,"

Exodus 29:4, "And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shalt wash them with water."

During the Last Supper, after the meal Jesus girds Himself with a towel and begins to wash the feet of His disciples, to which Peter objected. Jesus replied that they need not wash their entire bodies, but their hands and feet only ( John 13:1-10). Thus, we can interpret the full-body washing of the priests as a type and figure of an individual's initial salvation experience in which all of his sins are cleansed by the blood of Jesus. The washing of hands and feet only are a type and figure of a believer's need for daily cleansing after his salvation experience, a distinction that is clearly made in Hebrews 10:22, "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water." Our bodies are "washed with pure water" at the time of our salvation, and our hearts are sprinkled from an evil conscience by the blood of Jesus, reflecting man's daily cleansing through the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ. Peter makes this same distinction, saying, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied." ( 1 Peter 1:2) Our obedience to Christ through faith in Him reflects man's initial salvation, and the sprinkling of His blood reflects our daily cleansing. Thus, the priests who served in the Tabernacle had their entire bodies ceremonially washed to consecrate them for divine service' but they were required to daily cleanse their hands and feet at the brazen laver before entering the Tabernacle. Thus, the bronze laver symbolizes a believer's relationship to Christ as his Great High Priest, who offers daily cleansing so that he can perform the divine service to which every believer has been called.

The bronze laver was made from the mirrors that the women brought out of Egypt. Therefore, the priests would have been able to see their reflection when washing themselves in the laver. 

Exodus 38:8, "And he made the laver of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of the lookingglasses of the women assembling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation."

Exodus 30:17 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Exodus 30:18 Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein.
Exodus 30:18 — Word Study on "laver" - Webster says a "laver" is "a large basin to wash. A basin is a round, wide, shallow container." Note John 13:10, "Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all."

Exodus 30:18 — Comments- Unlike the other articles and dimensions of the Tabernacle and its courtyard, the Lord gave Moses no measurements on the building of the brass laver. As with various aspects of particular details during the construction of the Temple, the Lord anointed the craftsmen and allowed them to participate in its design. 

Exodus 30:19 For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat:
Exodus 30:20 When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:
Exodus 30:21 So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations.
Exodus 30:21 — Comments- Earlier, in Exodus 29:4, the priests had to wash their entire body. The total washing only took place once. Later, the priests only had to wash their hands and feet. This act symbolized initial salvation and water baptism experience and later the daily cleansing of our sins as believers.

Exodus 29:4, "And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shalt wash them with water."

John 13:6-10, "Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all."



Verses 22-33 

The Holy Anointing Oil - Exodus 30:22-33 describes how to make the holy anointing oil.

Josephus makes a reference to the holy anointing oil:

"Moses now purified the tabernacle and the priests; which purification was performed after the following manner:—He commanded them to take five hundred shekels of choice myrrh, an equal quantity of cassia, and half the foregoing weight of cinnamon and calamus (this last is a sort of sweet spice); to beat them small, and wet them with an hin of oil of olives (an hin is our own country measure, and contains two Athenian choas, or congiuses); then mix them together, and boil them, and prepare them after the art of the apothecary, and make them into a very sweet ointment; and afterward to take it to anoint and to purify the priests themselves, and all the tabernacle, as also the sacrifices." (Josephus, Antiquities 383) 94]

94] Flavius Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, in The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, trans. William Whiston (Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishers, 1996, c 1987), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 92.

Exodus 30:22 Moreover the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Exodus 30:23 Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels,
Exodus 30:24 And of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an hin:


Verse 23-24 

The Ingredients of the Anointing Oil- Five ingredients were combined together into the holy oil, they made a pleasant fragrance. The ingredients were:

2parts myrrh

1part cinnamon

1part calamus

2parts cassia

3parts olive oil

Word Study on "myrrh" - The Hebrew word "mor" ( מֹר) (H 4753) is used twelve times in the Old Testament. The ISBE says myrrh is most likely "a stunted tree growing in Arabia, having a light-gray bark; the gum resin exudes in small tear-like drops which dry to a rich brown or reddish-yellow, brittle substance, with a faint though agreeable smell and a warm, bitter taste." 95] Vine says, "The taste is bitter, and the substance astringent, acting as an antiseptic and a stimulant." It is probably this ingredient that causes the heat that is felt when this holy oil is applied to the skin.

95] E. W. G. Masterman, "Myrrh," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Myrrh had a number of uses in the Scriptures. It was used in the holy anointing oil of the Tabernacle ( Exodus 30:23), and in perfumes ( Psalm 45:8, Proverbs 7:17, Song of Solomon 3:6), and in Esther's purification for the king ( Esther 2:12). It was one of the gifts brought by the magi to baby Jesus ( Matthew 2:11), was offered to Jesus while on the cross ( Mark 15:23), and was prepared as a spice in the burial of Jesus' body ( John 19:39).

It comes from a root verb (H 4843) that literally means, "to be bitter," and figuratively, "to be grieved, to be vexed." Therefore, some preachers say that myrrh represents the sufferings of Christ; some say it represents the office of the Apostle, as seen in the book of Acts.

Word Study on "cinnamon" -
Word Study on "calamus" - Hebrew ( קָנֶה) (H 7070) - Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "reed 28, branch 24, calamus 3, cane 2, stalk 2, balance 1, bone 1, spearmen 1."

Word Study on "cassia" - Strong says the Hebrew word "cassia" ( קִדָּה) (H 6916) comes from the primitive root ( קָדַד) (H 6915), which means, " to shrivel up, i.e. contract or bend the body (or neck) in deference." This is a flowering plant that smells like cinnamon. The ISBE says that it was an article of commerce ( Ezekiel 27:19), with its inner bark resembling the cinnamon, and "it is probable that this is Cassia lignea, the inner bark of Cinnamomum cassia, a plant growing in eastern Asia closely allied to that which yields the cinnamon of commerce. It is a fragrant, aromatic bark and was probably used in a powdered form." It was probably imported from India. 96]

96] E. W. G. Masterman, "Cassia," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Ezekiel 27:19, "Dan also and Javan going to and fro occupied in thy fairs: bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were in thy market."

Comments- It is of interest to note that when I was anointed with this combination of ingredients during a service in August 2002, the oil produces a warm heat upon my skin.



Verses 34-38 

The Incense - Exodus 30:34-38 describes the making of the incense.

Exodus 30:34 — Word Study on "stacte" - Strong says the Hebrew ( נָטָף) (H 5198) means, "a drop, stacte." Easton says it refers to a fresh resin from the storax tree.

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-11 

The Appointment of Craftsmen for the Building of the Tabernacle - Exodus 31:1-11 describes the appointment of the craftsmen for the building of the Tabernacle. It is important to note that God gave Moses general instructions on the building of this Tabernacle and of the making of the priestly garments. However, God left it up to the creativity of the craftsmen, being inspired under their anointing, to design the details of each item they made. In the same way, God will give us instructions for our lives, but He often allows us to make the decisions about many of the details as we are inspired by the Holy Spirit each day.

Exodus 31:1-11 — God Appoints Bezaleel- God anointed Bezaleel so that he could "devise cunning works." This phrase tells us that he was going to build and carve and create a work that had never been done on earth before, a work so beautiful and unique that it could only have come from the mind of God and imparted to man by the Spirit of God. Bezaleel began to have "God ideas" on how to design and construct the Tabernacle. These thoughts were inspired by the Spirit of God.

Exodus 31:1-11 — God Appoints Bezaleel (The Symbolism of the Materials Used in the Building of the Tabernacle) - We see the children of Israel building bricks out of straw and stubble while in Egyptian bondage.

Exodus 5:12, "So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw."

When they were delivered, they began to build the tabernacle out of gold, silver, brass and precious stones. God anointed Bezaleel, the son of Uri, to work with these valuable metals, stones and wood carvings (see also Exodus 35:30-33).

The gold, silver, and precious stones could represent the works that we do in faith, being led by the Spirit. It could represent the good, the acceptable and the perfect will of God. In contrast, the wood, hay, and stubble could represent the works of the flesh, also as three levels of works. Note how these works are contrasted in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 :

1 Corinthians 3:12-13, "Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man"s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man"s work of what sort it is."

Note these comments from Frances J. Roberts, who refers to the works of the flesh as being symbolized by straw and stubble:

"My people shall obey Me (not a human leader) saith the Lord. My people shall not labor in vain in the straw and stubble of the works of the flesh. But My people shall walk in newness of life and they shall be energized and led by My Spirit, saith the Lord." 97]

97] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 62.

Exodus 31:4 — Word Study on "To devise" - Strong says the Hebrew word "to devise" ( חָשַׁב) (H 2803) is a primitive root that means, "to think, plan, esteem, calculate, invent, make a judgment, imagine, count." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 124times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "count 23, devise 22, think 18, imagine 9, cunning 8, reckon 7, purpose 6, esteem 6, account 5, impute 4, forecast 2, regard 2, workman 2, conceived 1, misc 9."

Exodus 31:4 — Word Study on "cunning works" - Strong says the Hebrew word "cunning works" ( מַחֲשָׁבָה) (H 4284) means, "a thought, a device, plan, purpose or invention." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 56 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "thought 28, device 12, purpose 6, work 3, imaginations 3, cunning 1, devised 1, invented 1, means 1."



Verses 12-18 

The Law of the Sabbath - Exodus 31:12-18 describes the Law of the Sabbath in which the Israelites were to rest on the seventh day from their works.

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-35 

Exodus 32:1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.
Exodus 32:1 — Comments- The people needed to put their eyes on the Lord, and not on a leader. We need to be led by the Spirit of the Living God Almighty. Amen!

Exodus 32:1 — Comments- We find a reference to Exodus 32:1 in Acts 7:40, "Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as for this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him."

Exodus 32:2 And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me.
Exodus 32:3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron.
Exodus 32:4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.
Exodus 32:4 — "And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf" - Comments- Aaron built the calf that the people requested. He sinned before Moses and died before him in the wilderness.

Exodus 32:4 — "and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt" - Comments- So quickly did the Israelites forget God even after God's appearance on Mount Sinai in Exodus 19-20. Note:

Galatians 1:6, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel."

Evidently, many of the Israelites had embraced pagan Egyptian polygamy.

Exodus 32:6 — Comments- In 1Corinthians Paul dealt with this problem of eating, drinking, and making merry as a dishonor to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 10:4, "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ."

Exodus 32:6 — Scripture References- Note:

1 Corinthians 10:7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play."

Exodus 32:7 — "your people" - Comments- In other words, God denied them.

Exodus 32:8 — "They have turned aside quickly" - Scripture References- Note:

Galatians 1:6, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel."

Exodus 32:9 — "a stiffnecked people" - Comments- God speaks the facts as He sees them.

Exodus 32:9 — Comments- God is a jealous God, His name is Jealous.

Exodus 32:10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation.
Exodus 32:10 — Scripture References- Note:

Numbers 14:12, "I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they."

Exodus 32:11 — Comments- This is one of the greatest intercessory prayers in the Bible. See two other examples:

1. Abraham praying for Sodom and Gomorrah.

2. Jesus Christ receiving for the sins of the world in his own body.

Exodus 32:11-12 — Comments- Moses denied the people also and said "God"s people".

Exodus 32:14 — Comments- God, His purpose and character does not change, but His way of dealing with people does change in different dispensations. God kept His Word ( Exodus 32:13).

Exodus 32:15 And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they written. 
Exodus 32:16 And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables.
Exodus 32:17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp.
Exodus 32:17 — Comments- Joshua was a man of war. He had just defeated the children of Amalek and was thinking about battles.

Exodus 32:18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.
Exodus 32:18 — Comments - It was not the sound of winning or losing a battle, but the sound of a party.

Exodus 32:19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses" anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.
Exodus 32:19 — "Moses" anger waxed hot" - Comments- The Scriptures record several occasions when Moses displayed negative actions as a result of his anger. All of these actions resulted in consequences in the life of Moses. Moses' anger at the abuse of his people moved him to murder:

Exodus 2:11-12, "And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no Prayer of Manasseh , he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand."

Moses was angry with Pharaoh:

Exodus 11:8, "And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger."

Moses was angry with the children of Israel:

Exodus 16:20, "Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them."

God commanded Moses to speak to the rock, but in his anger, he smote the rock twice. This cost Moses his trip into the Promised Land:

Numbers 20:11, "And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also."

Exodus 32:23 — Scripture References- Note:

Acts 7:40, "Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as for this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him."

Exodus 32:24 And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.
Exodus 32:24 — Comments- We try to make our wrong sound minimum when we have to confess our faults.

Exodus 32:25 And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their enemies:)
Exodus 32:26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD"S side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him.
Exodus 32:27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour.
Exodus 32:27 — Comments- Moses was carrying out God's commandments.

Exodus 22:20, "He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed. Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt."

Exodus 32:32 — " thy book which thou hast written" - Comments- Note other references to this book:

Daniel 12:1, "And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book."

Philippians 4:3, "And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life."

Revelation 3:5, "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels."

Revelation 21:27, "And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb"s book of life."

Exodus 32:33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.
Exodus 32:33 — Comments- This is a clear example of people losing their salvation.

Exodus 32:34 Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them.
Exodus 32:35 And the LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron made.
Exodus 32:35 — Scripture References- Note:

1 Corinthians 10:22, "Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?"

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-17 

Exodus 33:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it:
Exodus 33:2 And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:
Exodus 33:3 Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way.
Exodus 33:3 — Comments- God will not dwell in the midst of sin, lest His wrath consume them. Moses intercedes for Israel's sins again in Exodus 32:31-32. Note:

Exodus 32:31-32, "And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written."

Exodus 33:13-15, "Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence."

Exodus 34:9, "And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among us; for it is a stiffnecked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance."

Exodus 33:4 And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments.
Exodus 33:5 For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee.
Exodus 33:6 And the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by the mount Horeb.
Exodus 33:7 And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that every one which sought the LORD went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the camp.
Exodus 33:7 — Comments- Note that the Tabernacle was patterned from a vision on the mount, but a temporary tent was built until it was constructed.

Exodus 33:8 And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was gone into the tabernacle.
Exodus 33:9 And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses.
Exodus 33:9 — Comments- Moses stood inside the Tabernacle and the glory cloud descended without, like Moses in the cleft of rock ( Exodus 33:22-23) and Elijah in the cave ( 1 Kings 19:9-18, esp. Exodus 33:13).

1 Kings 19:13, "And it was Song of Solomon , when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?"

Exodus 33:10 And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door.
Exodus 33:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua , the son of Nun, a young Prayer of Manasseh , departed not out of the tabernacle.
Exodus 33:11 — Comments- The Lord did not speak to Moses with dreams and visions as He did with the prophets. He spoke to him audibly as a man hears the voice of another man speaking. God originally intended to talk with man face to face in the Garden, for He walked with Adam in the Garden in the cool of the day ( Genesis 3:8). However, the Fall hindered this method and caused God to seek ways of speaking to men. From then on, He spoke to men with dreams and visions.

Exodus 33:12 And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight.
Exodus 33:13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people.
Exodus 33:13 — Comments- In an earthly relationship, a person only opens up himself to a true friend in whom he has come to love and trust. Song of Solomon , does God wait for us to seek Him and be faithful until He is able to trust us with His presence. Did not the Lord call Paul the apostle and give him His anointing after he was found faithful (see 1 Timothy 1:12)? Only then will the Lord begin to open up our understanding into a deeper relationship with Him. This intimate relationship is not for those who are show to seek the Lord in their lives. He reserves His secrets for those who seek Him with passion. 

1 Timothy 1:12, "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;"

In Exodus 33:13 Moses knows that he cannot perform God's will of taking the land of Canaan without God's presence. In this passion, God reveals Himself in a way that no other person has seen God. God shows to Moses "the way" by first telling him to hew out two more tablets of stone. God then gives Moses the Ten Commandments and explained that if he would follow these laws, he would prosper in the way in which God was guiding him. 

Exodus 33:14 And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.
Exodus 33:15 And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.
Exodus 33:15 — Comments- Once Moses had experienced the presence of God on the Mount he did not want to be without it. He wanted God's presence with him every where he went.

Exodus 33:16 For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.
Exodus 33:17 And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.


Verse 18 

Moses Sees God's Glory- Note these insightful words by Sadhu Sundar Singh.

"Man also has a natural desire that he should see Him in whom he believes and who loves him. But the Father cannot be seen, for He is by nature incomprehensible, and he who would comprehend Him must have the same nature. But man is a comprehensible creature, and being so cannot see God. Since, however, God is Love and He has given to man that same faculty of love, therefore, in order that that craving for love might be satisfied, He adopted a form of existence that man could comprehend. Thus He became Prayer of Manasseh , and His children with all the holy angels may see Him and enjoy Him (Col. i 15, ii 9). Therefore I said that he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father (John xiv 9-10). And although while in the form of man I am called the Song of Solomon , I am the eternal and everlasting Father (Isa. ix 6)." 98]

98] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "I The Manifestation of God's Presence," section 2, part 1.

Exodus 33:18 And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.
Exodus 33:18 — Comments- Benny Hinn teaches that when Moses asked to see God's glory, it was immediately after he had been on the mount for forty days. He could ask this question and receive a positive reply from the Lord because there was nothing else left of Moses' flesh. He had crucified his flesh during those forty days and had nothing left of this world's desires. He has emptied himself of earthly desires and his passion was now for fellowship with the Father. Moses had paid the price and received his reward, for God did pass before Him. 99]

99] Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Exodus 33:19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.
Exodus 33:19 — Scripture References- Note:

Romans 9:15, "For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."

Exodus 33:20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.
Exodus 33:21 And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:
Exodus 33:21 — Comments- Jesus is our rock who allows us to stand before God by grace.

Exodus 33:22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by:
Exodus 33:22 — "that I will put thee in a clift of the rock" - Comments- Figuratively speaking, God places us in the clift of the rock through Christ Jesus so that we can enter into God's presence, lest we be consumed at God's presence because of our sins. Jesus is our rock. 

Exodus 33:22 — Comments - The Scriptures record other accounts of men standing in the presence of God. Moses stood in the tent in behalf of the children of Israel as their intercessor and spoke with God face to face ( Exodus 33:9-11) and Elijah stood on Mount Horeb and experienced the presence of God ( 1 Kings 19:33).

Exodus 33:9-11, "And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD talked with Moses. And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door. And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua , the son of Nun, a young Prayer of Manasseh , departed not out of the tabernacle."

1 Kings 19:13, "And it was Song of Solomon , when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?"

Exodus 33:23 And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.
Chapter 34
Exodus 34:6-7 — Scripture References- Note:

Numbers 14:18, "The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation."

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 9-28 

Exodus 34:12 — Scripture References- Note:

Joshua 9:14-15, "And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the LORD. And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them."

Exodus 34:14 — Scripture References- Note:

1 Corinthians 10:22, "Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?"

Exodus 34:24 — "go up to appear before the Lord thy God" - Comments- Perhaps this is why all went to Jerusalem for the Passover, etc. God's presence was to come into the Temple.

John 2:13, "And the Jews" passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem"



Verses 29-35 

The Face of Moses Shines - In Exodus 34:1-28 God called Moses back up to Mount Sinai to renew His covenant with the children of Israel. Upon his return from the mount, the face of Moses shone bright so that the Israelites feared to look upon him. Therefore, he shielded his face from them. 

Paul discusses the symbolic meaning of Moses' vail in 1 Corinthians 3:6-18 when comparing the old covenant with the new one. Paul says the vail represents the blindness of the heart of Israel in rejecting the First Coming of Jesus Christ. The brightness may symbolize the fact that the second covenant is more glorious than the second, since this was the second writing of the Ten Commandments, the first having been broken.

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-19 

Exodus 35:4-19 — God Gives Instructs on the Offerings to Build the Tabernacle- Note that God wanted them to give their best, not leftovers, but the most valuable possessions they owned. In return, God would give them the Promised Land, full of cultivated fields and livestock, homes and buildings so that they could immediately receive an income once they entered the land. This became an economic advantage for the children of Israel over their neighbours in that they had cultivated the strong work ethics while in Egyptian bondage, and understood how to manage fields and livestock. They did not have to wait for a year in order to receive a harvest.

Exodus 35:4 And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying,
Exodus 35:5 Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the LORD gold, and silver, and brass,
Exodus 35:5 — "a willing heart" - Comments- God could have commanded everyone to give a certain portion for the building of the Tabernacle, but God wanted a cheerful giver. Note Exodus 25:1-9.

2 Corinthians 9:7, "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver."

Israel Responds by Giving to the Offering Abundantly - Exodus 35:20-29 describes how the children of Israel responded in a positive manner by giving more than enough to build the Tabernacle and its accessories.

36 Chapter 36 
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